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Vision of the University: 

To be a global leader in education, research, and innovation, empowering higher learning 

ecosystem 

 

Mission of the University: 

• Empower all the members of the Bennett ecosystem and provide thought leadership, focus 

on nation building and prepare our graduates to move with the Times. 

• Cultivate international partnerships and collaborations with academic institutions, industry, 

and government organizations and provide a rigorous and innovative education that equips 

students with the knowledge, skills, and ethical values required to excel in their careers. 

• Foster a culture of lifelong learning, adaptability, and critical thinking, ensuring graduates 

are prepared to tackle emerging challenges in all academic fields. 

• Drive interdisciplinary research and innovation, pushing the boundaries of human 

knowledge, addressing pressing global issues and solving real world problems. 

• Enhance a collaborative environment that encourages faculty and students to engage in 

research, innovation, and entrepreneurship, creating a lasting impact on society. 

• Promote diversity, equity, and inclusion, ensuring that all individuals, regardless ofp 

background, feel welcomed, respected, and empowered. 

• Prepare students to become global citizens, capable of addressing global challenges and 

contributing to the well-being of communities worldwide. 

• Provide a globally connected career services networking with graduate employers and 

alumni. 

• Foster a strong sense of ethical responsibility in our graduates, emphasizing the importance 

of ethical conduct, sustainability, and social impact in professional practice. 

• Commit to ongoing assessment and improvement of our programs and invest in modern 

infrastructure and advanced technology to support teaching, research, and innovation 

adapting to the evolving needs of students, industries, and society. 



Vision of the School: 

To become a centre of excellence in legal education, research, and advocacy towards Justice 

for all. 

 

Mission of the School: 

• To strive for academic excellence with global and multidisciplinary approach. 

• To prepare students with highest standards of professionalism. 

• To strengthen the integrity and dynamism of the legal system. 

• To focus on legal aid and develop social consciousness 



Program Educational Objectives (PEOs): 

 

PEO1: To develop their legal skills to impart an interdisciplinary understanding of social issues 

and contribute to the public policy discourse 

PEO2: To promote critical thinking in the specialised domain to be competitive in a fast- 

globalizing legal world. 

PEO3: To inculcate empathy to be socially responsible lawyers, judges and teachers etc. 

PEO4: To acquire the advanced research skills 

PEO5: To develop inter-personal skills and emotional intelligence, which are essential to 

working in a diverse array of sectors and workplaces. 

 

Mission Statements 

PEO Statements 

To strive for 

academic 

excellence with 

global and 

multidisciplinary 

approach. 

To prepare 

students with 

highest 

standards of 

professionalism. 

To 

strengthen 

the integrity 

and 

dynamism 

of the legal 
system. 

To focus on 

legal aid and 

develop social 

consciousness 

PEO1: The 

knowledge of basic 

principles of the 

constitutionalism and 

legal system. 

2 2 2 3 

PEO2: Legal 

professional skills in 

substantive  and 

procedural laws with 

critical thinking and 

analytical aptitude. 

2 3 2 2 

PEO3: Inter- 

disciplinary learning 

and deliberate upon 

the socio-economic 

impact in the 

development of law 

and the role played by 

social sciences in 

achieving the multi- 

faceted outcomes of 

law. 

3 1 2 2 

PEO4:   Advocacy 

skills acquired 

through clinical legal 

education, essential 

for court room 

litigation, alternative 

dispute  resolutions, 

1 3 3 1 



advisory and 

consultancy services 

    

PEO5: Inter-cultural 

awareness, empathy, 

and integrity with 

strong ethical 

foundations. 

2 2 3 2 

1: Low 2: Medium 3: High 

Program Outcomes (POs) and Program Specific Outcomes (PSOs): 

PO1: Demonstrate a high level of proficiency and understanding of the chosen area of 

specialization. 

PO2 Explore the social, economic, and political concerns and address them by the application 

of laws and regulations. 

PO3 Contribute to the creation of knowledge from an academic and practitioner’s perspectives. 

PO4: Promote bar and bench relationship through lifelong learning 

PO5: Uphold the highest traditions of ethics and humanity in legal practice, research, and 

academia. 

 

Mapping of POs/PSOs to PEOs: 

 

PEO Statements  

 

PEO1 

 

PEO2 

 

PEO3 

 

PEO4 

 

PEO5 Program 
Outcomes 

 

PO1 2 3 3 3 2 

PO2 3 3 1 2 1 

PO3 3 3 2 1 2 

PO4 2 2 1 2 2 

PO5 2 2 1 2 3 

PSO1 3 2 3 1 3 

PSO2 1 2 2 2 3 

 

1: Low 2: Medium 3: High 



List of Courses: 

 

Semester: I 

S. No. Course Name Course Code Credit L T P 

1. Law and Justice in 

Globalizing World 
LLLM101L 3 3 0 0 

2. Comparative Public Law LLLM103L 3 3 0 0 

3. Research Methods and 

Legal Writing 
LLLM1L 3 3 0 0 

Total Credits 9  

 

Semester: II 

S. No. Course Name Course Code Credit L T P 

1. Dissertation LLLM108L 4 4 0 0 

Total Credits 4  

 

Corporate and Commercial Laws Specialization 

 

S. No. Course Name Course Code Credit L T P 

Semester I 

1. Foundation of Corporate 

Law and Policy 
LLLM107L 2 2 0 0 

2. Banking and Insurance 

Law 
LLLM109L 2 2 0 0 

Semester II 

3. Competition Law and 

Corporate Restructuring 
LLLM102L 2 2 0 0 

4. Corporate Restructuring 

– Bankruptcy and 

Liquidation 

 

LLLM104L 

 

2 

 

2 

 

0 

 

0 

5. Securities Market & 

Investment: Law, 

Regulation & Practice 

LLLM106L 2 2 0 0 

6. Law, Technology and E- 

Commerce 
LLLM108L 2 2 0 0 

Total Credits 21    

 

Criminal Law Specialization 

 

S. No. Course Name Course Code Credit L T P 

Semester I 

1. Criminology and 

Penology 
LLLM117L 2 2 0 0 

2. Police Administration 

and Criminal Justice 
LLLM119L 2 2 0 0 

Semester II 

3. Socio-economic 

Offences and White- 

Collar Crimes 

LLLM112L 2 2 0 0 



4. Juvenile Justice LLLM114L 2 2 0 0 

5. National Security Laws LLLM116L 2 2 0 0 

6. International Criminal 

Law 
LLLM118L 2 2 0 0 

Total Credits 12    

 

Constitutional and Human Rights Law Specialization 

 

S. No. Course Name Course Code Credit L T P 

Semester I 

1. Theoretical 

Foundations of Human 

Rights Law 

 
LLLM6001L 

2 2 0 0 

2. Philosophical 

foundations of 

Fundamental Rights in 

the Constitution  of 

India 

 

 

 
LLLM6003L 

 

2 

 

2 

 

0 

 

0 

Semester II 

3. International Human 

Rights Law 
LLLM122L 2 2 0 0 

4. Environment and 

Human Rights: Legal 

and Philosophical 

Foundations 

New Code 
 

2 

 

2 

 

0 

 

0 

5. International 

Humanitarian and 

Refugee Law 

New Code 

2 2 0 0 

6. Gender Justice New Code 2 2 0 0 

Total Credits 12    

 

 

IPR and Technology Law 

 

S. 
No. 

Course Name Course Code Credit L T P 

Semester I 

1. Copyright Law: 

Generative AI and 

Creative Economies 

New Code 

2 2 0 0 

2. Law of Trademarks: 

Brand and Business 

Protection 

New Code 

2 2 0 0 

Semester II 

3. Law of Patents, Trade 

Secrets and Technological 

Innovations 

New Code 

2 2 0 0 

4. Cyber Security and Data 

Protection Laws 

New Code 
2 2 0 0 



5. Protection of Traditional 

Knowledge and Bio- 

Cultural Heritage 

New Code 

2 2 0 0 

6. Ethics and Governance of 

Artificial Intelligence 

(AI) 

New Code 

2 2 0 0 

Total Credits 12    

Environmental Law, Renewable Energy and Climate Change 

 

S. No. Course Name Course Code Credit L T P 

Semester I 

1. Environmental Law and 

the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development 

New Code 

2 2 0 0 

2. Climate Justice: Legal 

Pathways to Equity and 

Sustainability 

New Code 

2 2 0 0 

Semester II 

3. Legal Framework for 

Energy Transition and 

Climate Change 

 
New Code 

2 2 0 0 

4. ESG, Civil society and 

legal compliance 

mechanism 

New Code  

2 

 

2 

 

0 

 

0 

5. Biodiversity Law in the 

age of Climate Crisis 

New Code 
2 2 0 0 

6. Climate Induced 

Displacement, Migration 

and Human Rights 

New Code 

2 2 0 0 

Total Credits 12    

International Commercial Law 
S. No. Course Name Course Code Credit L T P 

Semester I 

1. Sustainable Trade and 

Climate Regulations 

New Code 
2 2 0 0 

2. International 

Economic and Trade 

Law 

New Code 

2 2 0 0 

Semester II 

3. International 

Investment Law 

New Code 
2 2 0 0 

4. International Aviation 

and Space Law 

New Code 
2 2 0 0 

5. International Taxation 

Law 

New Code 
2 2 0 0 

6. Law of Transnational 

Contracts 

New Code 
2 2 0 0 

Total Credits 12    
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CORE COURSES 



Name of Program LL.M 

LLLM101L Law and Justice in Globalizing World L T P C 

Owning School/Department School of Law 3 0 0 3 

Pre-requisites/Exposure International Law, Jurisprudence 

 

Course Summary 

 

The main objective of the course is to enable students to understand the pressing problems 

of law and justice in global perspective. The students will be exposed to know the theoretical 

and philosophical dimensions of law and justice in multiple dimensions. By the end of the term 

the student will be able to understand the problems and challenges of law and justice with an 

ability to suggest remedies. This course will help in the development of employability skills of 

the students. 

 

Course Outcomes (COs) 

 

By the end of this course, students shall be able to: 

CO1: Understand the nature of globalization and its historical and developmental course. 

CO2: Apply the analytical tools to analyse the impact of globalization on the sovereignty of 

state, federalism and human rights jurisprudence. 

CO3: Comprehend the concept of global justice and the source of law to achieve justice. 

CO4: Examine the working of international institutions, which are instrumental in 

delivering justice. 

CO5: Implement the legal framework and its efficacy in solving special in the globalised 

world. 

 

CO-PO Mapping 

 

 PO1 PO2 PO3 PO4 PO5 

CO1 2 - - 2 - 

CO2 - 2 - 3 - 

CO3 3 - 2 - - 

CO4 2 - 2 2 3 

CO5 - 2 - 2 3 

1=weakly related 2= moderately related 3=strongly related 

 

Course Contents 

 

Unit I: Introduction (9 Lectures) 

• Meaning and significance of Globalization 

• Concept of Global Justice 

• Social, Political, and Economic Dimensions of Globalisation 

• Dharma: Indian Approach. 

 

Unit II: Theoretical Prepositions of Global Justice (9 Lectures) 

• Realism 

• Particularism 

• Nationalism 

• Cosmopolitanism 



UnitT III: Historical and Central Challenges to Global Justice (9 Lectures) 

• Global Poverty: Role of International Mechanism 

• Armed Conflict, Crimes against Humanity, 

• Environment and Health 

Unit IV: Role and Reformation of Global Institutions (9 Lectures) 

• State Sovereignty and Transnational Law 

• Economic and Trade Institutions – IMF, World Trade Organization 

• Structural reforms of United Nations – Security Council, International Judicial Institution- 

ICJ. 

Unit V: Models to Achieve Global (9 Lectures) 

• Gandhian-Sarvodaya Model of Justice 

• Multi Culturalism and Cosmopolitanism 

• Human Rights and Global Rule of Law 

• Significance of Human Rights, Education. 

 

Reference Materials 

 

1. Allen Buchanan , Justice, Legitimacy, and Self-determination: Moral Foundations for 

2. Amartya Sen, Global Justice Harvard University Press (2017) 

3. Amartya Sen, The Idea of Justice Allen Lane & Harvard University Press (2009) 

4. Andrew Hurrell, Global Inequality and International Institutions Global Justice (2001) 

5. Andrew Kuper, Democracy Beyond Borders: Justice and Representations in Global 

6. Anthony McGrew, David Held (eds.), Governing Globalization: Power, Authority and 

7. Brian Barry, Culture and Equality Cambridge: Polity, (2001) 

8. David B. Goldman, Globalization and the Western Legal Tradition: Recurring Patterns of 

Law and Authority Cambridge University Press (2008) 

9. David Held, A Globalizing World? Culture, Economics, Politics (2004) 

10. Duncan Bell (ed.), Ethics and World Politics Oxford Publication (2010) 

11. Global Governance Polity Press (2002) 

12. Institutions Oxford University Press ( 2006) 

13. International Law, Oxford Publication (2004) 

14. John Rawls ,The Law of Peoples. Cambridge, Mass, Harvard University Press (1999) 

15. Law and Justice in a Globalizing World, Shashwata Sahu, Bidyutprabha Thakur (2023) 

16. Martha Nussbaum, Frontiers of Justice Cambridge, Mass, Harvard University Press, 

(2006) 

17. Simon Caney, Justice Beyond Borders Oxford Publication (2005) 

18. Thomas Pogge, World Poverty and Human Rights Cambridge Press (2002) 

19. Upendra Baxi, The Future of Human Rights Oxford University Press (2002) 

 

Relevant Cases 

 

1. Kent v. Dulles 357 U.S. 116 (more) 78 S. Ct. 1113; 2 L. Ed. 2d 1204; 1958 U.S. LEXIS 

814 

2. Ridge v. Baldvin [1964] AC 40, [1963] UKHL 2 

3. John Richard Argersinger v. Raymond Hamlin 407 U.S. 25 (more) 92 S. Ct. 2006; 32 L. 

Ed. 2d 530; 1972 U.S. LEXIS 139 



4. Mabo v. Queensland (No 2) (1992) 175 CLR 1 

5. Texas v. Johnson 491 U.S. 397 (more) 109 S. Ct. 2533; 105 L. Ed. 2d342; 1989 U.S. 

LEXIS 3115; 57 U.S.L.W. 4770 

6. Furman v. Georgia 408 U.S. 238 (1972) 

7. Lawrence v. Texas 539 U.S. 558 (2003 

 

Assessment Scheme 

 

Components Internal Assessment Mid Term Exam End Term 

Exam 

Total 

Weightage (%) 25% 25% 50% 100% 



Name of Program LL.M. 

LLLM103L Comparative Public Law L T P C 

Owning School/Department School of Law 3 0 0 3 

Pre-requisites/Exposure International Law, Jurisprudence 

 

Course Summary 

 

The course of Comparative Public Law is intended to provide an understanding of main 

constitutional principles prevailing in India, United Kingdom, United States of America and 

Switzerland apart from administrative standards and principles underlying the criminal justice 

system. This course shall help in employability. 

 

Course Outcomes (COs) 

 

By the end of this course, students shall be able to: 

CO1: Describe public and private law and understand methods of comparative study in public 

law. 

CO2: Explain the idea of the constitution, theories of the constitution and basic structure 

doctrine. 

CO3: Demonstrate various facets of constitutionalism, separation of power, fundamental rights 

and constitutional morality. 

CO4: Examine the role of legislature in establishing Rule of Law, Dicey’s concept of Rule of 

Law, modern concept of Rule of Law and Social and Economic Rights enshrined in Rule of 

Law. 

CO5: Appraise the scope and limitations on the power of legislature to amend Constitution, 

Judicial Review, Independence of Judiciary and Judicial Accountability. 

 

CO-PO/PSO Mapping 

 

 PO1 PO2 PO3 PO4 PO5 

CO1 1 2 - - - 

CO2 3 - 2  - 

CO3 - 2 3 - - 

CO4 - 2 3 - - 

CO5 - 2 3 - - 

1=weakly related 2= moderately related 3=strongly related 

 

Course Contents 

 

Unit I: Introduction to Public Law (9 Lectures) 

• Meaning and importance of Public Law 

• Public Law and Private Law 

• Methods and Scope of Comparative study in Public Law 

• Relevance of Comparative study in contemporary era 

Unit II: Idea of Constitution (9 Lectures) 

• Meaning of Constitution 

• Idea of Constitution 



• Theories of Constitution 

• Indian Constitution – Basic structure doctrine 

Unit III: Constitutionalism (9 Lectures) 

• Constitution and Constitutionalism 

• Essential Features of Constitutionalism: Written Constitution, Separation of Power, 

Fundamental Rights 

• Constitutional Morality 

Unit IV: Rule of Law (9 Lectures) 

• Role of Legislature in establishing Rule of Law 

• Dicey’s Concept of Rule of Law 

• Modern Concept of Rule of Law 

• Social and Economic Rights enshrined in Rule of Law 

Unit V: Constitutional Amendment, Judicial Review (9 Lectures) 

• Comparative analysis of the methods of Constitutional Amendments 

• Independence of Judiciary 

• Evolution of Judicial Review, Scope of Judicial Review 

• Judicial Accountability 

 

Reference Materials 

 

1. Christopher Forsyth, Mark Elliott, Swati Jhaveri, Effective Judicial Review: A Cornerstone 

of Good Governance, Oxford University Press, 2010 

2. David Strauss, The Living Constitution OUP, 2010 

3. DD Basu, Comparative Constitutional Law, Lexis Nexis 
4. Erwin Chemerinsky, Constitutional Law, Principles and Policies, 3rd ed., Aspen, 2006 

5. Granville Austin, The Indian Constitution: Cornerstone of a Nation, OUP 

6. M.P. Jain, Indian Constitutional Law, Lexis Nexis 

7. M.V. Pylee, Constitution of the World, Universal, 2006 

8. Mahendra P. Singh, Comparative Constitutional Law, Eastern Book Company 

9. Mark Tushnet, The Inevitable Globalization of Constitutional Law, 49 Va. J. Int'l L. 985 

2008-2009 

10. Pier Giuseppe Monateri, Methods of Comparative Law, Edward Elgar Publishing, 2012 

11. S.N. Ray, Judicial Review and Fundamental Rights, Eastern Law House, 1974 
12. Subhash C Kashyap, Framing of Indian Constitution, Universal Law 

13. Sudhir Krishna Swamy, Democracy and Constitutionalism in India – A study of the Basic 

Structure Doctrine, POUP, 2009 
14. Vicki C. Jackson, Mark V. Tushnet, Comparative Constitutional Law, Foundation Press 

15. Vikram David Amar, Mark Tushnet, Global Perspectives on Constitutional Law, OUP, 

2009 

16. Zachery Elkins, Tom Ginsburg, James Melton, The Endurance of National Constitutions, 

Cambridge University Press, 2009 

 

Assessment Scheme 

 

Components Internal Assessment Mid Term Exam End Exam Total 

Weightage (%) 25% 25% 50% 100% 



Name of Program LL.M. 

LLLM105L Research Methods and Legal Writing L T P C 

Owning 

School/Department 

School of Law 3 0 0 3 

Pre-requisites/Exposure  

 

Course Summary  

 

The course aims to equip the student on research skills. This course shall expose the students 

on different techniques, methods, and methodology of socio-legal research. Emphasis would 

be laid on practical training in conducting research in this course. By the end of the course the 

students are expected to develop a scientific approach to socio legal problems. They should be 

able to design and execute small scale research problems. After studying this subject, the 

student will be able to develop research skills and case study analysis. This will help in both 

academics and professional work. 
 

Course Outcomes (COs)  

 

By the end of this course, student shall be able to: 

CO1: Explain and distinguish the methods and techniques of legal research from that of social 

sciences research. 

CO2: Apply the techniques of legal research to legal research and writings. 

CO3: Write a good quality-PG level dissertation. 

CO4: Develop the proposal for undertaking independent research projects. 

CO5: Implement the research techniques to prepare class lectures/lessons based on principles, 

theories, legislations and cases. 

 

CO-PO Mapping 

 

 PO1 PO2 PO3 PO4 PO5 

CO1 - 2 - - - 

CO2 - - 2 2 3 

CO3 - - 3 2 - 

CO4 - 2 3 - 2 

CO5 3 2 - - - 

1=weakly related 2= moderately related 3=strongly related 

 

Course Contents 

 

Unit I: Introduction (8 Lectures) 

• Basic concepts of research – Meaning, Objectives, Significance and Types 

• Methods and Methodology 

• Critical and Reflective thinking: Logic and Biases 

• Legal research and inter-disciplinary research – Nature and Methods 

Unit II: Research Design (10 Lectures) 

• Research design – Need, Significance and Models 

• Identification, selection and formulation of the research problem 

• Literature Review: Types and methods 



• Hypothesis – types, formulation, and evaluation 

Unit III: Data Collection Tools and Techniques (10 Lectures) 

• Data Sources – Scope, significance and challenges 

• Data collection Techniques & Steps Involved 

• Classification of data, Scaling and Content Analysis 

 

Unit IV: Processing and Interpretation of Data (9 Lectures) 

• Socio-metrics and jurimetrics 

• Processing and Presentation of data: SPSS and Other Tools 

• Analysis and Interpretation of Data 

Unit V: Report/ Dissertation Writing (8 Lectures) 

• Report/article writing 

• Use of definitions, maxims, concepts, principles, doctrines in legal research 

• Citation techniques and international standards of reference for footnotes, endnotes and 

Bibliography 

• Plagiarism and Copyright Infringement 

• Legal Research and Law Reforms 

Reference Materials 

 

1. Anwarul Yaqin, Legal Research and Writing: New Perspectives 2022 ISBN-10 : 

9391211046, ISBN-13 : 978-9391211042 (Lexis Nexis) 

2. Dennis P. Forcese and Stephen Richer (ed.), Stages of Social Research – Contemporary 

Perspectives 1970 ISBN-10 : 0138404054, ISBN-13 : 978-0138404055 (New Jersey, 

Prentice Hall Inc., Englewood Cliffs). 

3. Earl R. Babbie, Adventures in Social Methodology 2022 ASIN : B09V1PJSCR 

4. Johan Galtung, Theory And Methods of Social Research 1970 ISBN-10: 0043000177, 

ISBN-13: 978-0043000175 (London: George Allen & Unwin Ltd.) 

5. Pauline V Young, Scientific Social Surveys and Research 1949 (originally) ISBN 13: 978- 

1258328771 

6. Robert Watt and Francis Johns, Concise Legal Research 2009 ISBN - 1862877238, 

9781862877238 (The Federation Press) 

7. S K Verma and Afzal Wani, Legal Research and Methodology 2006 (Reprint) (Indian Law 

Institute, New Delhi) 

8. Vijay K. Gupta, Decision Making In The Supreme Court of India (A Jurimetric Study) – 

Alternatives in Judicial Research 1995 ISBN-10 : 8174790063, ISBN-13 : 978- 

8174790064 (Delhi : Kaveri Books). 

9. W. Lawrence Newman, Social Research Methods: Qualitative and Quantitative 

Approaches 2014 (7th Ed.) ISBN 13: 978-1-292-02023-5 (Pearson Education Ltd.) 

10. Wilkinson Bhandarkar, Methodology and Techniques of Social Research 2016 ISBN-10. 

935097472X. ISBN-13. 978-9350974728 (Himalaya Publishing) 

11. William J Goode and Paul K. Hatt, Methods in Social Research 2017 (McGraw-Hill) ISBN- 

10 : 9386698420, ISBN-13 : 978-9386698421 



Assessment Scheme 

 

Component Internal 

Assessment 

Mid-term End-term Total 

Weightage (%) 25% 25% 50% 100% 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CORPORATE AND COMMERCIAL LAWS SPECIALIZATION 



Name of Program LL.M. 

LLLM107L Foundation of Corporate Laws and Policy L T P C 

Owning School/Department School of Law 2 0 0 2 

Pre-requisites/Exposure Company Law 

 

Course Summary 

This course addresses corporate governance as a key part of the pursuit of proper and efficient 

practice in the administration of business entities as well as the ethical aspects of individual 

and corporate decision making in business. Governance involves a set of relationships between 

an organization’s management, its board, its shareholders, and other stakeholders. To ensure 

that the companies effectively carry out their responsibility in society and among investors, it 

is essential to implement the best corporate governance policies and practices. Investor 

confidence in governance of companies is crucial as companies are the most common form of 

carrying on business and are contributors of economic growth and employment opportunities. 

Thus, increased efforts are needed to improve corporate accountability in the country, which 

starts at the base of educating future business students about the best business practices. 

 

This course will help the students in improving understanding of governance issues, 

identifying tools to implement quality processes, role of external governance, government 

regulations and enhances employability skills, fosters entrepreneurship, and invests in skill 

development for individuals and businesses to thrive in today’s dynamic and competitive 

landscape. 

 

Course Outcomes (COs) 

By the end of this course, students shall be able to: 

CO1: Identify the elements of good corporate governance practices in business. 

CO2: Critically analyse the Indian corporate governance provisions keeping in view the 

international position. 

CO3: Apply a range of current ethical governance practices in relation to business and 

profession. 

CO4: Examine the issues relating to good corporate governance and ethical business practices. 

CO5: Evaluate the legal provisions and offer professional advice and counseling. 

CO-PO Mapping 

 

 PO1 PO2 PO3 PO4 PO5 

CO1 2 - - - - 

CO2 2 2 - - - 

CO3 1 2 - 3 2 

CO4 1 1 - - 3 

CO5 - 3 3 3 2 

1=weakly related 2= moderately related 3=strongly related 

Course Contents 

Unit I: Introduction to Corporate Governance (6 Lectures) 

• Evolution of Corporate Governance and Economic perspective 



• Theories of corporate governance 

• Models of corporate governance 

• Shareholder’s activism 

Unit II: International Position on Corporate Governance (4 Lectures) 

• OECD Principles of Corporate Governance 

• Cadbury committee report, UK, Greenbury committee report, UK, Hampel Committee 

report, UK 

 

Unit III: Evolution of Legal Framework of Corporate Governance (8 Lectures) 

• Study of reports of committees on corporate governance 

• Legal framework of corporate governance under Companies Act, 2013 

• Listing Agreement with special reference to SEBI’s clause 49 

• SEBI LODR Regulations. 

. 

Unit IV: Role of Board in Corporate Governance (4 Lectures) 

• Board Composition and diversity 

• Role and Functions of Board Committees 

• Code of conduct for board of directors 

• Performance Evaluation of Board and Directors 

Unit V: Corporate Business Ethics (8 Lectures) 

• Evolution of ESG Compliance in Indian Corporate Governance 

• Corporate Social Responsibility 

• Insider Trading 

• Corporate Governance Issues and case studies 

Reference Materials 

 

1. Corporate Governance in India by Arindam Das 19 B/W Illustrations Published June 30, 

2021 by Routledge, ISBN 9781032090535 

2. Corporate Governance in India by Asish K. Bhattacharyya, published by Oxford University 

Press, Publication date: 07/10/2016, ISBN: 9780199469321 

3. Gower: Principles of Modern Company Law 

4. Neeru Vasisth & Namita Rajput, Corporate Governance values & Ethics (with case studies) 

(Reprint, November 2022 Taxman) ISBN-10: 9356224951 

7.  SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015 

5. Securities and Exchange Board of India guidelines on Board Evaluations 

6. Securities and Exchange Board of India (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) 

(Amendment) Regulations, 2017 

 

Relevant Cases 

 

1. Case study on Adani-Hindenburg issue 

2. Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Practices at Google: A case study 

3. Case study on Governance Issues at BharatPe 

4. Case study on Yes Bank 

5. Case study on ICICI Bank-Videocon bribery case 



6. Corporate Governance case study At Infosys 

7. Case study on Tata-Mistry fallout 

8. Case study on PNB-Nirav Modi Scam 

9. Case study on Religare enterprises (Malvinder and Shivinder Singh) 

10. Case study on Dewan Housing Finance Limited (DHFL) 

11. Case study on Cafe Coffee Day 

12. Case study on Jet Airways 

13. Case study on KINGFISHER AIRLINES Case study 

14. Case study on the fall of Vikram Kothari (Rotomac Pens) 

15. Case study on Satyam Scam 

16. Case study on Harshad Mehta Scam 

17. Saurashtra Cement Ltd. And Anr. vs Union of India (Uoi) And 3 Ors. on 14 July, 2006 

(2007) 2 GLR 1384 Guj. HC 

18. G.Vasudevan vs Union Of India on 2 December, 2019 Writ Petition No.32763 of 2019 

19. Mad. HC 

20. N.Ram vs N.Ravi on 1 July, 2011 Comp. Appeal Nos.6 and 7 of 2011 

21. Mad. HC 

22. Tata Consultancy Services ... vs Cyrus Investments Pvt Ltd on 26 March, 2021 CIVIL 

APPEAL NOs.440¬441 0F 2020 

23. Association vs Uni0N of India and Another on 20 July, 2021 R.V.W. No. 231 of 2019 

24. Cal HC 

25. Satya Narayan Banik & Ors vs Union of India & Ors on 11 February, 2022 W.P.A. No. 

8450 of 2021 Cal HC 

26. Arun Kumar Jagatramka vs Jindal Steel and Power Ltd. on 15 March, 2021 Civil Appeal 

No. 9664 of 2019 

27. Bank Of Baroda and Anr. vs Mbl Infrastructures Limited on 18 January, 2022 CIVIL 

APPEAL NO. 8411 OF 2019 

28. Standard Chartered Bank v. Directorate of Enforcement, (2005) 4 SCC 530. 

 

Assessment Scheme 

 

Components Internal Assessment Mid Term Exam End Exam Total 

Weightage (%) 25% 25% 50% 100% 



Name of Program LL.M. 

Course Code 
Advanced Law of Banking and 

Insurance 

L T P C 

Owning School/Department School of Law 2 0 0 2 

Pre-requisites/Exposure Company Law, Contract Law and Economics 

 

Course Summary 

 

The financial system of any country is a vehicle of economic transformation, which is mostly 

governed by the Banking and Insurance industry. The Banking & Insurance companies do not 

merely act as a financial infrastructure, but also as imperative vehicles for the channelization 

of financial resources at micro as well as macro scale. Thus, banking as well as insurance 

sectors are relevant for directing the savings, investments and providing other financial services 

for a globally competent Indian economy. 

 

The course has been divided in five modules. The first three modules cover the banking laws, 

and last 2 modules cover the segment of insurance law. The first module will introduce the 

students to the meaning and history of banking in India and the nature and structure of banking 

organisations. The second module will deliberate upon the elements of bank finance and related 

aspects of securitisation for loans. The third module deals with the paradigm changes on new 

methods of electronic payments. The fourth module will introduce students to the concept and 

principles of insurance. The fifth and last module will emphasise upon the legal and regulatory 

framework for various kinds of insurance in India. 

This course will help in the employability of the students. 

 

Course Outcomes (COs) 

 

By the end of this course, students shall be able to: 

CO1: Understand of the nature and history of banking business and its regulations. 

CO2: Apply the knowledge on the role and policy measures of RBI in driving the Indian 

economy. 

CO3: Analyze the analytical skills of risk and insurance relationship and learning of basic 

principles governing insurance. 

CO4: Examine the rights, duties and liabilities of the parties through sector specific insurance 

laws in Indian scenario. 

CO5: Evaluate the existing mechanism of banking and insurance laws and its effects on the 

stake-holders. 

 

CO-PO Mapping 

 

 PO1 PO2 PO3 PO4 PO5 

CO1 - - 1 -  

CO2 1 3 3 -  

CO3 3 3 2 1 1 

CO4 2 2 - 2 2 

CO5 - 1 - 3  

1=weakly related 2= moderately related 3=strongly related 



Course Contents 

 

Unit I: Regulatory Architecture of Banking In India (6 Lectures) 

• Evolution of Banking. 

• Types of Banks in India and Concept of NBFC’s, 

• Role of RBI as Regulator of Banking Sector: Issues in Supervision and control – 

Government interventions. 

• Emerging trends in banking business – International Banking and Finance Framework, 

Green Banking & Finance, Islamic Banking & Finance. 

• Fund and Non-Fund based credit facilities. 

Unit II: Public Policy, State Control and Bank Resolution (6 Lectures) 

• Nationalization & Social Control of Banks in 1960s; Privatization of PSBs. 

• Merger & Amalgamation of Banks in India: Benefits, Issues, and Concerns. 

• Debt Recovery in India – Problem of NPAs, Securitization & Asset Reconstruction. 

• Failing Banks and Depositors’ rights – Case Studies (PMC Bank, Yes Bank, RBI-Prompt 

Corrective Action Norms). 

Unit III: Banking & Cyberspace (Self Study & Group Discussion Module) (6 Lectures) 

• Policy framework for Internet/Digital Banking in India: Practice, Problems, and 2026 

Digital Banking Authorization rules. 

• Payment & Settlement Systems: Role of ICT, UPI ecosystem, NPCI, and real-time 

payments. 

• Bank Frauds in Cyberspace – Offences, Regulation, and Investigation. 

• Emerging issues – Cryptocurrency (Crypto-Assets), FinTech Companies 

• Banking Ombudsman, White Collar Crimes, and Grievance Redressal Mechanisms. 

Unit Iv: Life Insurance Jurisprudence and Regulation (6 Lectures) 

• Basic Principles and Kinds of Life Insurance. 

• LIC: Role and function – Nationalization and debate over FDI in Insurance sector. 

• Concept of Trusts in Life Insurance Policy. 

• Role of IRDA in regulating Life Insurance Business – Special reference to post-Covid era, 

Ind AS implementation (2026). 

Unit V: Law and Practice of General Insurance (6 Lectures) 

• General Insurance in India – A background. 

• Structure of the Policy – Insurance Documentation. 

• Underwriting and Rating - Disclosure - Terms and Conditions. 

• Claims Procedures – Underinsurance Condition of Average – Recovery. 

Reference Materials 

Bare Acts 

1. Banking Regulation Act ,1949. 

2. Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority Act ,1999. 

3. Reserve Bank of India Act ,1934. 

4. The General Insurance Business (Nationalization) Act, 1972. 

5. The Insurance Act,1938 



6. The Life Insurance Corporation Act, 1956. 

7. The Marine Insurance Act, 1963. 

 

Suggested Readings 

 

1. Bhupal Bhattacharya, The Role and Impact of the Insurance Regulatory and Development 

Authority on the Growth and Development of the Indian Insurance Market 

https://lawjournals.celnet.in/index.php/jbil/article/view/1261 

2. Geetanjali Nataraj Ashwani , Banking Sector Regulation in India: Overview, Challenges 

and Way Forward. https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0019556118783065 

3. J.M. Holden, The Law and Practice of Banking, Universal Law Publishing. 

4. Kusum W. Ketkar and Suhas L. Ketkar, “Bank Nationalization, Financial Savings, and 

EconomicDevelopment: A Case Study of India”, 27 The Journal of Developing Areas 69 

(1992) availablefrom https://www.jstor.org/stable/4192167 

5. M. N. Srinivasan, Principles of Insurance Law, Wadhwa & Co.; 

6. M.N. Mishra & S.B. Mishra, Insurance Principles and Practice (22nd Ed. S. Chand & 

Company Pvt. Ltd.) ISBN: 9788121910217 

7. Manju Rajan Babu and Ashok Kumar M. “Evaluating the nationalization & 

privatizationeffect: a case of Indian banking industry”, available at 

https://www.businessperspectives.org/images/pdf/applications/publishing/templ 

8. T. T. Bishnoi & Sofia Devi, Banking Sector Reforms in India, (Palgrave Macmillan Studies, 

2017) 

 

Relevant Cases 

 

1. B. Prashanth Hegde v. State Bank of India, 2026 INSC 155 

2. Bir Singh v. Mukesh Kumar, (2019) 4 SCC 197 

3. C.C. Alavi Haji v. Pala petty Muhammed.2007 (7) SCALE 380 94 

4. Harris v. Poland (1941) All ER 204: 1 K.B.D. 204 

5. Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Corp. Ltd. v. Awaz & Ors., 2024 INSC 1044 

6. Laxmi Dyechem v. State of Gujarat and Ors. (2012) 13 SCC 375 

7. Life Insurance Corporation of India v. Asha Goel, AIR 2001 SC 549 

8. M. Rajendran & Ors. v. M/s KPK Oils and Proteins India Pvt. Ltd. & Ors., 2025 INSC 

1137 

9. Mahaveer Sharma v. Exide Life Insurance Company Ltd. & Anr., 2025 INSC 268 

10. Mithoolal Nayak v. Life Insurance Corporation of India, AIR 1962 SC 814 

11. Nedumpilli Finance Company Ltd. v. State of Kerala, (2022) INSC 544 

12. New India Assurance Co. Ltd. v. M/s Zuari Industries Ltd. (2009) 9 SCC 7040 
13. Pink v. Fleming (1890) 25 QBD 396 01 

14. R.C. Cooper v. Union of India, AIR 1970 SC 564 

15. Rangappa. Sri. Mohan (2010) 11SCC 441 101 

16. Sajjan Bank (Private) Ltd. v. Reserve Bank of India, AIR 1961 Mad. 8 

17. Simmonds v. Cockell (1920) All ER Rep. 162 46 

18. Surinder Singh Deswal and Ors. v. Virender Gandhi, (2019) 8 SCALE 445 

 

***** 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/4192167
http://www.businessperspectives.org/images/pdf/applications/publishing/templ


Name of Program LL.M. 

LLLM102L Competition Law and Corporate 

Restructuring 

L T P C 

Owning School/Department School of Law 2 0 0 2 

Pre-requisites/Exposure Corporate Laws 

 

Course Summary 

 

Post-1991, India embraced liberalization, privatization, and globalization in pursuit of 

developing its markets. The natural consequence of this was that the Indian market should pull 

its socks up to face competition from within the country and outside. New competition law was 

proposed on the recommendation of the Raghavan Committee, 1999, the purpose of which was 

to maintain and protect the competitive process since competition promotes efficiency, 

increases consumer welfare, and contributes to the economy’s progress. Through the 

Competition Act, 2002, executive power was delegated to a regulator, the “Competition 

Commission of India. The Act, 2002 created an ex-post enforcement mechanism for anti- 

competitive agreement and abuse of dominant position and an ex-ante enforcement mechanism 

for regulating combinations. To facilitate enforcement mechanism, CCI has the power to notify 

regulations. Apart from this, CCI is also entrusted to carry out ‘competition advocacy’ under 

which CCI is responsible for aiding the government in formulating competition policy, creating 

awareness and imparting training on competition issues. This course introduces the students to 

the enforcement of competition law in India and skills them to analyse anti-competitive conduct 

based on understanding economic, legal, and procedural issues. 

 

Course Outcomes (COs)  

 

By the end of this course, student shall be able to: 

CO1: Explain the socio-economic impact of competition on enterprises and economy. 

CO2: Analyze the cases decided by the tribunals and courts to identify the gaps and suggest 

measures. 

CO3: Apply the substantive and procedural provisions of Competition Law to the anti- 

competitive conduct in India. 

CO4: Examine the role and authority of competition regulator vis-à-vis social and economic 

institutions. 

CO5: Evaluate the legal provisions and offer professional advice and counseling. 

CO-PO Mapping 

 

 PO1 PO2 PO3 PO4 PO5 

CO1 2 - - - - 

CO2 - 2 2 2 - 

CO3 - 2 3 - 2 

CO4 1 - 2 - - 

CO5 - 3 - 2 - 

1=weakly related 2= moderately related 3=strongly related 



Course Contents 

 

Unit I: Rationale for Competition Law and Economic Regulation (4 Lectures) 

• Economics of Competition and Competition Law 

• Schools of Competition Analysis 

• Development of Indian Competition Law and its essential characteristics 

Unit II: Agreements against Competition (6 Lectures) 

• Key Concepts and Principles: ‘agreement’, Appreciable adverse effect, Per Se and Rule of 

Reason 

• Horizontal and Vertical Agreements: Types and Distinction, Procedure, Penalties and 

Leniency 

• Intellectual Property and Competition Law Interface 

 

Unit III: Abuse of Dominant Position (8 Lectures) 

• Delineating Relevant Market 

• Determination of Market Dominance 

• Identifying Abusive Practices: Procedure and Penalties 

Unit IV: Regulation of Combinations (8 Lectures) 

• Definition of Combinations with threshold 

• Procedural and substantive Requirements 

• Procedure and Penalties for non-compliance of the provisions 

Unit V: Regulatory and Enforcement Bodies (4 Lectures) 

• Structure, powers and functions of Competition Authorities in India 

• Jurisdiction of CCI vis-a-vis other Sectoral Regulators 

• Competition Advocacy 

• Action for Compensation 

 

Reference Materials 

 

1. Avatar Singh, Indian Competition Law, First Edition, LexisNexis 

2. Herber Hovenkamp, Federal Antitrust Policy: Law of Competition and Its Practice (4th ed. 

Hornbook Series, WEST, 2011) 
3. Report of Competition Law Reform Committee, 2020 

4. Report of High-Level Committee on Competition Policy and Law, 1999 

5. Roger Van den Bergh & Peter D. Camesasca, European competition Law and Economics: 

A comparative Perspective (Intersentia- HART, 2001) 

6. Versha Vahini, Case Law on Competition Law in India, 2020 (Lexis Nexis) 

 

Assessment Scheme 

 

Components Internal Assessment Mid Term Exam End Exam Total 

Weightage (%) 25% 25% 50% 100% 



Name of Program LL.M. 

LLLM104L Corporate Restructuring: Bankruptcy & 

Liquidation 

L T P C 

Owning 
School/Department 

School of Law 2 0 0 2 

Pre- 
requisites/Exposure 

Company Law, Corporate Restructuring 

 

Course Summary 

 

In India, prior to 2016, the legal and institutional machinery for dealing with debt default had 

not been in line with global standards. The recovery action by creditors, either through the 

Contract Act or through special laws such as the Recovery of Debts Due to Banks and Financial 

Institutions Act, 1993 and the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and 

Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002, failed to achieve desired results. Whereas the laws 

dealing with insolvency such as the Presidential Towns insolvency Act, 1909 and the Provincial 

Insolvency Act. 1920, which were almost a century old, impeded the confidence of the lender. 

The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016 (IBC) passed by the Parliament overhauled the 

existing framework that dealt with the insolvency of corporates, individuals, other entities in 

India. The Code provided much-needed reforms while focusing on creditor-driven insolvency 

resolution. The IBC is considered to be as one of the biggest economic reforms which contains 

and amends the laws relating to reorganization and insolvency resolution of corporate persons, 

partnership firms and individuals in a time bound manner. The reason for introducing this 

course is to acquaint students with the legal, procedural, and practical aspects of Insolvency 

and its resolution. This course will help the students in improving understanding of the process 

of corporate restructuring and liquidation and enhances employability skills. 

Course Outcomes (COs) 

 

By the end of this course, student shall be able to: 

CO1: To impart knowledge of critical areas relating to dissolution/winding-up/end of corporate 

entities under various laws in India 

CO2: To understand nature of corporate reforms introduced since 2013 and 2016 in the field 

of bankruptcy and liquidation of corporate entities. 

CO3: To develop critical understanding of various aspects of insolvency and bankruptcy law 

in India along with its interaction with the relevant commercial laws. 

CO4: To apply clear, coherent, efficient process for early identification of financial distress 

and resolution. 

CO5: Evaluate the legal provisions and offer professional advice and counseling. 

 

CO-PO Mapping 

 

 PO1 PO2 PO3 PO4 PO5 

CO1 - - 1 -  

CO2 1 3 3 -  

CO3 3 3 2 1 1 

CO4 2 2 - 2 2 

CO5 - 1 - 3  

1=weakly related 2= moderately related 3=strongly related 



Course Contents 

 

Unit I: Introduction (4 Lectures) 

• Meaning of Corporate Restructuring and its historical background 

• Need & Modes of Corporate Restructuring 

• Regulators and their role in corporate Restructuring 

Unit II: Insolvency & Bankruptcy Code, 2016 (6 Lectures) 

• Bankruptcy and Insolvency – The Concept; 

• Historical Developments of Insolvency Laws in India (Till 2016) and thereafter 

• Recent Development in Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code 2016 

• Key stakeholders – Regulator and Designated Intermediaries – Insolvency and 

Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI), Insolvency Resolution Agency (IRA), Insolvency 

Professionals, and Information Utility 

Unit III: Corporate Insolvency Resolution Process (8 Lectures) 

• Process and Practice of CIRP 

• Resolution Strategies - Restructuring of Equity and Debt: Compromise and Arrangement 

• Acquisition, Takeover and Change of Management, Sale of Assets 

• Committee of Creditors: Powers and Duties 

• Fast Track Corporation Insolvency Resolution Process 

Unit IV: Liquidation of Corporate Person (6 Lectures) 

• Initiation of Liquidation 

• Powers and duties of Liquidator 

• Liquidation Estate and Distribution of assets – Waterfall mechanism 

• Dissolution of corporate debtor 

 

Unit V: Cross-Border Insolvency (6 Lectures) 

• UNCITRAL Model Law on Cross Border Insolvency 

• World Bank Principles for Effective Insolvency and Creditor Rights 

• ADB principles of Corporate Rescue and Rehabilitation 

• Enabling provisions for cross border transactions under IBC 

Reference Materials  

 

1. A.K. Mylsami, P.S. Suman, Supreme Court on Insolvency and Bankruptcy Cases - An 

Encyclopaedia of Cases (Lexis Nexis, New Delhi, 2021). 

2. Akaant Kumar Mittal, Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code: Law and Practice (Eastern Book 

Company, Lucknow, 2021). 

3. Aparna Ravi (ed.), Mulla’s The Law of Insolvency in India (Lexis Nexis, New Delhi, 

2017). 

4. Ashish Makhija, Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code of India - A Commentary on 

Insolvency Resolution, Liquidation, Bankruptcy of Corporate Persons, Individuals, Sole 

Proprietorship & Partnership Firms (Lexis Nexis, New Delhi, 2018). 

5. Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India, Insolvency and Bankruptcy Regime in India 

A Narrative (Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India, New Delhi, 2020). 

6. Sumant Batra, Corporate Insolvency Law and Practice (Eastern Book Company, New 

Delhi, 2017). 



7. V.S. Wahi, Treatise on Insolvency & Bankruptcy Code (Wadhwa Book Company, Delhi, 

2019). 

8. VivekParti, Pooja Mahajan, Handbook on the Insolvency Resolution Process - Decoding 

the Code (Thomson Reuters, New Delhi. 2020). 

 

Relevant Cases 

 

1. Innoventive Industries Ltd. v. ICICI Bank & Anr. (2017) ibclaw.in 02 SC 

2. Arcelormittal India Pvt. Lt. v. Satish Kumar Gupta & Ors. (2018) ibclaw.in 31 SC 

3. Swiss Ribbons Pvt. Ltd. & Anr. v. Union of India & Ors. (2019) ibclaw.in 03 SC 

4. CoC of Essar Steel India Ltd. v. Satish Kumar Gupta & Ors. (2019) ibclaw.in 07 SC 

5. Mobilox Innovations Pvt. Ltd. v. Kirusa Software Pvt. Ltd. (2017) ibclaw.in 01 SC 

6. Macquarie Bank Ltd. v. Shilpi Cable Technologies Ltd (2017) ibclaw.in 14 SC 

7. K. Kishan v. Vijay Nirman Company Pvt. Ltd. (2018) ibclaw.in 01 SC 

8. Transmission Corporation of AP Ltd. v. Equipment Conductors & Cables Ltd. (2018) 

ibclaw.in 33 SC 

9. Pioneer Urban Land and Infrastructure Ltd. & Anr. v. Union of India & Ors. (2019) 

ibclaw.in 13 SC 

10. Manish Kumar v. Union of India and Anr. (2021) ibclaw.in 16 SC 

11. ICICI Bank Ltd. v. SIDCO Leathers Ltd. & Ors. (2017) ibclaw.in 103 SC 

12. Bharti Airtel Ltd. and Anr. v. Vijaykumar V. Iyer and Ors. (2024) ibclaw.in 02 SC 

13. Eva Agro Feeds Pvt. Ltd. v. Punjab National Bank and Anr. (2023) ibclaw.in 98 SC 

14. Moser Baer Karamchari Union v. Union of India and Ors. (2023) ibclaw.in 59 SC 

15. State Tax Officer v. Rainbow Papers Ltd. (2022) ibclaw.in 107 SC 

16. R.K. Industries (UNIT-II) LLP v. H.R. Commercials Pvt. Ltd. and Ors. (2022) ibclaw.in 

104 SC 

17. Sundaresh Bhatt v. Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs (2022) ibclaw.in 103 SC 

 

Assessment Scheme 

 

Components Internal Assessment Mid Term Exam End Term 

Exam 

Total 

Weightage (%) 25% 25% 50% 100% 



Name of Program LL.M 

LLLM106L Securities Market and Investment Laws L T P C 

Owning School/Department School of Law 2 0 0 2 

Pre-requisites/Exposure Company and Corporate Laws 

 

Course Summary 

 

Capital Market is one of most attractive avenues for a corporate body to raise capital through 

ownership and debt instrument. However, it was not always the case, earlier capital market was 

accessible to few companies only and investor base in these markets was not that strong. With 

the establishment of Securities and Exchange Board of India and the liberalization of the 

economy under the new economic policy of 1991, capital market has seen huge development 

over almost last three decades. A sound knowledge in this area can be obtained only if you read 

it in conjunction with primary enactments such as Companies Act, 2013, Securities Contract 

(Regulation) Act, 1956, Securities and Exchange Board of India Act, 1992, Foreign Exchange 

Management Act, 1999. Further, law relating to securities is subject to rapid changes, it is 

always advisable for you to keep abreast of the Regulatory notification and circulars. This 

course will help in the employability of the students. 

 

Course Outcomes (COs) 

By the end of this course the student shall be able to 

CO1: Understand the working and regulation for capital market. 

CO2: Examine the concepts of investment and understand the Indian securities market. 

CO3: Analyse trading in securities and its implication in financial markets. 

CO4: Evaluate the framework in the segment of emerging trends in securities market and 

blockchain, start-up funding and SME financing. 

CO5: Apply/Explore the role and powers of regulator of Capital Market. 

 

CO-PO Mapping 

 

 PO1 PO2 PO3 PO4 PO5 

CO1 3 1 2 - - 

CO2 - 2 2 3 1 

CO3 2 1 - - 1 

CO4 - 1 2 3 2 

CO5 2 - 1 - 2 

1=weakly related 2= moderately related 3=strongly related 

 

Course Contents 

 

Unit I: Overview of Capital Market (6 Lectures) 

• Role, Relevance, and significance of Capital Market 

• Introduction to various components of capital market – primary and secondary market, 

stock exchanges 

• Evolution post-1991 with policy critique 

 

Unit II: Laws Relating to Capital Markets (6 Lectures) 

• Securities Contract Regulation Act, 1956 

• Depositories Act, 1996 



• Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) Act, 1992: Constitution, Powers, Functions 

and jurisdiction 

Unit III: Regulation and Administration (6 Lectures) 

• Objectives and basic concepts 

• SEBI’s Guidelines on Insider Trading 

• Takeover Regulations, 2011 

 

Unit IV: Issuance of Capital (6 Lectures) 

• SEBI (Issuance of Capital Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2018 

• Meaning of Public Offer, Private Placement, Preferential Allotment 

Unit V: Emerging Trends in Securities Market (6 Lectures) 

• Corporate Finance and Blockchain 

• Funding mechanism in Start-Ups 

• Approaches to SME Financing 

Reference Materials 

1. Bharati V. Pathak (2018), Indian Financial System, Pearson 

2. Deepening India’s Capital Market: The Way Forward, USAID, November 2007 

3. E Gordon & H Nataraj, Capital Market in India, Himalaya Publishing House, 2013 

4. Guruswamy, Capital Market, Tata McGraw Education, 2009 

5. ICSID Convention – A Commentary, C. Schreuer, 2nd Edition 2009 

6. Imaad A Moosa, Foreign Direct Investment: Theory Evidence and Practice, Palgrave 

MacMillan, 2010. 

7. M.Y. Khan: Indian Financial Systems; Tata McGraw Hill, 4/12, Asaf Ali Road, New 

Delhi 

8. Niti Bhasin, FDI In India, New Century Publication, 2008. 

9. Sanjeev Agarwal, Guide to Indian Capital Market, Bharat Law House, 2009 

10. The Consolidated FDI Policy Circular of 2014, Ministry of Commerce & Industry 

Department of Industrial Policy & Promotion, Government of India 

 

Relevant Cases 

 

1. A R Dahiya v. SEBI (2015) SC 

2. Alok Khetan v SEBI [2008] 86 SCL 187 (SAT – Mum.) 

3. Anil Harish v SEBI [2012] 114 SCL 407 (SAT – Mum.) 

4. Arbutus Consultancy LLP v. SEBI (2017) 

5. Association, Supreme Court Judgment dated: 13.10.2022 

6. Before The Adjudicating Officer, SEBI in the investigation matter of Man (India) Ltd, 

[Adjudication Order Nos. ASK/AO/62-67/2014] 

7. Bikramjit Ahluwalia v. SEBI, Securities Appellate Tribunal Decision Dated:10.11.2017 

8. Dsq Holdings Limited v. SEBI, 2005 60 SCL 156 SAT 

9. Dushyant N. Dala v SEBI, SC (2017) 

10. Exchange Board of India and Union of India, through Ministry of Corporate Affairs 

(respondents); Appeal No. 131 of 2011; Date of Decision: 18.10.2011 

11. Hindustan Lever Ltd. v. SEBI, (1998) 18 SCL 311 MOF 

12. In respect of Royal Twinkle Star Club Limited and its Directors, SEBI (2015) 



13. In the matter of acquisition of shares of Jet Airways (India) Limited WTM/RKA/CFD- 

DCR/17/2014 

14. In the matter of Fairwealth Securities Limited, 2021 

15. In the matter of Kamat Hotels (India) Ltd, WTM/GM/EFD/DRAIII/20/MAR/2017 

16. In the matter of Nicer Green Housing and Infrastructure Developers Limited, 2021 

17. In the matter of PVP Ventures Ltd Adjudication Order No ASK/AO/172-73/2014-15 

18. Jaykishor Chaturvedi & Ors. v. SEBI, (2025) 12 SCC 583 

19. Judgement dated: 18.09.2015 

20. Kosha Investments Ltd v. Securities & Exchange Board of India, Supreme Court 

Judgement dated: 18.09.2015 

21. Laurel Energetics Pvt. Ltd. v. SEBI (2017) SAT 

22. M/s Brightcom Group Limited v. SEBI & Anr., 2024 SCC OnLine TS 512 

23. M/S Jute Investment Company Ltd vs IDBI Capital Market Services, Delhi High Court 

Judgment dated: Nov. 16, 2015 

24. MCX Stock Exchange Ltd. v. SEBI, Bombay High Court Judgment dated: 14.03.2012 

25. National Stock Exchange v. SEBI, 2023 SCC OnLine SAT 74 

26. Nirma Industries Ltd. v. Securities & Exchange Board of India, (2013)8 SCC 20 

27. NSDL v SEBI, SAT (2009) 

28. Prakash Gupta v. Securities and Exchange Board of India, Supreme Court Judgment dated: 

July 23, 2021 

29. Pramod Jain v. SEBI, Supreme Court Judgement dated: 07.11.2016 

30. Rajat Gupta Case study, 2016 

31. Rajesh Toshniwal v. SEBI (2012) SAT 

32. Rakesh Agrawal v. SEBI 2003 

33. Reliance Industries Ltd. v. SEBI, 2004 55 SCL 81 SAT 

34. Sahara India Real Estate v. Securities & Exchange. Board of India, (2012) 10 SCC 

35. Samir Arora v SEBI, SAT (2004) 

36. Sanjay Dalmia v. SEBI (SAT) 2016 

37. Satyam Computer Services Ltd. v. SEBI, 2023 SCC OnLine SAT 142 

38. SEBI v Information Technologies (India) Ltd, Delhi HC (2017) 

39. SEBI v. Abhijit Ranjan, Supreme Court Judgment dated: Sept 119, 2022 

40. SEBI v. Akshya Infrastructure Pvt.Ltd., (2014) 11 SCC 112 

41. SEBI v. Sameer Arora (2004) SAT 

42. SEBI v. Shri Sunil Krishna Khaitan, Supreme Court Judgement dated: 11.07.2022 

43. SEBI vs Shreepati Holdings and Finance, SAT (2007) 

44. Securities & Exchange Board of India vs Burren Energy India Ltd, SC (2016) 

45. Securities and Exchange Board of India v. National Stock Exchange Members 

46. Securities and Exchange Board of India Vs Ajay Agarwal, (2010) 3 SCC 765 

47. Securities Exchange Board of India vs M/S Opee Stock-Link Ltd., SC (2016) 

48. Standard Chartered Bank v Custodian, (2000) 6 SCC 427 

49. Subhkam Ventures Pvt Ltd v. SEBI (2010) SAT 

50. Tarun Jiwarajka v. SEBI (2018) SAT 

51. Tijaria Polypipes and Others v SEBI, SAT (2014) 

52. Vedanta Limited v. SEBI, 2023 SCC OnLine SAT 98 

53. Vishal Tiwari v. Union of India, (2024) 1 SCC 1 



Assessment Scheme 

 

Components Internal Assessment Mid Term Exam End Term 

Exam 

Total 

Weightage (%) 25% 25% 50% 100% 



Name of Program LLM 

LLLM108L Law, Technology and E-Commerce L T P C 

Owning School/Department School of Law 2 0 0 2 

Pre-requisites/Exposure Law of Contract 1872, Banking Law, International Law 

 

Course Summary  

 

The main objective of the course is to enable students to understand the pressing problems of 

commerce. The students will be exposed to know the theoretical and philosophical dimensions 

of e -commerce in multiple dimensions. By the end of the term the student will be able to 

understand the problems and challenges of consumer protection in e commerce with an ability 

to suggest remedies. This course will help in the development of employability of the students. 

 

Course Outcomes (COs)  

 

By the end of this course the student shall be able to 

CO1: Explain and analyse the nature, features, and evolving dimensions of e-commerce using 

legal and technological perspectives. 

CO2: Appraise the legal position of electronic contracts and assess the jurisdictional issues in 

e-consumer disputes. 

CO3: Critically analyse consumer protection laws applicable to e-commerce and evaluate the 

effectiveness of dispute resolution mechanisms, including mediation and online dispute 

resolution (ODR), in India. 

CO4: Analyse cyber security challenges in e-commerce, with particular focus on intermediary 

liability, privacy obligations, and data protection compliance under Indian and comparative 

legal frameworks 

CO5: Assess the protection of Intellectual Property Rights in e-commerce domain. 

 

CO-PO Mapping 

 

 PO1 PO2 PO3 PO4 PO5 

CO1 2  - 2 - 

CO2 - 2 - 3 - 

CO3 3 - 2 - - 

CO4 2 - 2 2 3 

CO5 - 2 - 2 3 

1=weakly related 2= moderately related 3=strongly related 

 

Course Contents 

 

Unit I: Introduction to E-Commerce (4 Lectures) 

• Evolution of E-Commerce 

• E-Commerce as a Business Model and Issues in E-Commerce Transactions 

• UNCITRAL – Model Law of E-Commerce 

 

Unit II: Legal and Regulatory Framework of E-Contracts (6 Lectures) 

• Electronic Contracts: Formation, Validity and Enforceability 

• Jurisdictional issue in e- contracts 

• Liability of E-Commerce Entities 



Unit III: E-Commerce Dispute Resolution (7 Lectures) 

• E-Commerce and its impact on consumers 

• Standard Form of Contracts, Unfair contracts, Product Liability 

• Measures for the protection of E-consumer: Consumer Protection Act, 2019, Mediation in 

consumer dispute & Online Dispute Resolution Mechanism 

Unit IV: Data Protection and Cyber Security (7 Lectures) 

• Concept of Privacy, Key Privacy issues 

• State Surveillance and Right to Privacy Issues relating to Cyber Security in India 

• Government Initiatives related to cybersecurity 

• Protection of Personal Data: Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023 

 

Unit V: Intellectual Property Rights In E-Commerce (6 Lectures) 

• Protection of IPR in E-commerce 

• Trademark and Counterfeiting 

• Domain Name Dispute 

• cyber-squatting, Software Piracy 

Reference Materials 

1. Alan Davidson, The law of electronic commerce, Cambridge University Press 2012 ISBN 

9780511818400 

2. Avery Wiener Katz, “Is Electronic Contracting Different? Contract Law in the Information 

Age” 2018 

3. Burrows & Edwin Peel, Contract Formation and Parties (Oxford University Press Inc., 

New York, 2010) ISBN: 9780199583706 

4. C. Droge and R.Germain, The relationship of electronic data interchange with inventory 

and financial performance 21 JBL 209-230 (2000). 

5. C. M. Abhilash, “Commerce Law in Developing Countries: An Indian Perspective” 2002. 

6. Chetan Karnatak, “Cyberspace: Jurisdictional Issues of E-commerce and Consumer 

Protection” 2017. 

7. Chetan Karnatak, Cyberspace: Jurisdictional Issues of E-commerce and Consumer 

Protection, (2017) 

8. Chris Reed and John Angel, Computer Law: The Law of Regulation of Information 

Technology (Oxford University Press, 5th edn., 2007) ISBN 978-0199263509. 

9. Chris Reed, Internet Law, Text and Materials (Cambridge University Press, 2nd Edn., 2004), 

ISBN 978-1316579985 

10. Chris Reed, Managing Regulatory Jurisdiction, 38 Houston Law Review 1003 (2001). 

11. Christopher William Pappas, Comparative U.S. & EU Approaches to E- Commerce 

Regulation: Jurisdiction, Electronic Contracts, Electronic Signatures and Taxation 31 

DENV. J. IN’L L & POL’Y 325 (2002-2003). 

12. Dennis M. Kennedy, Key Legal Concerns in E-Commerce: The Law Comes to the New 

Frontier 18 T.M. COOLEY L. REV. 17 (2001) 

13. Dennis M. Kennedy, Key Legal Concerns in E-Commerce: The Law Comes to the New 

Frontier 18 T.M. COOLEY L. REV. 17 (2001). 

14. J Hill, Cross-Border Consumer Contracts (Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2008), ISBN 

978-0-19-927654-7 



15. Lorna E Gillies, Electronic Commerce and International Private Law: A study of Electronic 

Consumer Contracts (Ashgate Publishing Limited, England, 1st edn., 2008), ISBN 978- 

0754673310 

16. N.S. Nappinai, Technology Law Decoded (Lexis Nexis, 1st edn., 2017), ISBN 

9789350359723 

17. Neeraj Dubey, Legal issues in e-commerce: Think before you click 2015. 

18. Patrick Quirk and John A. Rothchild, Consumer Protection and the Internet in Handbook 

of Research on International Consumer Law (Edward Elgar Publishing, 2010), ISBN 

9781847201287. 

19. Rohas Nagpal, Electronic Contracts & the Indian Law, 2012. 

20. Sachin Mishra, Determining Jurisdiction over E-Commerce disputes in India 2014. 

21. Teresa Rodríguez de las Heras Ballell, Applicable Law and Jurisdiction in Electronic 

Contracts 2016. 

22. Vakul Sharma, Information Technology: Law and Practice 2021 

23. Vancouver and Jeffery E. Wittmann, Electronic Contracts, 2015 

 

 

Assessment Scheme 

 

Components Internal Assessment Mid Term Exam End Term 

Exam 

Total 

Weightage (%) 25% 25% 50% 100% 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CRIMINAL LAW SPECIALIZATION 



Name of Program LL.M. 

LLLM119L Police Administration and Criminal 

Justice 

L T P C 

Owning School/Department School of Law 2 0 0 2 

Pre-requisites/Exposure BNS, BNSS, BSA 

 

Course Summary 

 

This course is a core course in the branch of Criminal Law aimed at critically examining the 

Police structure and administration in India. The course will critically examine the roles and 

functions of Indian police under the present legal system and criminal administration. It will 

train and prepare the emerging advocates and scholars in tackling with the challenges faced by 

the present policies, rules, regulations, and its implementation under the police system to foster 

reforms in the justice system. This course will help the student develop employability. 

 

Course Outcomes (COs) 

 

By the end of this course, student shall be able to: 

CO1: Understand the background, evolution, and structure of police system in India. 

CO2: Examine the roles and functions of modern police system from multiple legislative 

aspects. 

CO3: Analyse the interface of police with various stakeholders and challenges faced in 

administration of justice. 

CO4: Evaluate the contemporary policing and modernization in the police system for criminal 

justice. 

CO5: Create a critical insight into the policy implementation of police interplay and police 

reforms through legislative and judicial guidance. 

 

CO-PO/PSO Mapping 

 

 PO1 PO2 PO3 PO4 PO5 PSO1 PSO2 

CO1 2 - - - 1 - 2 

CO2 1 - 2 - - 2 - 

CO3 - 2 3 - 2 - 2 

CO4 - 2 2 2 - - 2 

CO5 - 3 - 2 - 2 - 

1=weakly related 2= moderately related 3=strongly related 

 

Course Contents 

 

Unit I: Indian Police: History, Constitutional Provisions and Organisation  (6 Lectures ) 

• History of Police and Policing in India: Pre-Independence & Post Independence era 

• Constitutional Provisions regarding Police in India and Role of Ministry of Home Affairs 

in Police matters 

• Police Organization in India: At the Central Level, State Level & District and Sub-district 

Level, Special Police Agencies 

• Police Act of 1861 and State Police legislations 



Unit II: Functioning of Modern Police (6 Lectures) 

• Police Recruitment, Selection and Training 

• Powers of arrest, search and seizure, collection of evidence, witness examination and 

protection 

• Police as a law enforcement agency 

• Prevention of crime by Police 

Unit III: Emerging Challenges in Policing (6 Lectures) 

• Human Rights violation in Police work- Use of force, custodial violence, encounter 

killings- legal and ethical issues, Police Accountability 

• Corruption, Political Interference and challenges of Police Autonomy 

• Gender Sensitive Policing and crimes against women 

• Crimes against children and other vulnerable sections 

Unit IV: Modernisation of Police and Criminal Justice System (6 Lectures) 

• Developing healthy police public relationship, Police Complaints Authority and Zero 

tolerance policing 

• Community and problem oriented Policing, Cyber policing 

• AI and Predictive policing 

• Emerging technologies in law enforcement 

Unit V: New Policy Paradigm in Police and Criminal Justice (6 Lectures) 

• Role and Relationship of Police, Prosecution, and Correctional Agencies in Criminal 

Justice 

• Procedural reforms with special reference to National Police Commission 

Recommendations,1979, Malimath Committee 2003, Second Administrative Reforms 

Committee 2009 

• The Role of Judiciary in Police Reforms 

• International criminal justice standards, UN guidelines on Policing and global best 

practices 

Reference Materials 

 

1. Diaz, S.M., 1976, New Dimensions of the Police Role and functions in India Published by 

the National Police Academy, Hyderabad. 

2. Edelstein, C.D., & Wicks, R.I., 1977, An Introduction to Criminal Justice, Mc Graw Hill. 

3. Gupta, A., Police in British India -1886 to 1947 Concept Publishing Co., New Delhi. 

4. Mayhill, Pamela D, 1985, Police-community relations and administration of justice, 

Prentice Hall Englewood Cliffs 

5. Misra, S.C., 1970, Police Administration in India. 

6. Morely, W.H. 1958, Administration of Justice in India, New Delhi, Metropolitan. 

7. Nehad Ashraf, 1992, Police and Policing in India, Common Wealth Publishers House, New 

Delhi. 

8. Parmar. M.S., (1992), Problems of Police Administration, Reliance Publishing House, New 

Delhi. 

9. Sankar Sen (1986), Police Today, Ashish Publishing House, New Delhi. 

10. Sethi, R.B., 1983, The police Acts, Law Book Co., Allahabad. 



11. Venugopal Rao, S., 1997, Criminal Justice -Problems and Perspectives in India, Konark 

Publishers Pvt. Ltd., New Delhi. Krishna Mohan Mathur (1994), Indian Police, Role and 

Challenges, Gyan Publishing House, New Delhi. 

 

Assessment Scheme 

 

Components Internal Assessment Mid Term Exam End Term 

Exam 

Total 

Weightage (%) 25% 25% 50% 100% 



Name of Program LL.M. 

LLLM112L Socio-Economic Offences and White- 

Collar Crimes 

L T P C 

Owning School/Department School of Law 4 0 0 4 

Pre-requisites/Exposure Law of Crimes 

 

Course Summary 

 

With social and economic development of the State, crimes undergo a transformation distinct 

from traditional nomenclatures of crimes against the human body and property. Crimes which 

affect the social and economic aspects of public life and crimes which are committed by 

persons in position of authority in organizations and status. Behavioral and societal changes 

have also created new debates on forms of human behavior which need to be regulated to 

prevent harm to others by bringing such behavior within the ambit of criminal law. The course 

seeks to undertake a critical analysis of emerging crimes considering the abovesaid context. 

 

Course Outcomes (COs) 

 

By the end of this course, students shall be able to: 

CO1: To analyze the concept of socio-economic offences and white-collar crimes in Indian 

context 

CO2: To analyze the various statutes on crimes against women and children. 

CO3: To understand the legal challenges of cybercrimes. 

CO4: To understand evolving sites of criminal responsibility with reference to the emerging. 

crimes. 

CO5: To evaluate the existing framework to deal with the socio economic offences and white- 

collar crimes. 

 

CO-PO Mapping 

 

 PO1 PO2 PO3 PO4 PO5 

CO1 3 1 2 - - 

CO2 - 2 2 3 1 

CO3 2 1 - - 1 

CO4 - 1 2 3 2 

CO5 2 - 1 - 2 

1=weakly related 2= moderately related 3=strongly related 

 

Course Contents 

 

Unit I: Socio-Economic Offences (6 Lectures) 

• Historical Evolution of Concept of Socio-Economic Offences 

• Related Theories 

• Mens Rea Requirement in Socio-Economic Offences 

• Sentencing in Socio-Economic Offences 

• Socio-Economic Offences in India, Poverty and Crime 

Unit II: White Collar Crime and Privileged Class Deviance (6 Lectures) 

• Historical Evolution of Concept of White-Collar Crime & Privileged Class Deviance 

• Mens Rea Requirement and Sentencing in White Collar Crimes 



• Criminal Responsibility of Managerial Persons and Employees 

• Corruption and Privileged Class Deviance in Public Servants: General and In India 

Unit III: Offences Against Women & Children (6 Lectures) 

• Evolution of Rape Laws post- Mathura & Nirbhaya Rape Incidents 

• Sexual Harassment of Women under IPC and Prevention of Sexual Harassment of Women 

at Workplace Act 2013 

• Obscenity & Pornography under Indecent Representation of Women (Prohibition) Act 

1986 and Information Technology Act 2000 

• Domestic Violence against Women Act 2005 

• Sexual Assault of Children under Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act 2012. 

Unit IV: Cyber Crimes (6 Lectures) 

• Offences under Information Technology Act 2000 

• Jurisdictional Challenges in Cyber Crimes 

• Measures by Central & State Investigation Agencies against Cyber Crimes 

• Cyber Crimes in the Financial Sector 

• Artificial Intelligence and Cyber Crimes. 

Unit V: Prevention of Money Laundering (6 Lectures) 

• Scope and Salient Features of the Prevention of Money Laundering Act, 2002 

• Definitions – attachment, money laundering, proceeds of crime, reporting entity and 

scheduled offences 

• Enforcement under PMLA – Attachment, Survey, Search & Seizure, Powers to arrest 

• Adjudicating under PMLA – Authorities and Special Courts, Vesting of Property in Central 

Government 

• Obligations of Banks, Financial Institutions and Intermediaries 

Reference Materials 

 

1. David Weisburd, The Criminology of White-Collar Crime, Springer International 

Publishing 

2. Edwin H. Sutherland, White Collar Crime: The Uncut Version, Yale University Press 

3. Gabriel Hailevy, When Robots Kill: Artificial Intelligence Under Criminal Law, 

Northeastern University Press 

4. Insurance Principles and Practice by M.N. Mishra & S.B. Mishra, S. Chand & Company 

Pvt. Ltd. 

5. Jay S. Albanese, Combating Piracy: Intellectual Property Theft and Fraud, Taylor & 

Francis Publishers 

6. M.L. Tannan, Revised by Vinod Kothari, Tannan’s Banking Law and Practice in 

India,(28th ed., 2021) 

7. Nancy Lombard, The Routledge Handbook of Gender and Violence, Routledge Publishers 

8. Rebecca M. Hayes and Kate Luther, Crime: Social Media, Crime, and the Criminal Legal 

System, Springer International Publishing 

9. Robert Taylor, Eric Fritsch, John Liederbach, Michael Saylor, William Tafoya, Digital 

Crime and Digital Terrorism, Pearsons Education 

10. Sameer Patil, Securing India in the Cyber Era, Routledge Publishers 

11. Shalu Nigam, Women and Domestic Violence Law in India: A Quest for Justice, Routledge 

Publishers 



Relevant Cases 

 

1. Arvind Kejriwal v. Directorate of Enforcement 2024 INSC 512 

2. State of Karnataka v. S. Subbegowda, 2023 SCC OnLine SC 911 

3. Basant Kumar Sharma v. Government of India, [2013] 120 SCL 122 (Del). 

4. CBI v. Nirav Modi & Others, (2018) 17 SCC 671. 

5. Central Bureau of Investigation, Bank Securities & Fraud Cell v. Ramesh Gelli and Others 

Criminal Appeal No 1077-1081 of 2013. 

6. Central Bureau of Investigation, Bank Securities v. Ramesh Gelli & Ors. Writ Petition (Crl.) 

No. 167 of 2015. 

7. Franklin Templeton Trustee Services Pvt. Ltd. v. Amruta Garg & Others, 2020 SCC OnLine 

Bom 893. 

8. Harshad S. Mehta v. Custodian & Ors. [(1998) 5 SCC 1]. 

9. M. Narsinga Rao v. State of Andhra Pradesh (2001) I SCC 691. 

10. P. Satyanarayana Murthy v. The District Inspector of Police (2015) 10 SCC 152. 

11. Parkash Singh Badal v. State of Punjab (2007) 1 SCC 1. 

12. PUCL (PDS Matters) v. Union of India, (2013) 2 SCC 663. 

13. Rajesh Shantilal Adani v. Special Director, Enforcement Directorate, Mumbai, (2014) 1 

GLR 819. 

14. Serious Fraud Investigation Office v. IL&FS Financial Services Ltd. & Others, 2019 SCC 

OnLineSC 1561. 

15. State Bank of India v. Vijay Mallya & Others, 2018 SCC OnLine SC 2036. 

16. State of Andhra Pradesh v. Venkateswarulu (2015) 7 SCC 283. 

17. Subash Parbat Sonvane v. State of Gujarat Crl. Appeal no. 546 of 2002, 

18. Vasant Rao Guhe v. State of M.P. (Criminal Appeal No. 1279 of 2017). 

 

Assessment Scheme 

 

Components Internal Assessment Mid Term Exam End Term 

Exam 

Total 

Weightage (%) 25% 25% 50% 100% 



Name of Program LL.M. 

LLLM114L Juvenile Justice L T P C 

Owning School/Department School of Law 2 1 0 2 

Pre-requisites/Exposure B.A./BB.A. LL.B. (5 Year Integrated) , LL.B. (3 years) 

 

Course Summary 

 

This course is designed to give students an overview of the topic of juvenile justice, with a 

specific emphasis on the Indian juvenile justice system, though comparisons with other justice 

systems will be made from time to time. The course will examine the history of the juvenile 

justice system and evaluate how juvenile wrongdoing has been socially constructed as a 

problem. The course also examines how the juvenile justice system deals with child in conflict 

with law. We investigate several aspects of the juvenile system, including the juvenile courts, 

juvenile residential and non-residential interventions, and alternative means of dealing with so- 

called problem youth, such as restorative justice and diversion programs. 

 

Course Outcomes (COs) 

By the end of this course, students shall be able to: 

CO1: Understand the concept of delinquency and the evolution of the juvenile justice system. 

CO2: Explain children’s rights and the need for protection of children. 

CO3: Examine the juvenile court system and its handling of cases, as well as other methods of 

treatment of children and adolescents. 

CO4: Analyse the role of police, attorneys, judges, and other actors in the juvenile justice 

system and the main outcomes of juvenile justice system process 

CO5: Develop an ability to analyse the influence of social, commUNITy, and environmental 

factors on delinquency. 

 

CO-PO Mapping 

 

 PO1 PO2 PO3 PO4 PO5 

CO1 1 2 2 3 2 

CO2 - 2 - 3 2 

CO3 - 3 - 2 - 

CO4 1 3 - 3 1 

CO5 - 2 1 2 3 

1=weakly related 2= moderately related 3=strongly related 

 

Course Contents 

 

Unit I: Introduction to Juvenile Justice (8 Lectures) 

• Evolution of juvenile justice Jurisprudence 

• Juvenile justice system vs. Criminal justice system 

• International child law (UNCRC, Beijing Rules, Riyadh Guidelines) 

• Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act 2015 and other Legal frameworks 

(POCSO, Information Technology Act, Child Marriage Act): Introductory Comments 

• Juvenile Crime Rate in India: Methodological Understanding of ‘Crime in India’ Report 

(NCRB) (Theories of Delinquency) 



Unit II: Child Rights and Legal Protection of Children (6 Lectures) 

• Definition of Child: UNCRC, JJ Act, 2015, POCSO 

• Age of Criminal Responsibility: Debating the age of “child” 

• Child Rights under United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), 

• The Constitution of India and Child rights 

• The Commissions for Protection of Child Rights Act, 2005: National Commission for 

protection of child rights, State Commission for the protection of child rights, 

• Children’s Courts. 

Unit III: Reforming the Child-In-Conflict with Law (6 Lectures) 

• International Perspectives on dealing with child-in-conflict with-Law (UNCRC, Beijing 

Rules, Riyadh Guidelines, Tokyo Guidelines) 

• Indian Response in dealing with child-in-conflict with-Law (Pre and Post Juvenile Justice 

(Care and Protection of Children) Act 2015 perspectives) 

• Juvenile Justice Board (JJB): Composition, Powers and functions of Board, Procedure 

• Preliminary assessment in heinous offences, 

• Powers of children’s court, Observation homes – Special home, Special juvenile police 

Unit 

Unit IV: Rehabilitation of Child-In-Need-of-Care and Protection (5 Lectures) 

• Child-in-need-of-Care-and-Protection 

• International Perspectives on dealing with Child-in-need-of-Care-and-Protection 

• Indian Response in dealing with Child-in-need-of-Care-and-Protection 

• Child Welfare Committee (CWC): Composition, Powers, functions of Committee, 

Procedure 

• Role of Institutions (public/private): Open shelter, Place of safety, foster care, 

Children’s/Shelter homes, Adoption, and sponsorship of children 

 

Unit V: Juvenile Justice Process: Powers and Procedure (5 Lectures) 

• Principle of Best interest of children 

• Pre-trial and Trial Procedure 

• Sentencing, Rehabilitation and social re-integration 

• After care programs: Role of families/guardians (support persons) in the trial and post-trial 

process, Repatriation 

• Nature and role of diversion programs, Disposition process, Social Investigation and 

Reporting and its impact on rehabilitation, Individual Care Plan (ICP). 

Reference Materials 

 

1. Andrew Ashworth & Jeremy Horder, “Criminalization”, Principles of Criminal Law, OUP, 

2013, 23 - 45 

2. Caroline Anne Forell, “What’s Reasonable? Self-Defense and Mistake in Criminal and Tort 

Law”, 14 Lewis & Clark Law Review, 1401-1434, 2010 

3. Champion, Dean J., Alida V. Merlo, and Peter J. Benekos. The juvenile justice system: 

Delinquency, processing, and the law. New York: Macmillan Publishing Company, 1992. 

4. Cox, Steven M., et al. Juvenile justice: A guide to theory, policy, and practice. Sage 

publications, 2021. 

5. Freeman, Michael, ed. The future of children’s rights. Hotei Publishing, 2014. 



6. Haveripeth Prakash, D. "Juvenile Justice–A Hard Look." Int. Res. J. Social Sci 2.1 

(2013):38-40. 5. Kumari, Ved. The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act 

2015: Critical analyses. Universal Law Publishing, 2017. 

7. Heather Keating, “The ‘Responsibility’ of Children in the Criminal Law” 19(2) Child and 

Family Law Quarterly,183-203, 2007 

8. Kumari, Ved. The juvenile justice system in India: From welfare to rights. Oxford 

University Press, USA, 2004. 

9. Mrinal Satish, “Escaping the Causation Conundrum”, (2017) 1(1) Indian Law Review 87 

10. Pande, B. B. "'Bad 'juveniles And The 'worst' juvenile Justice Law? The Second Challenge 

To Juvenile Justice Law In" Darga Ram" V." State Of Rajasthan"." Journal of the Indian 

Law Institute (2015): 27-47. 

11. Pande, B. B. "In the name of Delhi gang rape: The proposed tough Juvenile Justice Law 

reform initiative." Journal of National Law University Delhi 2.1 (2014): 145-166. 

12. Paul H. Robinson, “Should the Criminal Law Abandon the Actus Reus- Mens Rea 

Distinction”, Stephen Shute et al (eds.), Action and Value in Criminal Law, OUP, 2003, 

187-212 

13. Richard A. Wasserstrom, “Strict Liability in Criminal Law”, 12 Stanford Law Review, 731 

14. Stanley Yeo, “The Insanity Defence in the Criminal Laws of the Commonwealth of 

Nations” Singapore Journal of Legal Studies, 229-241 

15. Van Bueren, Geraldine. "The international law on the rights of the child." The International 

Law on the Rights of the Child. Brill Nijhoff, 2021. 

16. Ved Kumari, "Juvenile justice in India." Juvenile justice in global perspective 145- 197, 

2015 

17. Whitehead, John T. Juvenile justice: An introduction. Routledge, 2018 

 

Relevant Cases 

 

1. Alakh Alok Srivastava Vs. Union OF India & Ors. (2018) SC 

2. Barun Chandra Thakur Vs. Master Bholu (Juvenile) (2018) 

3. Bijoy @ Guddu Das Vs. State of West Bengal (2017) 

4. Hari Ram Vs. State of Rajasthan & Anr. (2009) SCC 13 211 

5. Jarnail Singh Vs. State of Haryana (2013) SC 

6. Kanhaiya Kumar Singh Vs. State of Bihar (2021) 

7. Nipun Saxena Vs. Union of India (2019) SC 

8. Pratap Singh Vs. State of Jharkhand & Anr (2005) 

9. Satish Ragde Vs State of Maharashtra (2021) SC 

10. Shilpa Mittal Vs. State of NCT of Delhi (2020) 

 

Assessment Scheme 

 

Components Internal Assessment Mid Term Exam End Term 

Exam 

Total 

Weightage (%) 25% 25% 50% 100% 



Name of Program LL.M. 

LLLM116L National Security Laws L T P C 

Owning 

School/Department 

School of Law 2 0 0 2 

Pre-requisites/Exposure Constitutional Law, Criminal Law, and Human Rights 

 

Course Summary  

 

Rule of Law in a State requires maintenance of public order against threats affecting both 

internal and external security of the State such public disturbances, communal riots, terrorist 

activities and anti-social activities. The course seeks to undertake a critical analysis of the 

threats to the security of the State and the legal mechanisms to address these threats in the light 

of protection of the public and protection of the rights of the individual. This course will aid 

the students enhance their employability. 

 

Course Outcomes (COs)  

 

By the end of this course, student shall be able to: 

CO1: Understand the concept of national security and maintenance of law and order. 

CO2: Examine the recourse of maintenance of national security through preventive detention 

and other means. 

CO3: Analyse the various anti-terrorism legislations enforceable in India. 

CO4: Evaluate the powers of armed forces in maintenance of internal and national security. 

CO5: Appraise the various regulations affecting financial security. 

 

CO-PO Mapping 

 

 PO1 PO2 PO3 PO4 PO5 

CO1 2 - - - 3 

CO2 3 - 2 - - 

CO3 - 2 3 - 2 

CO4 - 2 2 2 - 

CO5 - 3 - 2 - 

1=weakly related 2= moderately related 3=strongly related 

 

Course Contents 

 

Unit I: Introduction (6 Lectures) 

• Concept of National Security, Maintenance of Law and Public Order 

• UN Charter, 1945: Article 2(4) and 51 

• National Security and Emergencies Provision under the Constitution of India 

 

Unit II: Preventive Detention (6 Lectures) 

• Preventive and Punitive Detention: Article 22, and Preventive Detention Act, 1950, 

• Preventive Arrest by Police under section 151 CrPC/170 BNSS 

• Grounds for Preventive Detention and Comparison of Rights of Detenu and Accused 

Unit III: Anti-Terrorism Legislations (6 Lectures) 

• National Security Act, 1980 



• Development through Terrorism and Disruptive Activities (Prevention) Act 1987, (TADA) 

Prevention of Terrorism Act, 2002 (POTA), to Unlawful Activities Prevention Act, 1967 

(UAPA) 

• Organised Crimes, Terrorist Acts and Imputations 

• Assertions prejudicial to national integration under Section 111-113, 197 BNS. 

UNIT IV: Armed Forces And Maintenance Of Security (6 Lectures) 

• Powers of Armed Forces for Dispersal of Unlawful Assemblies under sections 130-131 

CrPC/149-150 BNSS 

• Powers of Military Officers under the Army Act 1950, the Air Force Act 1950 and the Navy 

Act 1957 

• Command Responsibility and Defence of Bound by Law under section 76 IPC/ 14 BNS 

• Immunity of Actions under the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act, 1958 

• Powers of central Armed Police Forces - Border Security Force, Central Reserve Police 

Force, Central Industrial Security Force, Indo-Tibetan Border Police. 

UNIT V: Legislations on Financial Security (6 Lectures) 

• Smuggling of Goods under Customs Act, 1962 

• Conservation of Foreign Exchange and Prevention of Smuggling Act, 1974 (COFEPOSA) 

• Foreign Exchange Regulation Act, 1973 (FERA) and Foreign Exchange Maintenance Act, 

1999 (FEMA) 

• Black Money Circulation and Prevention of Money Laundering Act, 2002 (PMLA) 

• The Central Vigilance Commission Act, 2003 

• Cyber Terrorism, International Convention on Cybercrime (Budapest Convention), 2001 

and Information Technology Act, 2000 

Bare Acts 

 

1. Air Force Act, 1950 

2. Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act, 1958 

3. Army Act, 1950 

4. Customs Act, 1962 

5. Foreign Exchange Maintenance Act, 1999 

6. Foreign Exchange Regulation Act, 1973 

7. Information Technology Act, 2000 

8. Maharashtra Control of Organized Crimes Act, 1999 

9. National Investigation Agency Act, 2008 

10. National Security Act, 1980 

11. Navy Act, 1957 

12. Prevention of Money Laundering Act, 2002 

13. Prevention of Smuggling Act, 1974 

14. Preventive Detention Act, 1950 

15. The Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 

16. The Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 

17. Unlawful Activities Prevention Act, 1967 

18. The Central Vigilance Commission Act, 2003 



Reference Materials 

 

1. Andrew Harding and John Hatchard, Preventive Detention and Security Law: A 

Comparative Survey, Brill Publishers. 

2. Arun Kumar, Understanding the Black Economy and Black Money in India: An Enquiry 

into Causes, Consequences and Remedies, Aleph Publishers. 

3. Ashok Kumar, Challenges to Internal Security of India, McGraw Hill Education Press. 

4. Ashok Kumar, Terrorism, Naxalism & Insurgency in India, K. K. Publications. 

5. Benami Black Money & Money Laundering Laws, Taxmann Publishers. 

6. Harsh V. Pant and Kanti P. Bajpai, India's National Security: A Reader, Oxford University 

Press. 

7. Sanjeev K Chadha and Shailesh K Singh, National Security Laws: In Indian Scenario, 

Regal Publications, ISBN – 9788-184844023. 

 

Assessment Scheme 

 

Components Internal Assessment Mid Term Exam End Term 

Exam 

Total 

Weightage (%) 25% 25% 50% 100% 



Name of Program LL.M. 

LLLM118L International Criminal Law L T P C 

Owning School/Department School of Law 2 0 0 2 

Pre-requisites/Exposure Constitutional Law 

 

Course Summary  

 

International Criminal Law is the branch of public international law which seeks to address the 

criminal responsibility of persons for crimes recognized under international law. With 

increasing conflict concerning States and non-State armed groups which go beyond 

international borders, the principles of International Criminal Law are utilized to fix 

responsibility of persons who commit crimes which draw the attention of the international 

community of States under specialized international criminal tribunals. The course seeks to 

undertake a critical analysis of the various crimes recognized under International Criminal Law 

and the working of the tribunals. This course is to develop the skill of the students to understand 

various concepts, interpretations and theories related to the international criminal law and its 

application in the international criminal prosecutions. 

 

Course Outcomes (COs)  

 

By the end of this course, students shall be able to: 

CO 1: Understand the distinct principles of international criminal law 

CO 2: Examine the different crimes recognized under international criminal law 

CO 3: Apply the working of the different international criminal tribunals 

CO 4: Analyse the limitations and the role of different international criminal tribunals 

CO 5: Evaluate challenges of International Criminal Law 

 

CO-PO Mapping 

 

 PO1 PO2 PO3 PO4 PO5 

CO1 2 - - - 1 

CO2 1 - 2 - - 

CO3 - 2 3 - 2 

CO4 - 2 2 2 - 

CO5 - 3 - 2 - 

1=weakly related 2= moderately related 3=strongly related 

 

Course Contents  

 

Unit I: Introduction to International Criminal Law (6 Lectures) 

• International Criminal Law and Domestic/Municipal Criminal Law 

• International Criminal Law and other Branches of International Law 

• State Sovereignty and International Criminal Law 

• Individual Responsibility in International Criminal Law and Universal Jurisdiction in 

International Criminal Law 

Unit II: Historical Development of International Criminal Law (6 Lectures) 

• Conventions of 1899 & 1907 and the Treaty of Versailles 1919 



• International Military Tribunal (Nuremberg Tribunal) 1945-46 

• International Military Tribunal for the Far East (Tokyo Tribunal) 1946-48 

• Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide 1948 

• International Law Commission Draft Code of Crimes against the Peace and Security of 

Mankind 1996. 

Unit III: Crimes In International Criminal Law (6 Lectures) 

• War Crimes, Crimes against Humanity, Genocide, Crime of Aggression 

• Immunities and Defences in International Criminal Law. 

Unit IV: International Criminal Court and Ad Hoc International Criminal Tribunals 

(6 Lectures) 

• Rome Statute 1998 and the International Criminal Court (ICC) 2002 

• Jurisdiction Issues of the ICC 

• International Criminal Tribunals: for the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY) 1993, International 

Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) 1994, Special Courts/Tribunals - Extraordinary 

Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia 1993; Special Panels for Serious Crimes (East Timor) 

2000; Special Court for Sierra Leone 2002; Supreme Iraqi Criminal Tribunal 2004; Special 

Tribunal for Lebanon 2009; International Crimes, Tribunal (Bangladesh) 2009; Kosovo 

Specialist Chambers 2016 

Unit V: Challenges to International Criminal Law (6 Lectures) 

• Non-State Actors in International Criminal Law and Non-Membership of the United States 

and Russia in ICC 

• Withdrawal of African States from ICC 

• Asian Perspectives on ICC 

• Proposed International Criminal Tribunal for the Russian Federation 

Reference Materials  

 

1. Antonio Cassese, Guido Acquaviva, Mary De Ming Fan and Alex Whiting, International 

Criminal Law: Cases and Commentary, Oxford University Press. 

2. David Luban, Julie R. O'Sullivan, David P, International and Transnational Criminal Law, 

Fourth Edition, ASPEN Publication (2023) ISBN 978-1543847109 ISBN 1543847099. 

3. David McClean, Transnational Organized Crime: A Commentary on the UNITed Nations 

Convention and its Protocols (Oxford Commentaries on International Law), Oxford 

University Press (2007) ISBN 0199217726, ISBN 978-0199217724. 

4. Gerhard, Werle, Principles of International Criminal Law, T.M.C. Asser Press. 

5. Gerry J. Simpson, Law, War and Crime: War Crimes Trials and the Reinvention of 

International Law, Polity Press. 

6. Jay Albanese, Philip Reichel, Handbook of Transnational Crime and Justice, Sage 

Publication (2013) ISBN 978-1452240350, ISBN 1452240353 

7. Jay Albanese, Philip Reichel, Transnational Organized Crime- An Overview from Six 

Continents, Sage Publication Inc. (2013) ISBN 1452290075, ISBN 978-1452290072. 

8. Mark S. Ellis; Richard J. Goldstone, The International Criminal Court: Challenges to 

Achieving Justice and Accountability in the 21st Century. International Debate Education 

Association, (2008) ISBN 1932716424, ISBN 978-1932716429. 

9. Philippe Sands, From Nuremberg to the Hague: The Future of International Criminal Justice, 

Cambridge University Press, (2003) ISBN 0521829917, ISBN 978-0521829915. 



10. Robert Cryer, Hakan Friman, Darryl Robinson and Elizabeth Wilmshurst, An Introduction 

to International Criminal Law and Procedure, Oxford University Press. 

11. Robert Cryer, Hakan Friman, Darryl Robinson, An Introduction to International Criminal 

Law and Procedure, Cambridge University Press (2012) ISBN 978-0521135818, ISBN 

9780521135818. 

12. William A. Schabas, An Introduction to the International Criminal Court, Cambridge 

University Press. 

13. William A. Schabas, The International Criminal Court: A Commentary on the Rome 

Statute, Oxford (2016) ISBN 019873977X, ISBN 978-0198739777. 

 

Relevant Cases 

 

1. Prosecutor v. Dominic Ongwen (2024) ICC 

2. Prosecutor v. Dragomir Milosevich (2002) ICTY 

3. Prosecutor v. Emmanuel Rukundo (2009) ICTR 

4. Prosecutor v. Germain Katanga (2014) ICC 

5. Prosecutor v. Md Mustafa Busayf Al Werfalli (2017) ICC 

6. Prosecutor v. Mico Stanisic (2016) ICC 

7. Prosecutor v. Patrice Edouard Ngaissona (2019) ICC 

8. Prosecutor v. Radovan Karadzic (2016) ICC 

9. Prosecutor v. Simon Gbagbo (2012) ICC 

 

Assessment Scheme 

 

Components Internal Assessment Mid Term Exam End Term 

Exam 

Total 

Weightage (%) 25% 25% 50% 100% 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONSTITUTIONAL AND HUMAN RIGHTS LAW 



 

Name of Program LL.M 

LLLM6001L Theoretical Foundations of Human 

Rights Law 

L T P C 

Owning School/Department School of Law 4 1 0 4 

Pre-requisites/Exposure Nil 

 

 

Course Summary 

This course aims to provide fundamentals of Human Rights Law. It intends for the students 

to learn about the origins, trace the developments, explore the nature and jurisprudential value 

of Human Rights Law. The course begins with outlining the historical background and moves 

forward to develop the idea of dignity, rights and justice concerning Human Rights, through 

philosophical and legal theories and its application through case laws and prevailing political- 

social-legal scenarios. Examples of specific rights (religion, torture, and reproductive rights, 

etc.) are used to discuss the thematic approaches; and, to explain fundamentals and practical 

application of Human Rights Law. The last part of the course is designed to discuss 

contemporary topics of human rights and different issues being raised by the legal/academic 

fraternity to move forward in the field of Human Rights Law. This course will enhance the 

employability skills for students those who are looking forward to work with International 

Human Rights Organizations/Committees, or International/Regional Courts. 

 

Course Outcomes (COs) 

 

By the end of this course, students shall be able to: 

CO1: Understand the fundamentals, sources, and Jurisprudence of human rights law. 

CO2: Explore the legal and philosophical theories on the concept and praxis of human rights. 

CO3: Examine the essential aspects of human rights law and concepts in national and 

international context. 

CO4: Analyse the application of human rights law through case laws/studies. 

CO5: Assess and formulate the contemporary issues and measures to resolve issues concerning 

human rights law. 

 

CO-PO Mapping 

 

 PO1 PO2 PO3 PO4 PO5 

CO1 3 - 3 2 1 

CO2 - 3 - - - 

CO3 2 2 3 3 - 

CO4 - - - - 3 

CO5 2 2 - 2 3 

 

1=weakly related 2= moderately related 3=strongly related 

 

Course Contents 

 

UNIT I: Philosophy of Human Rights (6 Lectures) 

• Conceptualization of Human Rights 

• Inter-relationship of Dignity, Rights and Duties and Justice 



• Universality v. Cultural Relativism 

UNIT II: Principles of Human Rights (6 Lectures) 

• Theories of human rights 

• Historical Development of Human Rights 

• Sources of Human Rights Law, hierarchy of human rights and its critiques 

 

UNIT III: Human Rights Treaty Framework and India (6 Lectures) 

• Human Rights Institutions under the UN Charter, treaties and Regional human rights 

treaties 

• India and international human rights law 

• Human Rights in Indian context and colonial impact and influence 

 

UNIT IV: Human Rights in India (6 Lectures) 

• Development of Human Rights Law in India through legislations and judiciary 

• Human Rights Act, 1993 and the working of National Human Rights Commission and State 

Human Rights Commission 

UNIT V: Substantive Rights and Contemporary issues (6 Lectures) 

• Caste, religion, and Social Justice: Theory of affirmative action and Article 17 and 

Minority Rights 

• Gender justice: Shift from protective discrimination to gender equality 

• Emerging Issues: Right to Privacy, Digital Rights and Data Sovereignty and 

Environmental Rights as an extension of Article 21. 

Reference Materials 

 

1. A.G. Noornai, India’s International Accountability on Human Rights, Economic and 

Political Weekly, August 31, 1991, Vol. 26, No. 35 (August 31, 1991), pp. 2035-2036 

2. Asghar Ali Engineer, Communalism, Communal Violence, and Human Rights, India 

International Centre Quarterly , DECEMBER 1986, Vol. 13, No. 3/4, pp. 161-172 

3. Aswini K. Ray, Human Rights Movement in India: A historical Perspective, Economic and 

Political Weekly, Aug. 9-15, 2003, Vol. 38, No. 32 (Aug. 9-15, 2003), pp. 3409-3415 

4. Baxi, U. From Human Rights the Right to be Human: Some Heresies, India International 

Centre Quarterly, 13 (3/4) 1986 

5. Charlesworth & Chinkin, The Boundaries of International Law: A Feminist Analysis, 

Chapter 4 pp.96-123 (2000) 

6. Donnelly, J., Universal Human Rights in Theory and Practice”, Cornell University Press, 

Ithaca (2013) 

7. Fali S. Nariman, Fifty Years of Human Rights Protection in India: The Record of 50 Years 

of Constitutional Practice, National Law School of India Review: Vol. 12: Iss. 1, Article 6, 

2000 

8. Gardiner, R., The Vienna Convention Rules on Treaty Interpretation, in Treaty 

Interpretation (2012) 

9. Gautam Bhatia, Horizontal Discrimination and Article 15 (2) of the Indian Constitution: A 

transformative Approach, Asian Journal of Comparative Law, 11 (2016), pp. 87–109 

10. Goodman, R., Human Rights Treaties, Invalid Reservations, and State Consent, The 

American Journal of International Law, vol. pp.531-560 (2002) 



11. Human Dignity in Asia: Dialogue between Law and Culture, Jimmy Chia-Shin Hsu, 

Cambridge University Press, 2022 

12. International Human Rights Law, Daniel Moeckli, Sangeeta Shah & Sandesh Sivakumaran 

eds., Oxford University Press, 2014 

13. Kapur, R., “Human Rights in the 21st Century: Taking a Walk on the Dark Side”, Sydney 

Law Review (2006) 

14. Michael Freeman, Human Rights: An Interdisciplinary approach, John Wiley & Sons; 2nd 

edition, 4th edition, 2022 

15. Mutua, M., The Complexity of Universalism in Human Rights, Chapter 2, Sajo, A., 

‘Human Rights with Modesty: The Problem of Universalism’ (Springer 2004) 

16. Neha Jain, The democratizing Force of International Law: Human Rights Adjudication by 

the Indian Supreme Court in Comparative International Law. Edited by Anthea Roberts et 

al. © Anthea Roberts, Paul B. Stephan, Pierre-Hugues Verdier, Mila Versteeg 2018. 

Published 2018 by Oxford University Press. 

17. Nidhi Sharma, The Ghost of Article 12 in the Indian Constitution: the Verticality v. 

Horizontality Conundrum, International Journal of Legal Information 52.1, 2024, pp. 98– 

107 

18. Raghav Kohli, Expressive Conduct and Article 19(1)(a) of the Indian Constitution: A 

Purposivist Approach, Asian Journal of Comparative Law (2021), 16, 259–284 

19. Rajeev Dhavan, Promises, Promises…: Human Rights in India, Journal of the Indian Law 

Institute, April-December, 1997, vol. 39, No. 2/4, pp. 149-185 

20. Rights as entered on the Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (revised 2-7-2011) available 

at: http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/rights/ 

21. S. Radhakrishnan, Development of Human Rights in an Indian Context, International 

Journal of Legal Information, Volume 36, Issue 2 Summer 2009 

22. Simma, B., Hernandez, G., Legal Consequences of an impermissible Reservation to a 

Human Rights Treaty: Where do we stand? in Law of Treaties beyond the Vienna 

Convention (2011) 

23. The Cambridge Handbook of Human Dignity: International Perspectives, Marcus Duwell, 

et al. (eds.), Cambridge University Press, 2015 

24. The Validity of Reservations and Declarations to CEDAW: The Indian Experience, 

IWRAW Asia Pacific Occasional Paper Series, 2018 

25. Upendra Baxi, Human Rights in a Posthuman World: Critical Essays, Oxford University 

Press: India, 2009 

26. Upendra Baxi, The Future of Human Rights, Third Edition, Oxford University Press: India, 

2012 

27. Wheatley, S., What We Mean When We Talk about ‘Human Rights” (OUP, 2019) 

 

Assessment Scheme 

 

Components Internal Assessment Mid Term Exam End Term 

Exam 

Total 

Weightage (%) 25% 25% 50% 100% 

http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/rights/


Name of Program LL.M 

LLLM6003L Philosophical Foundation of 

Fundamental Rights in the Constitution 

of India 

L T P C 

Owning School/Department School of Law 4 1 0 4 

Pre-requisites/Exposure Constitution of India 

 

Course Summary 

 

This course provides an in-depth exploration of the philosophical, historical, and 

jurisprudential foundations of fundamental rights in the Indian Constitution. It critically 

examines the evolution of rights in a post-colonial legal framework, emphasizing the dynamic 

interplay between Part III (Fundamental Rights) and Part IV (Directive Principles of State 

Policy). Drawing from classical liberal theory, international human rights instruments, and 

constitutional morality, the course engages with key rights such as equality, liberty, religious 

freedom, and socio-economic entitlements. Special attention is given to the transformative 

potential of the Constitution in addressing structural inequalities and contemporary challenges, 

including those posed by the digital age. Through case law analysis and theoretical readings, 

students will gain a comprehensive understanding of rights adjudication in a rapidly evolving 

constitutional landscape. 

 

Course Outcomes (COs) 

 

By the end of this course, students will be able to: 

CO1: Explain the historical and philosophical foundations of fundamental rights in the 

Constitution of India. 

CO2: Analyze the concepts of equality and liberty, including the role of affirmative action, 

reasonable restrictions, and economic freedoms within the Indian constitutional framework. 

CO3: Interpret the right to freedom of religion and minority rights, with a nuanced 

understanding of Indian secularism. 

CO4: Examine the role of Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSPs) in promoting socio- 

economic justice and their relationship with fundamental rights. 

CO5: Analyse contemporary constitutional debates in the context of digital governance and 

algorithmic decision-making. 

CO6: Apply theoretical frameworks (e.g., classical liberalism, constitutional morality, 

substantive equality) to analyze landmark constitutional cases and evolving jurisprudence on 

rights. 

CO-PO Mapping 

 

CO \ PO PO1 PO2 PO3 PO4 PO5 

CO1 3 2 1 2 2 

CO2 3 2 2 3 2 

CO3 3 3 1 2 3 

CO4 3 3 2 3 2 

CO5 3 3 2 3 3 

CO6 3 2 3 3 2 

1=weakly related 2= moderately related 3=strongly related 



Course Contents 

 

Unit I: Philosophical Foundations and Evolution of Fundamental Rights In The 

Constitution of India (6 Lectures) 

• Indian Freedom Struggle and Framing of Fundamental Rights and DPSPs 

• Influence of International Human Rights instruments (UDHR, ICCPR, ICESCR) on Part 

III and IV 

• Classical Liberalism and Rights in a Post-Colonial Constitution 

• Horizontal and Vertical Application of Rights 

• Role of Constitution in Social Transformation 

Unit II: Right to Equality and Liberty (6 Lectures) 

• Substantive Equality and the Jurisprudence of Affirmative Action in the Indian Constitution 

• Bankim Chandra Chatterjee – ‘Samya’ 

• Right to Freedom & Reasonableness of Restrictions 

• Philosophical Foundations: Isaiah Berlin’s Two Concepts of Liberty and J.S. Mill’s On 

Liberty 

• Liberty and Dissent in a Constitutional Democracy 

• Economic Liberties and Regulatory Limits: Property rights and freedom to contract 

• Substantive Due Process and Unenumerated Rights under Article 21 

Unit III: Freedom of Religion and Rights of Minorities (6 Lectures) 

 

• Peculiarities of Indian Secularism Model and Right to Freedom of Religion in India 

• Minority Rights in the Indian Constitution: Scope and Limitations 

• Constitutional Morality, Freedom of Religion and Protection of Minority Rights 

Unit IV: Socio-Economic Justice and Directive Principles of State Policy (6 Lectures) 

• Non-Justiciability of DPSPs and Approaches Towards Realization of Socio-Economic 

Rights 

• Use of DPSPs in expanding FRs (Education, Health, Housing, Environment) 

• Harmonising Fundamental Rights and Directive Principles of State Policy 

Unit V: Rights in The Algorithmic Age: Contemporary Debates And Challenges 

(6 Lectures) 

• Right to Privacy post Puttaswamy judgment: Informational Self Determination, 

Technology and Law 

• Algorithmic Discrimination and Equality (Article 14) 

• Regulating Free Speech in the digital age 

• Digital Exclusion and the Right to Access Information 

 

Reference Materials 

1. Granville Austin, Working a Democratic Constitution- A History of the Indian Experience 

(Oxford University Press, 2003) 

2. H.M. Seervai, Constitutional Law of India (Universal Law Publishing, 2015) 

3. M. P Jain, Indian Constitutional Law, (6th edn. LexisNexis Butterworths, 2010) 

4. Sujit Choudhry, Madhav Khosla, and Pratap Bhanu Mehta (eds.), Oxford Handbook of the 

Indian Constitution (Oxford University Press, 2016) 



5. Rajeev Bhargava ed., Politics and Ethics of the Indian Constitution, New Delhi, Oxford 

University Press, 2008 

6. Madhav Khosla, India’s Founding Moment: The Constitution of a Most Surprising 

Democracy (Harvard University Press, 2020) 

7. Granville Austin, The Indian Constitution: Cornerstone of a Nation (Oxford University 

Press, 1966) 

8. Rohit De, A People's Constitution: Law and Everyday Life in the Indian Republic 

(Princeton, 2018) 

9. E.Sridharan, R.Sudarshan, Zoya Hasan(eds.), India's Living Constitution: Ideas, Practices, 

Controversies (Orient Black Swan, 2004). 

10. D.D. Basu, Introduction to the Constitution of India, (24th edn., Lexis Nexis, 2019). 

11. Durga Das Basu, Commentary on the Constitution of India (Lexis Nexis, 2025) 

12. India, Government, ed. Constituent Assembly Debates: Official Report New Delhi: The 

Assembly; Lok Sabha Secretariat, 1950. 

13. Gautam Bhatia, The Transformative Constitution: A Radical Biography in Nine Acts, 

Harper Collins (2019). 

 

Module Specific: 

Module I: Philosophical Foundations and Evolution of Fundamental Rights in the Indian 

Constitution 

1. Granville Austin, The Indian Constitution: Cornerstone of a Nation (Oxford University 

Press, 1966), Chapters 1–5. 

2. Shiva Rao, The Framing of India’s Constitution: Select Documents, 1966, Vol. 2 (1968). 

3. Subhash C. Kashyap, Framing of Indian Constitution, (2nd edn. Universal Law Publishing, 

2006) 

4. Sujit Choudhry, Madhav Khosla, and Pratap Bhanu Mehta (eds.) Oxford Handbook of 

Indian Constitution (Oxford, 2016) 

5. B.N. Rau, “Preliminary Notes on Fundamental Rights”, 1946 (B.N. Rau) available at: 

https://www.constitutionofindia.net/historical-constitution/preliminary-notes-on- 

fundamental-rights-1946-b-n- 

rau/#:~:text=The%20State%20shall%20promote%20internal,every%20cause%20of%20c 

ommunal%20discord.&text=(3)%20the%20right%20to%20maintenance,free%20and%20 

compulsory%20primary%20education. 

6. Upendra Baxi, ‘Outline of a ‘Theory of Practice’ of Indian Constitutionalism’, in Rajeev 

Bhargava ed., Politics and Ethics of the Indian Constitution, New Delhi, Oxford University 

Press, 2008, pp.93-118. 

7. Bipan Chandra, India’s Struggle for Independence (Penguin, 1989), Chapter on the 

nationalist vision for a democratic republic. 

8. Vrinda Narain, “Postcolonial Constitutionalism in India: Complexities & Contradictions”, 

25 S. Cal. Interdisc. L.J. 107 (2016). 

9. Upendra Baxi, “Postcolonial Legality” in H. Schwarz and S. Ray eds. A Companion to 

Postcolonial Studies (Blackwell Publishing Ltd, 2005) 

10. Gautam Bhatia, Horizontal Rights: An Institutional Approach, Hart Publishing, 

Bloomsbury, 2023 

 

Module II: Right to Equality and Liberty 

Equality and Affirmative Action 

1. Bankimchandra Chattopadhyay, Samya (Equality) first published, 1879 (trans. Bibek 

Debroy) (New Delhi: Liberty Institute, 2002). 

2. Tarunabh Khaitan, A Theory of Discrimination Law (Oxford University Press, 2015) 

http://www.constitutionofindia.net/historical-constitution/preliminary-notes-on-


3. Marc Galanter, “Competing Equalities: Law and the Backward Classes in India” 

(University of California Press, 1984), Introduction and Chapters 1–2 

4. Sandra Fredman, Substantive equality revisited, International Journal of Constitutional 

Law, Volume 14, Issue 3, July 2016, Pages 712–738 

5. Sandra Fredman, Discrimination Law, 3rd edn, Clarendon Law Series (Oxford, 2022) 

Liberty, Expression, and Constitutional Limits 

1. John Stuart Mill, On Liberty, 1859 

2. Gautam Bhatia, Offend, Shock, or Disturb: Free Speech under the Indian Constitution 

(Oxford University Press, 2016) 

3. Isaiah Berlin, “Two Concepts of Liberty,” in Liberty (Oxford University Press, 2002), pp. 

166–217. 

4. Amartya Sen, Development as Freedom (Oxford University Press, 1999), Chapters 1–3. 

Substantive Due Process and Article 21 

1. Gautam Bhatia, The Transformative Constitution (HarperCollins, 2019) 

2. Upendra Baxi, “Taking Suffering Seriously: Social Action Litigation in the Supreme Court 

of India,” Third World Legal Studies, Vol. 4 (1985): 107–132 

Case law: 

1. Indra Sawhney v. Union of India, AIR 1993 SC 477 

2. Janhit Abhiyan v. Union of India, WP (C) 55/2019 

3. M Nagraj v. Union of India, (2006) 8 SCC 212 

4. State of Madras v. Champakam Dorairajan, AIR 1951 SC 226 

5. State of Kerala v. N.M. Thomas, AIR 1976 SC 490 

6. Jarnail Singh v. Lacchmi Narain Gupta, AIR 2018 SC 4729 

7. BK Pavitra v Union of India II, (2019) 16 SCC 129 

8. Property Owners Association v. State of Maharashtra, 1991 SCC OnLine Bom 521 

9. Shreya Singhal v. Union of India, AIR 2015 SC 1523 

 

Module III: Freedom of Religion and Rights of Minorities 

Secularism and Constitutional Morality 

1. Rajeev Bhargava, “What is Secularism For?” in Secularism and Its Critics (Oxford 

University Press, 1998), pp. 486–542. 

2. Rajeev Bhargava, “The Distinctiveness of Indian Secularism” in T.N. Srinivasan (ed.) The 

Future of Secularism, Oxford University Press, Delhi, 2006 

3. Faizan Mustafa and Jagteshwar Singh Sohi, “Freedom of Religion in India: Current Issues 

and Supreme Court Acting as Clergy”, 2017 BYU L. Rev. 915 (2018). 

Minority Rights 

1. Rochana Bajpai, Minority Rights in the Indian Constituent Assembly Debates, 1946- 1949 

QEH Working Papers, Queen Elizabeth House, University of Oxford. 

Case law: 

1. T.M.A. Pai Foundation v. State of Karnataka (2002) 8 SCC 481 

2. S.R. Bommai v. Union of India 1994 SCC (3) 1 

3. Indian Young Lawyers Assn. v. State of Kerala (Sabarimala) AIR 2018 SC 1535 

4. AMU v. Naresh Aggarwal, 2024 SCC OnLine SC 3213 

 

Module IV: Socio-Economic Justice and Directive Principles 

1. Amartya Sen, “Elements of a Theory of Human Rights,” Philosophy & Public Affairs, Vol. 

32, No. 4 (2004): 315–356. 

2. Granville Austin, 'Introduction', Working a Democratic Constitution: A History of the 

Indian Experience (Delhi, 2003; online edn, Oxford Academic, 18 Oct. 2012) 



3. Sujit Choudhry, Madhav Khosla, and Pratap Bhanu Mehta (eds), The Oxford Handbook of 

the Indian Constitution (Oxford University Press, 2016) 

Case Law: 

1. Unni Krishnan v. State of A.P. 1993 SCR (1) 594 

2. Olga Tellis v. Bombay Municipal Corporation AIR 1986 SC180 

3. Paschim Banga Khet Mazdoor Samity v. State of West Bengal 1996 SCC (4) 37 

4. Mohini Jain v. State of Karnataka AIR 1992 SC 1858 

 

Module V: Rights in the Algorithmic Age 

Privacy, Surveillance, and Technology 

1. Reetika Khera (Ed) Dissent on Aadhaar: Big Data Meets Big Brother (Orient Black Swan, 

2018) 

Algorithmic Bias, Discrimination and Equality 

2. Reetika Khera, “Aadhaar and Food Security in Jharkhand,” EPW, Vol. 52, Issue 50 (2017). 

3. Cathy O'Neil, Weapons of Math Destruction: How Big Data Increases Inequality (Crown, 

2016) 

4. Micklitz H-W, Pollicino O, Reichman A, Simoncini A, Sartor G, De Gregorio G, eds. 

“Algorithms, Freedom, and Fundamental Rights” In: Constitutional Challenges in the 

Algorithmic Society. Cambridge University Press; 2021:25-128. 

 

Free Speech and Digital Regulation 

Case Law: 

1. Shreya Singhal v. Union of India AIR 2015 SC 1523 

2. Anuradha Bhasin v. Union of India AIR 2020 SC 1308 

3. Foundation for Media Professionals v. Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, 2020 SCC 

Online SC 453 

4. Foundation for Media Professionals v. Union of India, W.P. (Crl.) No. 395/2022 

5. Internet Freedom Foundation – Policy Briefs on Digital Rights in India 

 

Assessment Scheme 

 

Components Internal Assessment Mid Term Exam End Term 

Exam 

Total 

Weightage (%) 25% 25% 50% 100% 



Name of Program LL.M. 

LLLM122L International Human Rights Law L T P C 

Owning School/Department School of Law 2 0 0 2 

Pre-requisites/Exposure Constitution of India 

 

Course Summary 

 

This course provides a comprehensive overview of International Human Rights Law (IHRL). 

It explores the historical development, foundational philosophical and legal principles, and 

the institutional frameworks that protect human rights globally. Students will engage with the 

primary sources of IHRL, including key treaties and customary law, and examine the 

substantive content of major rights (civil, political, economic, social, and cultural). A 

significant focus will be placed on the mechanisms for implementation and enforcement at 

the international, regional, and national levels, addressing contemporary challenges such as 

humanitarian crises, globalization, and the impact of technology on rights. The course aims 

to equip students with the analytical tools necessary to critique the effectiveness of IHRL and 

its relevance in today's world. This course will enhance the employability skills for students 

those who are looking forward to work with International Human Rights Organizations, or 

International Courts. 

 

Course Outcomes (COs) 

 

By the end of this course, students shall be able to: 

CO1: Understand, identify and explain the historical evolution, philosophical underpinnings, 

and core principles of International Human Rights Law 

CO2: Analyse different sources of International Human Rights Law, structure and significance of 

key international human rights instruments. 

CO3: Apply IHRL principles to analyse contemporary human rights issues, including armed 

conflict, displacement, environmental degradation and the rights of vulnerable groups. 

CO4: Critically assess the mandates and effectiveness of major international and regional 

human rights bodies. 

CO5: Evaluate the challenges and successes of implementing and enforcing IHRL at the 

national and international levels, including the role of international criminal law and 

transitional justice mechanism. 

CO-PO Mapping 

 

 PO1 PO2 PO3 PO4 PO5 

CO1 1 1 - - - 

CO2 2 1 3 1 - 

CO3 1 2 - - - 

CO4 - 3 3 - 2 

CO5 - - 3 3 1 

 

1=weakly related 2= moderately related 3=strongly related 



Course Contents 

 

Unit I: Foundation and Evolution of IHRL (4 Lectures) 

• Philosophical basis of IHRL 

• Historical evolution: UN and the UDHR 

• State sovereignty and human rights obligations 

Unit II: The International Framework of Human Rights (5 Lectures) 

• Structure and legal status of the UDHR, Reservations and/or Declarations to human rights 

treaties 

• ICCPR: Derogable and non-derogable rights 

• ICESCR: Progressive realization and limitations 

 

Unit III: Treaty and Charters based Mechanism (7 Lectures) 

• Function and procedure of UN Treaty Bodies 

• Complaint mechanism and inquiry procedure 

• UN Human Rights Council and UPR 

• ICJ and its advisory opinion on human rights 

 

Unit IV: Regional Human Rights Systems (7 Lectures) 

• European Convention on Human Rights and the European Court of Human Rights 

• American Convention on Human Rights and the Inter-American Commission and Court 

• African Charter on Human and People’s Rights and the African Court 

• Arab Charter on Human Rights 

Unit V: Contemporary and Emerging Issues (7 Lectures) 

• Rights of vulnerable groups 

• Human Rights, national security and counterterrorism 

• Impact of digital technology on privacy and freedom of expression 

• Non-state actors and International Human Rights 

International Conventions and Documents 

1. English Bill of Rights, 1689. 

2. European Covenant on Human rights, Article 15. 

3. The Magna Carta, 1215. 

4. The Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993. 

5. UNHRC General Comment 24 (ICCPR- Reservations). 

6. UNHRC General Comment 29. 

7. UNITed Nations Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, General 

Comment Number 3: The Nature of State Parties’ Obligations, adopted 

December 14th, 1990. 

8. UNITed Nations Human Rights Committee, General Comment Number 31: The 

Nature of General Legal Obligation Imposed on State Parties to the Covenant, 

adopted March 29th, 2004 (hereinafter UNHRC). 

9. UNITed Nations International Convention on Civil and Political Rights, Articles 4,6, 9, 12, 

19, 20, 21,22,29 (Hereinafter ICCPR). 

10. UNITed Nations International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Articles 

6,7,8,10, and 13 (hereinafter ICESCR). 



11. US Declaration of Independence (1776) 

12. Vienna Convention on the Laws of Treaties (1969), articles 1 (a), 19-23; 26, 31, 46 and 53, 

 

Reference Materials 

 

1. Alston, P. Goodman, R. International Human Rights. Oxford University Press, Oxford 

2. Charlesworth, Chinkin and Wright, Feminist Approaches to International Law, 85 

American Journal of International Law (1991). 

3. Eds: Joseph, S. McBeth, A. Research Handbook on International Human Rights Law. 

Edward Elgar, Cheltenham UK, Northampton MA, USA (2011) 

4. Fredman, S. Discrimination Law. 2nd ed. Oxford, UK. OUP (2010) 

5. Kevin Boyle And Sangeeta Shah, Thought, Expression, Association, And Assembly, In 

International Human Rights Law 219-225 (Daniel Moeckli, Sangeeta Shah & Sandesh 

Sivakumaran Eds., Oxford University Press, 2014). 

6. Martti Koskenniemi, Fragmentation of International Law? Postmodern Anxieties, 15 

Leiden Journal of International Law 553-579 (2002) 

7. Moeckli, D. Shah, S. Sivakumaran, S. (eds) International Human Rights Law. Oxford 

University Press, Oxford, New York (2018) 

8. Nigel S Rodley, Integrity of The Person, In International Human Rights Law 174-193 

(Daniel Moeckli, Sangeeta Shah & Sandesh Sivakumaran Eds., Oxford University Press, 

2014). 

9. Oette, L. Bantekas, I. International Human Rights Law. Cambridge University Press, 

Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore, Sao Paulo, Delhi, 

Mexico City (2013) 

10. Oona Hathaway, Do Human Rights Treaties Make a Difference? Yale Law Journal 111 

(2002). 

11. R. Goodman, Human Rights Treaties, Invalid Reservations, And State Consent, 96 The 

American Journal of International Law 531-560 (2002). 

12. Shaw, M. N International Law. 7th edition Cambridge University Press, Cambridge 

13. Twining, W. (ed) Human Rights: Southern Voices. Cambridge University Press, 

Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore, Sao Paulo, Delhi 

(2009) 

Assessment Scheme 

 

Components Internal Assessment Mid Term Exam End Term 

Exam 

Total 

Weightage (%) 25% 25% 50% 100% 

 

* 



Name of Program LL.M. 

NEW CODE Environmental Law and Human Rights L T P C 

Owning School/Department School of Law 2 0 0 2 

Pre-requisites/Exposure Constitutional Law, Environmental Law, and Human Rights Law 

 

Course Summary 

 

The course Environment and Human Rights examines the critical link between environmental 

protection and the realisation of fundamental human rights, such as the right to life, health, and 

dignity. It explores international conventions, constitutional provisions (particularly in India), 

and key judicial decisions that recognise a clean and healthy environment as a human right. 

The course also addresses contemporary issues like climate change, displacement, 

environmental justice for vulnerable commUNITies, and the emerging concept of the rights of 

nature. It aims to equip students with the legal knowledge and analytical skills necessary for 

careers in environmental law, human rights advocacy, policy-making, and academia. 

The course would be taught to encourage critical thinking and enable them to become better 

and happier professionals enabling employability and skill development. 

 

Course Outcomes (COs) 

By the end of this course, students shall be able to: 

CO1: Understand the interrelationship between environmental protection and human rights, 

including foundational principles and philosophical underpinnings. 

CO2: Analyse the international legal framework governing environmental rights, including 

major treaties, conventions, and the role of global institutions. 

CO3: Evaluate the constitutional and statutory environmental laws in India and their 

interpretation through judicial activism and public interest litigation. 

CO4: Examine the impact of environmental degradation on vulnerable groups, including 

indigenous commUNITies, women, and future generations, and assess legal responses. 

CO5: Critically appraise emerging trends such as climate justice, rights of nature, and 

environmental democracy, and their implications for legal reform and policy-making. 

 

CO-PO Mapping 

 

 PO1 PO2 PO3 PO4 PO5 

CO1 3 2 - - 3 

CO2 2 3 2 2 - 

CO3 2 2 3 - 2 

CO4 - 2 2 3 3 

CO5 - 3 2 3 3 

1=weakly related 2= moderately related 3=strongly related 

 

Course Contents 

 

Unit I: Conceptual Foundations (6 Lectures) 

• Philosophy of Rights and the Environment 

• Third Generation (Solidarity) Rights & Evolution of Environmental Rights 

• Historical Roots of Environmentalism in Law 



Unit II: International Environmental Human Rights Law (6 Lectures) 

• Legal Theory Behind Soft Law and Binding Obligations 

• Institutional Theory and Global Environmental Governance 

• Transnational Environmental Responsibilities. 

Unit III: National Legal Frameworks (6 Lectures) 

• Environmental Rights in National Constitutions 

• Doctrinal Debates in Environmental Law 

• Federalism and Environmental Adjudication Models 

Unit IV: Contemporary Issues and Vulnerable Groups (6 Lectures) 

• Environmental Justice Theory 

• Integrating Indigenous Perspectives into Law 

• Climate-Induced Migration and Statelessness. 

Unit V: Emerging Trends and Future Perspectives (6 Lectures) 

• Theories of Legal Personhood for Nature 

• Post-Human Legal Thought and Earth Jurisprudence 

• Climate Constitutionalism and Future Generations 

Bare Acts 

 

1. The Constitution of India 

2. The Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 

3. The Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 

4. The Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 

5. The Biological Diversity Act, 2002 

6. The Public Liability Insurance Act, 1991 

7. The National Green Tribunal Act, 2010 

8. The Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) 

Act, 2006 

9. The Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993 

10. The Right to Information Act, 2005 

11. The Disaster Management Act, 2005 

12. The Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993 

 

International Conventions & Instruments 

 

1. Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), 1948 

2. International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), 1966 

3. International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), 1966 

4. UNITed Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), 1992 

5. Kyoto Protocol, 1997 

6. Paris Agreement, 2015 

7. Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), 1992 

8. Stockholm Declaration, 1972 

9. Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, 1992 

10. Aarhus Convention, 1998 



11. Anton, D.K. and Shelton, D.L. (2011) Environmental Protection and Human Rights. 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

12. Atapattu, S., & Schapper, A. (2019). Human Rights and the Environment: Key Issues 

(1st ed.). Routledge. 

13. Boyle, Alan & Anderson, Michael (1996), Human Rights Approaches to 

Environmental Protection. Oxford University Press, 

14. Boyle, Alan, and Catherine Redgwell, Birnie, Boyle, and Redgwell (2021) 

International Law and the Environment, 4th edn Oxford Law Pro, 

15. Bridget Lewis (2025), Environmental Rights for Future Generations, Cambridge 

University Press 

16. Divan, Shyam, and Armin Rosencranz (2022). Environmental Law and Policy in 

India: Cases and Materials, 3rd edn, Oxford Academic 

17. Donald K. Anton and Dinah L. Shelton (2011), Environmental Protection and Human 

Rights, Cambridge University Press 

18. P Leelakrishnan (2025), Environmental Law in India, 7th Edition 2025, Bharat Law 

House 

19. Petersmann, M. C. (2022). When Environmental Protection and Human Rights 

Collide: The Politics of Conflict Management by Regional Courts. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press (Cambridge Studies in International and Comparative 

Law). 

 

Assessment Scheme 

 

Components Internal Assessment Mid Term Exam End Exam Total 

Weightage (%) 25% 25% 50% 100% 



Name of Program LL.M. 

(NEW CODE) International Humanitarian Law and 

Refugee Law 

L T P C 

Owning School/Department School of Law 2 0 0 2 

Pre-requisites/Exposure Human Rights Law 

 

Course Summary 

 

The course explores the relationship between international humanitarian protection and the 

rights of refugees in both conflict and post-conflict situations. Through case laws, conventions, 

and institutional practices, students will be exposed to different conceptualizations and 

applications relating to the nexus of International Humanitarian Law and Refugee Law. 

Emphasis will be laid on comparative perspectives, including the role of international 

organizations, regional frameworks, and judicial decisions addressing humanitarian crises and 

forced displacement. By integrating theory, principles, and practice, students will develop 

critical analytical skills and the ability to apply rights-based approaches to contemporary 

humanitarian and refugee issues. This will help them both in academics and professional work. 

The course will improve the employability and skills in the field of international humanitarian 

and refugee law. 

 

Course Outcomes (COs) 

By the end of this course, student shall be able to: 

CO1: Understand the conceptual linkages between international humanitarian law and refugee 

law in international frameworks. 

CO2: Analyze international treaties, conventions, and case laws addressing humanitarian 

protection and refugee rights. 

CO3: Apply principles and rules governing the protection of individuals during armed conflicts 

and situations of displacement. 

CO4: Evaluate the role of international and regional institutions in enforcing humanitarian 

norms and safeguarding refugees. 

CO5: Develop independent research-based arguments on contemporary challenges in the 

implementation of humanitarian and refugee law. 

 

CO-PO Mapping 

 

 PO1 PO2 PO3 PO4 PO5 

CO1 1 1 - - - 

CO2 2 1 3 1 - 

CO3 1 2 - - - 

CO4 - 3 3 - 2 

CO5 - - 3 3 1 

1=weakly related 2= moderately related 3=strongly related 

 

Course Contents 

 

Unit I: Fundamentals of International Humanitarian Law (4 Lectures) 

• Historical Evolution – From Lieber code to the 1949 Geneva Convention 

• Jus ad Bellum and Jus in Bello and fundamental principles of Distinction, Proportionality, 

Humanity, Military Necessity, and Neutrality 



• Classification of Conflicts: International Armed Conflict (IAC) and Non-International 

Armed Conflict (NIAC) and Common Article 3 

Unit II: Humanitarian Protection and Enforcement Mechanisms (8 Lectures) 

• Protected Persons: Wounded, sick, shipwrecked, Prisoners of War (POWs) and civilians 

• Means and Methods of Warfare: Prohibited weapons (chemical, Biological, Cluster 

MUNITions) and the challenge of New Technologies 

• Implementation and Enforcement: The role of the ICRC, Ad-hoc Criminal Tribunals and 

ICC 

 

Unit III: Fundamentals of Refugee Law (8 Lectures) 

 

• Historical Development from League of Nations to the 1951 Refugee Convention and 

Protocol 1967 – Definition of Refugees, inclusion/exclusion and cessation grounds; 

Principle of Non-Refoulement and Durable Solutions; Refugee crisis and shift toward 

burden and responsibility sharing. 

Unit IV: International Humanitarian Law and Refugee Law in the Indian Context 

(6 Lectures) 

• India and its ratification of Geneva Conventions 

• Internal Conflicts/Disturbances in India: Role of Indian Government and Indian Red Cross 

Society 

• Refugee Protection in India: Legislative Vacuum and Judicial Activism 

Unit V: Contemporary Challenges and Future Directions (4Lectures) 

• Modern warfare in denser cities, and use of AI and cyber-attacks 

• Statelessness, Internal Displacement and climate refugees 

• Protection of Vulnerable groups in conflict and displacement situations 

 

Reference Materials 

 

1. Alan Boyle, Human Rights, and the Environment: Where Next? 2012 European Journal of 

International Law. 

2. Andrew Clapham, Non-State Actors, POSTCONFLICT PEACE-BUILDING: A 

LEXICON, Vincent Chetail, ed., pp. 200-212, Oxford University Press, 2009. 

3. Antoine A. Bouvier, International Humanitarian Law and the Law of Armed Conflict, 

Lesson 3: Rules Applicable in Non-international armed conflicts. http://www.geneva- 

academy.ch/RULAC/qualification_of_armed_conflict.php 

4. Case No. 164, Sudan, Report of the UN Commission of Enquiry on Darfur 

5. Chemical weapons use: An unacceptable repeat of history that demands attention, 

International Committee of the Red Cross; https://www.icrc.org/en/document/chemical- 

weapons-conference-states-parties-convention#.VKlX3iuUd5I. 

6. Chesney, R. “Who May Be Killed; Anwar al-Awlaki as a Case Study in the International 

Legal Regulation of Lethal Force” (2010) 13 Yearbook of International Humanitarian Law 

3-60 

7. Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees 28 July 1951 and Protocol Relating to the 

Status of Refugees 31 January 1967, (http://untreaty.un.org/cod/avl/ha/prsr/prsr.html). 

http://www.geneva-academy.ch/RULAC/qualification_of_armed_conflict.php
http://www.geneva-academy.ch/RULAC/qualification_of_armed_conflict.php
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/chemical-weapons-conference-states-parties-convention#.VKlX3iuUd5I
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/chemical-weapons-conference-states-parties-convention#.VKlX3iuUd5I
http://untreaty.un.org/cod/avl/ha/prsr/prsr.html


8. CQ Researcher, Drone Warfare: Are Strikes by Unmanned Aircraft Ethical? CQ Researcher 

Aug. 6, 2010, Volume 20, Number 28. PP 653-676. 

(http://www.asil.org/files/CQ_DroneWarfare.pdf) 

9. Dieter Fleck ed. The Handbook of International Humanitarian Law, Oxford University 

Press (2021) ISBN-13: 978-0198847960. 

10. Dr. U.C. Jha, International Humanitarian Law: The Laws of War (2011, Eastern Book 

Company) ISBN-13 978-9380177755. 

11. Dr. U.C. Jha, International Humanitarian Law: The Laws of War (Eastern Book 

Company) ISBN-13 978-9380177755. 

12. EISIL - Refugees, Asylum, Nationality, Displaced, & Freedom of Movement 

(http://www.eisil.org/index.php?sid=141902395&t=sub_pages&cat=205) 

13. Emily Crawford and Alison Pert, International Humanitarian Law (2nd Ed., Cambridge 

University Press, 2020) ISBN: 9781108635448. 

14. Feller, E., Türk, V. and Nicholson, F. (eds.), Refugee Protection in International Law, 

UNHCR ‘s Global Consultations on International Protection, Cambridge, University 

Press, 2003. 

15. Francesco Francioni and Federico Lenzerini, The Destruction of the Buddhas of Bamiyan 

and International Law, European Journal of International Law, 14 (2003); 

http://www.ejil.org/pdfs/14/4/436.pdf 

16. How is the Term "Armed Conflict" Defined in International Humanitarian Law?, 

International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) Opinion Paper, (March 2008) 

https://www.icrc.org/eng/assets/files/other/opinion-paper-armed-conflict.pdf. 

17. International Human Rights and Conflict Resolution Clinic (Stanford Law School) and 

Global Justice Clinic (NYU School of Law), Living Under Drones: Death, Injury, and 

Trauma  to  Civilians from  US  Drone  Practices  in  Pakistan,  September,  2012. 

(http://livingunderdrones.org/wp- 

content/uploads/2012/09/Stanford_NYU_LIVING_UNDER_DRONES.pdf) 

18. J.D. Ohlin (ed.) Theoretical Boundaries of Armed Conflict and Human Rights, Cambridge 

University Press, (2016) ISBN:9781107137936. 

19. Jackson, “Restoring Law to the Battlefield: The Morality and Ethics of the Global War on 

Terror,” 50 South Texas L. Rev. 825-36 (2009). 

20. James C. Hathaway, The Rights of Refugees under International Law (2nd Ed., 

Cambridge University Press, ISBN: 9781108863537 

21. Jean-Marie Henckaerts, & Louise Doswald-Beck, Customary International Humanitarian 

Law, Volume I-II (Part I & 2), ICRC, Cambridge University Press, 2005 ISBN: 

0521839378. 

22. Legality of the Threat or Use of Nuclear Weapons, Advisory Opinion, I.C.J. Reports 1996, 

p. 226, International Court of Justice (ICJ), 8 July 1996 (Nuclear Weapons Case) 

23. M.Gandhi, Common Article 3 Of Geneva Conventions, 1949 In The Era Of International 

Criminal Tribunals, Vol 1, ISIL Year Book of International Humanitarian Law,(2001). 

24. Malcom N. Shaw, International Law, Cambridge University Press, 2003, 

ISBN: 9781108774802. 

25. Manoj Kumar Sinha, Handbook of Legal Instruments on International Human Rights and 

Refugee Laws (2014) ISBN-13: 978-9351431282. 

26. Protection of the natural environment in time of armed conflict, International Committee 

of the Red Cross; https://www.icrc.org/eng/resources/documents/misc/57jmau.htm 

27. Robert Cryer, Darryl Robinson, Sergey Vasiliev, An Introduction to 

International Criminal Law and Procedure, Cambridge University Press 4th 

Edition 2019 ISBN: 9781108680455. 

http://www.asil.org/files/CQ_DroneWarfare.pdf
http://www.eisil.org/index.php?sid=141902395&t=sub_pages&cat=205
http://www.ejil.org/pdfs/14/4/436.pdf
https://www.icrc.org/eng/assets/files/other/opinion-paper-armed-conflict.pdf
http://livingunderdrones.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/Stanford_NYU_LIVING_UNDER_DRONES.pdf
http://livingunderdrones.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/Stanford_NYU_LIVING_UNDER_DRONES.pdf
https://www.icrc.org/eng/resources/documents/misc/57jmau.htm


28. Troy S. Thomas and William D. Casebeer, Violent Non-State Actors: Countering Dynamic 

Systems, Strategic Insights, Vol 3, Issue 3 (March 2004) 

http://www.au.af.mil/au/awc/awcgate/nps/casebeer_mar04.pdf 

29. UNITed Nations Humanitarian Affairs, Landmines, Refugees and Children and Armed 

Conflict. (http://www.un.org/ha/) 

30. Weapons: ICRC statement to the UNITed Nations, 2014, International Committee of the 

Red Cross; https://www.icrc.org/en/document/weapons-icrc-statement-UNITed-nations- 

2014#.VKleIvmUfT9. 

31. Yoram Dinstein, Protection of the Environment in International Armed Conflict, Max 

Planck UNYB (2001) http://www.mpil.de/files/pdf1/mpunyb_dinstein_5.pdf. 

 

Assessment Scheme 

 

Components Internal Assessment Mid Term Exam End Term 

Exam 

Total 

Weightage (%) 25% 25% 50% 100% 

http://www.au.af.mil/au/awc/awcgate/nps/casebeer_mar04.pdf
http://www.un.org/ha/
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/weapons-icrc-statement-united-nations-2014#.VKleIvmUfT9
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/weapons-icrc-statement-united-nations-2014#.VKleIvmUfT9
http://www.mpil.de/files/pdf1/mpunyb_dinstein_5.pdf


Name of Program LL.M. 

New Code Gender Justice L T P C 

Owning School/Department School of Law 2 0 0 2 

Pre-requisites/Exposure Constitutional Law, Family Law, Criminal Law 

 

Course Summary 

 

This course offers an advanced, intersectional examination of gender, law, and power, 

analysing how legal systems construct, regulate, and contest gendered identities and 

inequalities. It introduces students to feminist, queer, and critical legal theories before 

examining international and domestic frameworks governing gender justice, including 

constitutional principles, statutory protections, and key judicial decisions. The course engages 

with the legal regulation of autonomy, sexuality, family, labour, and violence, while 

foregrounding intersections with caste, disability, and socio-economic structures. Emphasising 

critical analysis and reform-oriented thinking, the course equips students to evaluate the law’s 

role in both perpetuating and challenging structural gender injustice. This course helps in skill 

development of students. 

 

Course Outcomes (COs)  

 

By the end of this course, students shall be able to: 

CO1: Examine law through feminist, queer, Dalit feminist, and intersectional perspectives. 

CO2: Apply international and domestic human rights standards to questions of gender equality 

in law and policy. 

CO3: Analyse structural gender-based harms and the law’s role in sustaining or contesting 

them. 

CO4: Evaluate legal responses to violence, bodily autonomy, sexuality, labour, and family 

relations. 

CO5: Develop gender-just legal arguments grounded in theory, case law, and socio-legal 

analysis. 

 

CO-PO Mapping 

 

 PO1 PO2 PO3 PO4 PO5 

CO1 3 2 2 3 2 

CO2 3 3 2 2 2 

CO3 2 – 3 3 – 

CO4 2 – 2 3 2 

CO5 3 – 3 2 3 

1=weakly related 2= moderately related 3=strongly related 



Course Contents 

 

Unit 1: Foundations of Gender Theory and Feminist Jurisprudence (6 Lectures) 

 

• Major feminist legal theories: liberal, radical, Marxist/socialist, and Dalit feminist critiques 

of law 

• Queer theory and law: heteronormativity, fluid identities, and critique of sexual regulation 

• Patriarchy as a Legal Structure: Law as a site of patriarchal power and control, the 

“reasonable man” and gendered standards of legality 

Unit 2: Gender, Public Law and International Frameworks (6 Lectures) 

• International treaties and soft-law instruments shaping gender equality norms: CEDAW, 

ICCPR, ICESCR, Yogyakarta Principles, and UN human rights mechanisms 

• Gender and Public Law: Equality and non-discrimination. Analysis of major Indian gender- 

related case law to understand how courts apply these public law principles 

• Comparative Public Law Responses to Gender: Overview of how different constitutional 

systems advance gender justice through public law tools, including comparative 

approaches to affirmative action for women and gender minorities, gender recognition 

models, and global developments like political parity laws. 

 

Unit 3: Rights And Regulation Governing Bodily Autonomy, Sexuality, and Family 

(6 Lectures) 

• Reproductive rights: abortion access, reproductive justice, and regulation under the MTP 

and ART/surrogacy laws 

• Regulation of intimacy and family structures: marriage and live-in relationships and 

Personal laws and inheritance 

• judicial interpretation of cruelty, restitution of conjugal rights, and state regulation of 

kinship 

• Legal regulation of sexuality and sexual expression: Legal regulation of sex work and 

sexual expression 

• Obscenity, public morality, and constitutional interpretation 

Unit 4: Gender, Violence and the Criminal Justice System (6 Lectures) 

• Legal constructions of sexual violence: consent standards, evidentiary rules, and feminist 

critiques of rape law reforms 

• Domestic, intimate-partner, and family-based violence: dowry deaths, honour crimes, 

marital cruelty, and legal redress mechanisms 

• Critical approaches to the criminal-legal system: carceral feminism, judicial stereotyping, 

procedural barriers, and Access to Justice for Survivors – Barriers, Support Mechanisms, 

and Institutional Responses 



Unit 5: Intersectional and Structural Dimensions Of Gender: Caste, Labour, Disability, 

Religion, Digitality (6 Lectures) 

 

• Caste–gender intersections: Dalit feminist critiques, structural violence, and the law’s role 

in maintaining caste patriarchy 

• Gendered labour and economic structures: unpaid care work, wage inequality, precarity, 

and feminisation of labour markets 

• Disability and gender justice: legal personhood, autonomy, access barriers, and 

intersectional discrimination under disability law, include other gender minorities 

Bare Acts 

 

1. Constitution of India, 1950 

2. Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 

3. The Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Act 2019 (Act No. 40 of 2020) 

4. The Protection of Women against Domestic Violence Act 2005 (Act No. 43 of 2006) 

5. The Pre-Conception & Pre-natal Diagnostic Techniques (Prohibition of Sex Selection) Act 

1994 (Act 57 of 1996) 

6. The Indecent Representation of Women (Prohibition) Act, 1986 (Act. No. 60 of 1986) 

7. The Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act, 1971 (Act No. 34 of 1971) 

8. The Maternity Benefits Act, 1961 (Act No. 53 of 1961) 

9. The Dowry Prohibition Act 1961 (Act No. 28 of 1961) 

10. The Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act 1956 (Act No. 104 of 1958) 

11. The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012 (Act No. 32 of 2012) 

12. The Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016 (Act No. 49 of 2016) 

13. The Schedule Caste and the Schedule Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities Act), 1989 (Act No. 

33 of 1990) 

14. The Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) 

Act, 2013 (Act No. 14 of 2013) 

 

Reference Materials 

 

1. ‘What use is Poetry?’ Excavating tongues of justice around Navtej Singh Johar v. Union of 

India Kalpana Kannabiran, National Law School of India Review, Vol. 31, No. 1 (2019), 

pp. 1-31 

2. “Under Western Eyes” Revisited: Feminist Solidarity through Anti-capitalist Struggles, 

Chandra Talpade Mohanty. 

3. Akshaya Jose Devasia, A Feminist Foreign Policy for India, EPW, August 20, 2022 

4. Alison M Jaggar, Feminist Politics and Human Nature (Rowman & Allanheld 1983), 

Chapters 3-6 

5. Aloysius Irudayam SJ et al, Dalit Women Speak Out: Caste, Class and Gender Violence in 

India 46-66 (2011). 

6. Anand Teltumbde, 10 years of Khairlanji: What do we see? EPW, Sep 3, 2016 

7. Arvind Narrain, ―'That despicable specimen of humanity’: Policing of homosexuality in 

India‖ in Kalpana Kannabiran (ed), Challenging the Rule(s) of Law: Colonialism, 

Criminology and Human Rights in India (2008) Sage India 

8. Arvind Narrain, Violation of Bodily Integrity: The Delhi Rape case among others, EPW, 

March 16, 2013 



9. B. Rajeshwari, Feminist Perspective on Post-riot Judicial Inquiry Commissions in India, 

Journal of Asian Security and International Affairs, August 2017, Vol. 4, No. 2, pp. 196- 

218 

10. Borisa, Dhiren (2020), ‘City and Sexuality: An Auto-ethnographic Storytelling of 

Geographies of Caste, Class and Queerness in Delhi’, Geography and You, 20 (4-5): 82- 

87. 

11. Brett O’Bannon, The Narmada River Project: Toward a Feminist Model of Women in 

Development, Policy Seminars, 1994, Vol. 27, No. 2/3, pp. 247-267 (Feminism and Public 

Policy) 

12. Dhanda Amita, Parasher Archana (ed.) Engendering Law Essays in Honour of Lotika 

Sarkar. New Delhi: Eastern Book Depot., (1999). 

13. Doing and Undoing Feminism: A Jurisdictional Journey, Oishik Sircar, EPW, May 16, 

2015, Vol. L, No. 20 

14. Feminist Perspective on Sex and Gender @ Standford Encyclopaedia of Philosophy - 

available at https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/feminism-gender/ 

15. Flavia Agnes and Shiba Venkatesh Ghosh (eds), Negotiations with Law and Public 

Institutions, Negotiating Spaces, Oxford University Press, New Delhi, 2012 

16. Flavia Agnes, Law and Gender Inequality: The politics of Women’s Rights in India, (2004), 

Oxford University Press: India 

17. Flavia Agnes, Law, Justice and Gender: Family Law and Constitutional Provisions in India, 

(Oxford University Press 2011), Chapter 2: Constitutional Claims and Gender Justice. 

18. Heywood, “Feminism in Political Ideology: An Introduction”, (2004), Palgrave McMillan 

19. Holly Henderson, Feminism, Foucault and Rape: A Theory and Politics of Rape Prevention, 

22 Berkeley J. Gender L. & Just. 225 2007 

20. Is Feminism about 'Women'? A Critical View on Intersectionality from India, Nivedita 

Menon, Economic and Political Weekly, Vol. 50, No. 17 (APRIL 25, 2015), pp. 37-44 

21. Judith Butler, “Gender Trouble: Feminism and Subversion of Identity”, (1991) 8-17 

Routledge. 

22. Kamla Bhasin and Nighat Said Khan, Some Questions on Feminism and Its Relevance in 

South Asia, Kali for Women, New Delhi, 1986 

23. Kamla Bhasin, what is Patriarchy, Kali Women Unlimited (2004) 

24. Kanchana Mahadevan, The ‘Virtuous Women’: Law, Language and Activism, EPW, April 

26, 2008 

25. Kannabhiram Kalpana (ed.), Women and Law: Critical Feminist Perspectives, India: Sage 

Publications, (2014). 

26. Kapur Ratna, Cossman Brendia, Subversive Sites: Feminist Engagement with Law in India, 

India: Sage Publication, (1996). 

27. Madhavi Menon, Hadiya, Hinduism and Heterosexuality, NLS Socio-Legal Review, Vol. 

17, Issue 1, 2022 

28. Men doing feminism in India, An Introduction, Romit Chowdhury and Zaid Al Baset, EPW, 

May 16, 2015 Vol L NO 20 

29. Menon, N. (ed.) Gender and Politics in India, (1999), Oxford University Press 
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April 20-27, 1996 

https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/feminism-gender/
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Assessment Scheme 

 

Components Internal Assessment Mid Term Exam End Term 

Exam 

Total 

Weightage (%) 25% 25% 50% 100% 
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Name of Program LL.M. 

Course Code: Copyright Law: Generative AI and 

Creative Economies 

L T P C 

Owning 
School/Department 

School of Law 2 0 0 2 

Pre-requisites/Exposure Intellectual Property Laws 

 

Course Summary 

 

This advanced LLM elective examines the evolving landscape of copyright law in the era of 

digital transformation and generative AI. The course explores core principles of copyright 

protection while critically analyzing challenges arising from AI technologies, digital platforms, 

streaming services, social media, NFTs, the metaverse, and deepfakes. Through a comparative 

lens, it covers international frameworks (Berne Convention, TRIPS, WIPO treaties), US and 

EU approaches (fair use and text-and-data mining exceptions), and Indian law under the 

Copyright Act, 1957, including fair dealing and protection of traditional knowledge and 

folklore. Key themes include authorship and ownership of AI-generated works, liability for 

training on copyrighted data, platform responsibility, digital enforcement, and balancing 

exclusive rights with innovation and access. The course adopts an interdisciplinary approach 

integrating legal doctrine, policy, economic, and ethical perspectives. Case studies from 

entertainment, software, publishing, and emerging tech sectors equip students to navigate 

complex copyright issues in the global digital economy. 

 

Course Outcomes (COs) 

 

By the end of this course, students shall be able to: 

CO1: Explain the philosophical foundations of copyright law, key provisions of Indian 

Copyright Act, 1957, international treaties, and core concepts like originality, authorship, 

exclusive rights, fair dealing, and traditional cultural expressions. 

CO2: Demonstrate the impact of generative AI and digital transformation on copyright, 

covering AI-generated works, training data, deepfakes, platform liability, NFTs, and the 

metaverse. 

CO3: Apply comparative perspectives to examine digital copyright disputes, fair dealing vs fair 

use, and platform responsibilities under Indian and global frameworks. 

CO4: Analyze tensions between copyright protection and innovation in creative economies, 

including policy debates, enforcement challenges, and economic implications for film, music, 

publishing, and software industries. 

CO5: Evaluate proposed copyright reforms for AI and digital challenges and formulate 

balanced policy recommendations to promote sustainable creativity and stakeholder interests 

in India and globally. 

 

CO-PO Mapping 

 

 PO1 PO2 PO3 PO4 PO5 

CO1 - - 1 -  

CO2 1 3 3 -  

CO3 3 3 2 1 1 

CO4 2 2 - 2 2 



CO5 - 1 - 3  

1=weakly related 2= moderately related 3=strongly related 

 

Course Contents 

 

Unit I: Foundations of Copyright Law – National and International Frameworks 

(6 Lectures) 

• Concept of Copyright: Originality, Idea-Expression Dichotomy, Authorship, and 

protectable subject matter. 

• Exclusive Rights, Duration, Limitations and Exceptions (Fair Dealing vs. Fair Use 

doctrine). 

• International Frameworks: Berne Convention, TRIPS Agreement, WIPO Copyright Treaty, 

and Marrakesh Treaty. 

• Key provisions of the Indian Copyright Act, 1957 and Protection of Traditional Cultural 

Expressions/Folklore. 

Unit II: Copyright in the Digital Environment – Platforms, Intermediaries and 

Enforcement (6 Lectures) 

 

• Reproduction, Distribution, and Communication to the Public in Digital Contexts. 

• Liability of Online Platforms and Intermediaries: Safe Harbour Provisions (Indian 

s.52(1)(c) and section 79 of IT Act, US DMCA, EU DSM Directive). 

• Challenges posed by Streaming, Cloud Storage, User-Generated Content, OTT Platforms 

and Social Media. 

• Digital Enforcement Mechanisms: Notice-and-Takedown, Blocking Orders, and John Doe 

Remedies in India. 

Unit III: Emerging Technologies and Copyright Challenges (6 Lectures) 

 

• Copyright Issues in Blockchain, Non-Fungible Tokens and Digital Assets. 

• Legal challenges in the Metaverse, Deepfakes, Voice Cloning, Synthetic Media, and AI- 

generated content intersecting with Personality Rights. 

• Text-and-Data Mining exceptions: Comparative analysis (EU, Japan, UK, and India). 

• Sustainable Creative Economies: Carbon footprint of AI, Green Licensing, and Open- 

Access incentives. 

Unit IV: Generative AI and Copyright – Authorship, Infringement and Defences 

(6 Lectures) 

• Authorship and Ownership of AI-generated works: Threshold of Human Contribution. 

• Infringement Issues in AI training (use of copyrighted material as input data) and AI outputs 

(substantial similarity analysis). 

• Fair use/Fair dealing defences for AI training and generation: Global Judicial Trends and 

Indian Position. 

• Policy Proposals including the DPIIT Working Paper’s “One Nation One License One 

Payment” collective management system and its implications for Indian creators and start- 

ups. 



Unit V: Policy, Innovation and Reform in Creative Economies (6 Lectures) 

• Balancing Copyright Protection with Innovation, Access and Cultural Diversity. 

• Role of Open Access, Creative Commons, and Alternative Licensing Models. 

• Copyright and Creative Industries in India (Film, Music, Publishing, and Software Sectors). 

• Economic and Ethical and Reform Dimensions: Remuneration, Competition, Cultural 

Diversity and Responses to AI and Digital challenges. 

 

Reference Materials  

 

1. David Nimmer, Nimmer on Copyright, (Lexis Nexis), 9th Edition, 2014. 

2. P. Narayanan, Law of Copyright and Industrial Designs, (Eastern Law House, 4th ed, 2020). 

3. Paul Goldstein, International Copyright: Principles, Law and Practice, (Oxford University 

Press), 2nd Edition, 2016. 

4. V K Ahuja. Law of Copyright and Neighbouring Rights: National and International 

Perspectives (Eastern Law House). 
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(Delhi High Court, 2013) 
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12. Kadrey v. Meta Platforms No. 3:23-cv-03417 (N.D. Cal. 2023) (United States) 

13. Kent RO Systems Ltd. v. Amit Kotak CS(COMM) 531/2016 (Delhi High Court, 2017) 

14. L'Oréal v. eBay Case C-324/09, [2011] ECR I-6011 (CJEU) 

15. Miramax LLC v. Quentin Tarantino No. 2:21-cv-08979 (C.D. Cal. 2021) (United States) 

16. MySpace Inc. v. Super Cassettes Industries Ltd. (2011) MIPR 2011 (3) 145Tips Industries 

Ltd. v. Wynk Music Ltd. Commercial IP Suit No. 114 of 2018 (Bombay High Court, 2019) 

17. Najma Heptulla v. Orient Longman Ltd. (1989) ILR 1 Delhi 205 

18. New York Times v. OpenAI & Microsoft No. 1:23-cv-11195 (S.D.N.Y. 2023, ongoing) (United 

States) 

19. Nike v. StockX No. 1:22-cv-000983 (S.D.N.Y. 2022) (United States) 

20. R.G. Anand v. Delux Films (1978) 4 SCC 118 

21. Saregama India Ltd. & Ors. (Music Industry) Intervention in OpenAI Litigation Intervention 

in related proceedings, Delhi High Court (2025) 

22. Saregama India Ltd. v. Viacom 18 Motion Pictures O.S.A. No. 239 of 2012 (Madras High 

Court, 2013) 

23. Super Cassettes Industries Ltd. v. Music Broadcast Ltd. (2012) 5 SCC 488 

24. Thaler v. Perlmutter Civil Action No. 22-1564 (D.D.C. 2023), aff'd (D.C. Cir. 2024) (United 

States) 



25. Thomson Reuters Enterprise Centre GmbH v. ROSS Intelligence Inc. No. 1:20-cv-00613 (D. 

Del. 2020, decision 2025) (United States) 

26. Tremblay v. OpenAI No. 3:23-cv-03416 (N.D. Cal. 2024) (United States) 

27. University of Oxford v. Rameshwari Photocopy Services CS(OS) 2439/2012 

28. Viacom International Inc. v. YouTube Inc. 676 F.3d 19 (2d Cir. 2012) (United States) 

29. Yuga Labs v. Ryder Ripps No. 2:22-cv-04355 (C.D. Cal. 2023) (United States) 

 

Assessment Scheme 

 

Components Internal Assessment Mid Term Exam End Term 

Exam 

Total 

Weightage (%) 25% 25% 50% 100% 



Name of Program LL.M. 

Course Code: Law of Trademarks: Brand and Business 

Protection 

L T P C 

Owning School/Department School of Law 2 0 0 2 

Pre-requisites/Exposure Completed Foundation/Core 

Course in IPR 

 

Course Summary 

 

The course ‘Law of Trademarks: Brand and Business Protection’ aims to introduce and discuss 

advanced and comprehensive study of trademark law as a key instrument for brand and 

business protection in contemporary commercial environments. It examines the legal, 

economic, and policy dimensions of trademarks, emphasizing their role in safeguarding brand 

identity, consumer interests, goodwill, and fair competition. 

The course in its first module begins with an exploration of the foundational principles and 

historical evolution of trademark law, including its relationship with consumer protection and 

unfair competition. It then focuses on ownership, registration, and protection of trademarks, 

analyzing statutory requirements, registration procedures, international frameworks, and the 

legal effects of registration in its second module. 

In its third module, it examines the commercial exploitation of trademarks, highlighting 

branding strategies, trademark valuation, digital marketing, portfolio management, licensing, 

franchising, and co-branding arrangements. Students are further exposed through the fourth 

module to the enforcement mechanisms, including infringement, passing off, dilution, 

defences, remedies, and counterfeiting offences, with reference to both civil and criminal 

liability. Towards the last, in its fifth module, the course also addresses contemporary and 

emerging issues in trademark law, such as non-traditional trademarks, domain name disputes, 

ambush marketing, personality rights, brand dilution through user-generated content, and 

trademark protection in the metaverse. The course would be taught to encourage critical 

thinking and enable students to become better professionals and critical thinkers enabling 

employability and skill development. 

 

Course Outcomes (COs) 

 

By the end of this program, students shall be able to: 

CO1: Explain the philosophical concepts, principles, and historical development of trademark 

law, and describe the role of trademarks in brand identity, consumer protection, goodwill, and 

unfair competition. 

CO2: Apply statutory provisions and international instruments governing trademark 

ownership, registration, and protection in order to assess registrability, refusal grounds, and 

legal consequences of trademark registration. 

CO3: Analyze the commercial exploitation of trademarks through branding, valuation, digital 

marketing, portfolio management, and co-branding arrangements in contemporary business 

environments. 

CO4: Evaluate trademark enforcement mechanisms, including infringement, passing off, 

dilution, defences, remedies, and counterfeiting provisions, by critically examining judicial 

approaches and statutory frameworks. 

CO5: Critically assess and formulate legal responses to emerging and contemporary trademark 

issues such as non-traditional marks, domain name disputes, personality rights, user-generated 

content, and trademarks in the metaverse. 



CO-PO/PSO Mapping 

 

 PO1 PO2 PO3 PO4 PO5 

CO1 3 2 1 2 - 

CO2 3 1 1 1 - 

CO3 3 - 3 3 - 

CO4 3 - 2 3 1 

CO5 3 - 3 2 2 

1=weakly related 2= moderately related 3=strongly related 

 

Course Contents 
 

UNIT I: Introduction to Trademark Law and Brand Identity 

 

• Meaning, Characteristics, evolution and justification of trademark 

• International legal instruments relating to trademark law 

 

(6 Lectures) 

• Distinction between trademarks, trade names, geographical indications, and copyrights 

• Trademark and relation with consumer protection, goodwill, and unfair competition 

• Trademark functions in digital and platform economies 

UNIT II: Trademark Ownership, Registration and Protection 

(6 Lectures) 

• Kinds of trademarks; Criteria for registrability: distinctiveness, non-functionality, and 

graphical representation 

• Grounds for refusal of registration; Concept of deceptive similarity; 

• Registration procedure and Effect of registration of trademarks; Duration of trademark 

protection and Cancellation of registration 

• International registration of trademark 

• AI Generated Marks and Registrability Challenges 
 

UNIT III: Branding and Commercial Exploitation of Trademark 

• Role of trademark in branding 

• Trademark valuation and branding strategies 

 

(6 Lectures) 

• Well-known trademark protection, Digital Marketing: Influencer branding and creator 

economies 

• Trademark portfolio management: Assignment, licensing, franchising, and merchandising, 

Co-branding arrangement and business management. 
 

UNIT IV: Enforcement of Trademark Rights 

• Infringement of trademarks 

• Passing off action: the trinity test, Trademark dilution 

 

(6 Lectures) 

• Defences – Concept of honest concurrent use and Remedies: Civil, Criminal and 

Administrative 

• Provisions relating to use and application of Counterfeiting marks/False marks under BNS. 

• Online trademark enforcement and intermediary liability 



UNIT V: Contemporary issues in Trademark 

• Non-traditional trademarks 

• Domain Name disputes and Cyber-squatting: Ambush Marketing 

 

(6 Lectures) 

• Character and Celebrity Merchandising – Personality Rights; Brand dilution through user- 

generated content 

• Trademark in virtual environments and digital assets; Jurisdiction and forum for trademark 

disputes. 

• Platform governance and trademark disputes in digital ecosystems jurisdiction 

Reference Materials 

1. P. Narayanan, Law of Trademarks and Passing off, Eastern Law House, 6th edition, 2017, 

reprint 2023. 

2. A. K. Bansal, Law of Trademark in India, Thomson & Reuters (2014). 

3. Alan S. Gutterman and Bentley J. Anderson, Intellectual Property in Global Markets, 

Kluwer Law International, London, The Hague, Boston (1997) 

4. L. Bently and B. Sherman, Intellectual Property Law, Oxford University Press, Oxford 

(2018) 

5. N.S. Gopalakrishnan & T.G. Ajitha, Principles of Intellectual Property, Eastern Book 

Company (2014) 

6. V. K. Ahuja, Intellectual Property Rights, Lexis Nexis, New Delhi (2017) 

7. W.R. Cornish, Intellectual Property: Patents, Copyright, Trade Marks and Allied Rights, 

Universal Law Publishing Co. Pvt. Ltd., Delhi 2013 

 

Relevant Cases 

 

1. Abercombie & Fitch Company v. Hunting World, INC. 537 F.2d 4 (2d Cir. 1976) 

2. Abercrombie & Fitch Co. v. Hunting World, Inc. 537 F.2d 4(2d Cir. 1976). 

3. AmritdharaPharmacy v. Satya Deo Gupta [AIR 1963 SC 449]. 

4. Britannia Industries Ltd v ITC Ltd. (2017)240 DLT 156 (DB). 

5. Cadila Health Care Ltd. v. Gujrat Coop. Milk Marketing Federation Ltd. 2008 36 PTC 168 

(Del). 

6. Cipla Limited vs M.K. Pharmaceuticals, MIPR2007(3)170. 

7. Commissioner of Inland Revenue v Muller &co's Margarine Ltd, [1901] AC 217. 

8. Daimler Benz Aktiegessellschaft & Anr. v. Hybo Hindustan [AIR 1994 Del. 239]. 

9. Foodlink F&B Holdings India Private Limited v. Wow Momo Foods Limited, 2023 SCC 

OnLine Del 4719. 

10. Gujarat Bottling Co Ltd v. Coca Cola co., 1995 AIR 2372. 

11. Hamdard National Foundation (India) &Anr V. Sadar Laboratories Pvt Ltd., 2022. 

12. Hindustan Development Corporation v. The Deputy Registrar of Trademarks AIR 1955 

CAL 519. 

13. Hyundai Corporation v. Rajmal Garna 2007 35 PTC 652 (Del). 

14. Koninkijke Phillips Electronics NV v. Remington Consumer products Ltd, [ECJ, 18 June 

2002, Lawtel]. 

15. Louis Vuitton Malletier v. Dooney & Burke, Inc. 454 F.3d 108 (2d cir.2006). 

16. Mishawaka Rubber & Woolen Mfg. Co. v. S.S. Kresge 316 U.S. 203 (1942) 

17. Mr Sanjay Chadha Trading As M/S Eveready Tools Emporium V. Union of India & Ors. 

2022. 

18. Parle Products (P) Ltd v. J. P. & Co. Mysore 1972 AIR 1359. 



19. Parle Products (P) Ltd. v. J.P and Co., 1972 AIR 1359. 

20. Pepsi Co. vs. Hindustan Coca Cola Ltd.2003(27) PTC 305 (DEL). 

21. Prem Nath Mayer v. Registrar of Trademarks, AIR1972CAL261. 

22. Qualitex Co. v. Jacobson Products Co., Inc., 514 U.S. 159 (1995). 

23. Ralf Sieckmann v Deutsches Patent und Markenamt, ECJ, Case C273/00, 2002. 

24. Reckitt & Colman Ltd v Borden Inc [1990] 1 All ER 873. 

25. Reckitt & Colman of India Ltd. v. Jyothi Laboratories Ltd. and Ors.; 1999 2 CALLT 230 

(HC). 

26. Reckitt Benckiser India Private v. Hindustan Unilever Limited CS(COMM) 340/2021 

27. Rob Mathys India Pvt. Ltd Vs. Synthes Ag Chur, 1996 (Del) 236. 

28. Shredded Wheat Co. v. Humphrey Cornell Co., 250 F. 960 (2d Cir. 1918). 

29. Société des Produits Nestlé S.A. ("Nestlé") [2016] EWHC 50 (Ch)). 

30. Southern v. How, 1617. 

31. Taco Cabana International, Inc. v. Two Pesos, Inc., 932 F2d 1113 1992. 

32. Wal-Mart Stores v. Samara Bros., 529 U.S. 205 (2002). 

33. Yahoo!, Inc. v. Akash Arora & Anr 78 (1999) DLT 285. 

 

Assessment Scheme 

 

Components Internal Assessment Mid Term Exam End Term 

Exam 

Total 

Weightage (%) 25% 25% 50% 100% 



Name of Program LL.M. 

Course Code: Law of Patents, Trade Secrets and 

Technological Innovations 

L T P C 

Owning 
School/Department 

School of Law 2 0 0 2 

Pre-requisites/Exposure Intellectual Property Laws 

 

Course Summary  

 

This advanced interdisciplinary course examines patent law and trade secrets in the context of 

rapid technological innovation. It focuses on foundational principles under the Indian Patents 

Act, 1970 (as amended), while analyzing challenges from emerging technologies like AI, 

machine learning, blockchain, fintech, and data-driven systems. Through a comparative lens, 

it covers international frameworks (Paris Convention, PCT, TRIPS) and U.S./EU approaches 

to AI-assisted and computer-implemented inventions. Key Indian issues include Section 3 

exclusions (3(d) for pharmaceuticals and 3(k) for software/AI), compulsory licensing, 

evergreening, AI inventorship/ownership (2025 CRI Guidelines), sufficiency of disclosure, and 

trade secret protection. The course explores enforcement, monopoly rights vs. public interest, 

competition law (FRAND for SEPs), economic/ethical dimensions, and policy reform. Case 

studies from pharmaceuticals, biotech, software, telecom, and startups under Make in India & 

IndiaAI initiatives highlight sustainable innovation and technology transfer. 

 

Course Outcomes (COs) 

 

After completing this course, students will be able to: 

CO1: Explain the philosophical foundations of patent law, key provisions of the Indian Patents 

Act, 1970, international treaties, and core concepts like novelty, inventive step, Section 3 

exclusions, compulsory licensing, and trade secrets. 

CO2: Demonstrate the impact of emerging technologies on IP, focusing on AI/ML inventorship, 

sufficiency of disclosure, blockchain/fintech strategies, and challenges under the 2025 CRI 

Guidelines. 

CO3: Apply comparative (US/EU/India) perspectives to analyze AI-assisted inventions, 

software patentability, FRAND licensing for SEPs, and trade secret enforcement. 

CO4: Analyze tensions between IP protection and public interest, covering evergreening, 

access to medicines, competition law, and sectoral economic implications. 

CO5: Evaluate reforms for AI, digital, and sustainability challenges, and formulate balanced 

policy recommendations to boost India’s innovation ecosystem while addressing stakeholder 

interests. 

CO-PO/PSO Mapping 

 

 PO1 PO2 PO3 PO4 PO5 

CO1 - - 1 -  

CO2 1 3 3 -  

CO3 3 3 2 1 1 

CO4 2 2 - 2 2 

CO5 - 1 - 3  

1=weakly related 2= moderately related 3=strongly related 



Course Contents 

 

UNIT I: Foundations of Patent Law – National and International Frameworks 

(6 Lectures) 

• Patentability criteria: Novelty, Inventive Step, Industrial Application, and Subject Matter 

Eligibility. 

• Patent Specification, Claims Drafting, Interpretation, Enablement, and Sufficiency 

requirements. 

• International Frameworks: Paris Convention, PCT System, and TRIPS Agreement. 

• Key provisions of Indian Patents Act, 1970 (incl. 2005 amendments), Compulsory 

Licensing, Evergreening, and IndiaAI Mission guidelines. 

UNIT II: Advanced Patent Doctrines, Exclusions, and Enforcements 

(6 Lectures) 

• Exclusions under Sections 3 & 4: Discoveries, Methods of Treatment, Software per se, and 

Traditional Knowledge. 

• Biotechnology & Pharmaceutical Patents: Product vs Process claims, Section 3(d), and 

Access to Medicines. 

• Infringement Analysis, Doctrine of Equivalents, Defences (Bolar, Experimental Use), 

Revocation, and Opposition. 

• Software & Computer-implemented Inventions: Global approaches (US, EU, India) and 

Section 3(k) challenges. 

UNIT III: Trade Secrets and Confidential Information – Protection and Enforcement 

(6 Lectures) 

• Concept and Elements of Trade Secrets: Economic Value, Secrecy, and Reasonable Efforts 

to Maintain Confidentiality. 

• Indian Law on Trade Secrets: Contractual, Equitable, and Common Law Protection (No 

Statutory Regime), 22nd Law Commission Report. 

• Misappropriation, Breach of Confidence, and Remedies: Injunctions, Damages, and 

Springboard Doctrine. 

• Employee Mobility, NDAs, and Non-Compete Clauses: Balancing Innovation and 

Competition, 

UNIT IV: Patents and Trade Secrets in Emerging Technologies 

(6 Lectures) 

• Patenting Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learning Inventions: Inventorship, 

Enablement, and Sufficiency Issues. 

• Blockchain, FinTech, and Digital Platform Innovations: Patent Strategies and Trade Secret 

Alternatives. 

• Trade Secrets Protection in Data-Driven and Collaborative Technologies. 

• Global Approaches to Software and AI Patentability alongside Indian Section 3(k) 

Limitations. 
 

UNIT V: Policy, Innovation Ecosystem, and Global Challenges  

(6 

Lectures) 

• Balancing Patent Monopolies with Public Interest: FRAND Licensing and Compulsory 

Licensing. 



• India’s Innovation Ecosystem: Startups, Technology Transfer, Make in India, and related 

initiatives. 

• Global Patent Wars, Standard Essential Patents (SEPs), and International Enforcement 

Issues. 

• Future Reforms: AI inventorship, data exclusivity, sustainable innovation, and Global 

South perspectives. 

Reference Materials  

 

1. Feroz Ali Khader, The Law of Patents-with a Special Focus on Pharmaceuticals in India, 

Lexis Nexis, ISBN - 978-8180385094 

2. Kankanala, Kalyan C., Indian Patent Law and Practice, OUP, ISBN: 978-0198067740 

3. Matthew Fisher, Fundamentals of Patent Law: Interpretation and Scope of Protection, Hart 

Publishing, ISBN-13 : 978-1841136929 

4. Mathew Thomas, Patent Prosecution: Practice and Procedure, EBC, ISBN: 978- 

9388822282 

5. P. Narayanan, “Patent Law”, Eastern Law House (4th Revised Reprint Edition 2023) 

6. Philip W. Grubb et al, Patents for Chemicals, Pharmaceuticals, and Biotechnology, ISBN: 

978-0199684731 
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1. Blackberry Limited v. Assistant Controller of Patents 2024: DHC:6571 (Delhi High Court, 

2024) 

2. Cellectis v. Assistant Controller of Patents C.A.(COMM.IPD-PAT) 6/2023 (Delhi High 

Court, 28 February 2025) 

3. Cipla Limited v. Vifor (International) Limited (2023) Delhi High Court (May 2023) 

4. Dr. Sudipta Banerjee v. L.S. Davar & Company Delhi High Court (2023–2024) 

5. Emotional Perception AI Ltd v. Comptroller-General (2023) UK High Court 

6. Ericsson v. CCI (2023) Delhi High Court (Division Bench) 

7. Ericsson v. Lava (damages phase) CS(COMM) 350/2024 

8. Ericsson v. Lava International Ltd. CS(COMM) 350/2024 (Delhi High Court, 2024–2025) 

9. FMC Corporation & Ors. v. Natco Pharma Limited CS(COMM) 349/2022 

10. Hoffmann-La Roche AG v. Natco Pharma Ltd. 2025 SCC OnLine Del 1826 

11. Idemia Identity and Security France v. Controller General of Patents (T) CMA (PT) No. 198 

of 2023 

12. Microsoft Technology Licensing LLC v. Assistant Controller of Patents (T) CMA (PT) No. 

49 of 2023 

13. Mitsubishi Electric Corporation v. Assistant Controller of Patents (T) CMA (PT) No. 11 of 

2023 (Madras High Court, 2023) 

14. Novozymes v. Assistant Controller of Patents (T) CMA (PT) No. 33 of 2023 

15. OpenTV Inc. v. Controller of Patents (2023) Delhi High Court 

16. Pawan Kumar Goel v. Dr. Dhan Singh 2023 SCC OnLine Del 8651 

17. Philips v. Pearl Industry & Ors. Consolidated suits (Delhi High Court, February 2025) 

18. Recentive Analytics v. Fox Corp. No. 2023-2437 (Fed. Cir. April 2025) 

19. Rochem Separation Systems v. Nirtech Pvt Ltd. Bombay High Court (30 March 2023) 

20. Societe Des Produits Nestle Sa v. Controller of Patents C.A.(COMM.IPD-PAT) 22/2022 

21. Star India v. Employees (ongoing reference) Bombay High Court (2023–2024) 

22. Tapas Chatterjee v. Assistant Controller of Patents 2025) Delhi High Court (October 2025) 



23. Telefonaktiebolaget LM Ericsson v. Intex Technologies (2023) Delhi High Court (Division 

Bench, July 2023) 

24. Thaler v. Perlmutter (D.C. Cir. 2024–2025) (global AI case) 

 

Assessment Scheme 

 

Components Internal Assessment Mid Term Exam End Term 

Exam 

Total 

Weightage (%) 25% 25% 50% 100% 



Name of Program LL.M. 

Course Code: Cyber Security and Data Protection 

Laws 

L T P C 

Owning School/Department School of Law 2 0 0 2 

Pre-requisites/Exposure Completed Foundation/Core 

Course in IPR 

 

Course Summary 

 

This course provides a comprehensive examination of cyber law by situating cybersecurity, 

privacy, and data protection within their theoretical and constitutional foundations, with 

particular emphasis on informational privacy, autonomy, dignity, and evolving privacy 

jurisprudence grounded in proportionality. It analyses jurisdictional challenges in cyberspace, 

including territoriality, nationality, and effects-based principles, and examines the limitations 

of traditional doctrines in a borderless digital environment. The course further explores 

cybercrime regulation and enforcement under Indian law, including institutional frameworks, 

adjudicatory mechanisms, and the role of regulatory authorities. It offers an in-depth 

engagement with data protection law through the Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023 

and the Digital Personal Data Protection Rules, 2025, focusing on principles such as consent, 

purpose limitation, lawful processing, and the rights and obligations of data principals and 

fiduciaries. The course also addresses cross-border data flows and associated compliance 

challenges in a globalised digital economy. It examines cyber security governance, including 

national frameworks, the protection of critical information infrastructure, and the role of CERT- 

In, alongside legal regimes governing surveillance, interception, and data retention, with a 

focus on accountability and remedies. Furthermore, the course adopts a comparative and 

forward-looking perspective by analysing international data protection regimes and emerging 

issues such as electronic commerce, intellectual property in cyberspace, artificial intelligence, 

big data, and quantum computing, equipping students with critical, analytical, and policy- 

oriented skills for navigating complex digital regulatory landscapes. 

 

Course Outcomes (COs) 

 

By the end of this program, students shall be able to: 

CO1: Understand philosophical foundations of cybersecurity, privacy, and data protection 

under constitutional law. 

CO2: Analyse jurisdictional challenges, cybercrime enforcement, and institutional mechanisms 

in cyberspace. 

CO3: Evaluate principles and obligations under the Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023 

and Rules, 2025. 

CO4: Assess national cybersecurity governance, surveillance regimes, and accountability 

frameworks. 

CO5: Critically compare global data protection models and emerging issues like AI and 

quantum threats. 



CO-PO/PSO Mapping 

 

 PO1 PO2 PO3 PO4 PO5 

CO1 1 1 - - - 

CO2 2 1 3 1 - 

CO3 1 2 - - - 

CO4 - 3 3 - 2 

CO5 - - 3 3 1 

1=weakly related 2= moderately related 3=strongly related 

 

Course Contents 
 

UNIT I: Theoretical and Constitutional Foundations 

• Cyber security, privacy, and data protection as regulatory concepts 

 

(6 Lectures) 

• Informational privacy, autonomy, and dignity: evolution of informational privacy and its 

link with autonomy, dignity, and personhood 

• Constitutional foundations: privacy jurisprudence and proportionality 

• National security, cyber sovereignty, and constitutional limits 

• National security, cyber sovereignty, digital constitutionalism, platform governance, and 

constitutional limits 

 

UNIT II: Cyber Jurisdiction, Cybercrime, and Enforcement Frameworks 

(6 Lectures) 

• Jurisdiction in cyberspace: Territoriality, nationality, and effects-based jurisdiction in 

cyberspace 

• Challenges to traditional jurisdictional doctrines in a borderless digital environment 

• Cyber offences and enforcement under Indian law; Adjudication and appellate mechanisms 

under the IT Act, 2,000 

• Regulatory authorities and institutional design. 
 

UNIT III: Data Protection Law and Privacy Regulation 

 

• Principles of data protection and informational privacy 

 

(6 Lectures) 

• Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023 and Digital Personal Data Protection Rules, 

2025 

• Rights of data principals and obligations of data fiduciaries: Consent, purpose limitation, 

and lawful bases of processing 

• Cross-border data transfers and compliance challenges 
 

UNIT IV: Cyber Security Governance and Surveillance 

• National cyber security architecture and CERT-In framework 

• Critical information infrastructure and risk regulation 

 

(6 Lectures) 

• Surveillance, interception, and data retention regimes: AI-enabled monitoring systems, 

encryption debates and data retention regimes 

• Oversight, accountability, and remedies 



UNIT V: Comparative And Emerging Issues in Cyber Law 

• Comparative data protection regimes (EU, UK, US) 

• Electronic contracts and digital commerce 

 

(6 Lectures) 

• Intellectual property in cyberspace; AI, big data, quantum computing threats (post-quantum 

crypto), and future regulation 

Reference Materials 

 

1. Apar Gupta, Commentary on Information Technology Act, 2000, Lexis Nexis (2016) 

2. Chris Reed & John Angel, Computer Law, OUP, New York (2004) 

3. Jonthan Rosenoer, Cyber Law, Springer, New York (1997). 

4. Justice Yatindra Singh, Cyber Laws, Universal Law Publishing Co, New Delhi (2016) 

5. Karnika Seth, Computers, Internet and New Technology Laws, Lexis Nexis Butterworths 

Wadhwa Nagpur (2022). 

6. N S Nappinai, Technology Law Decoded, Lexis Nexis (2017). 

7. Verma S, K, Mittal Raman, Legal Dimensions of Cyber Space, Indian Law Institute, New 

Delhi (2004) 

 

Relevant Cases  

1. Anvar P.V v. P.K. Basheer & Ors, (2014) 10 SCC 473 

2. Google Spain SL, Google Inc. v. Agencia Española de Protección de Datos (2014) 

3. Internet and Mobile Association of India v. RBI, 2020 SCC OnLine SC 7 

4. Justice K.S. Puttaswamy v. Union of India, (2017) 10 SCC 1 

5. KS Puttaswamy v. Union of India, (2018) 1 SCC 474 

6. Shreya Singhal v. Union of India, (2015) 5 SCC 1 

 

Assessment Scheme 

 

Components Internal Assessment Mid Term Exam End Term 

Exam 

Total 

Weightage (%) 25% 25% 50% 100% 



Name of Program LL.M. 

Course Code: Protection of Traditional 

Knowledge and Bio-Cultural 

Heritage 

L T P C 

Owning School/Department School of Law 2 0 0 2 

Pre-requisites/Exposure IPR Law 

 

Course Summary 

 

The course aims to critically examine the legal frameworks protecting indigenous knowledge 

systems, biodiversity, and cultural expressions. As intellectual property regimes expand, the 

tension between proprietary rights (like patents) and community-held knowledge (TK) has 

become a focal point of international debate. This course provides an in-depth insight into the 

protection of Traditional Knowledge (TK), Traditional Cultural Expressions (TCEs), Plant 

Varieties, and Geographical Indications (GIs). It explores the balance between the rights of 

breeders, farmers, and indigenous communities, encouraging students to analyze legal 

mechanisms like Benefit Sharing and Sui Generis systems. The course is designed to enable 

employability in IP law firms, policy think-tanks, and international organizations. 

 

Course Outcomes (COs)  

 

By the end of this program, students shall be able to: 

CO1: Understand the philosophical foundations and scope of Traditional Knowledge, TCEs, 

and their relationship with modern Intellectual Property rights. 

CO2: Examine the international legal framework including the CBD, Nagoya Protocol, and 

TRIPS Agreement regarding biodiversity and TK. 

CO3: Analyze the specific statutory protections for Plant Varieties, Farmers' Rights, and 

Breeder's Rights in the context of food security and innovation. 

CO4: Evaluate the efficacy of Geographical Indications as a tool for protecting community 

heritage and traditional products. 

CO5: Develop a critical perspective on contemporary challenges such as biopiracy, defensive 

protection (TKDL), and the documentation of oral history 

CO-PO Mapping  

 

 PO1 PO2 PO3 PO4 PO5 

CO1 3 2 2 3 2 

CO2 3 3 2 2 2 

CO3 2 – 3 3 – 

CO4 2 – 2 3 2 

CO5 3 – 3 2 3 

1=weakly related 2= moderately related 3=strongly related 

Course Contents  

 

UNIT I: Traditional Knowledge & Traditional Cultural Expressions 

(6 Lectures) 

• Conceptual Framework: Definition and nature of Traditional Knowledge (TK) and 

Traditional Cultural Expressions (TCEs) 



• The Public Domain vs. Community Rights: Rationale for protection (Preservation, 

Economic, Human Rights) 

• International Framework: WIPO Intergovernmental Committee (IGC); TRIPS Agreement 

provisions relevant to TK; UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible 

Cultural Heritage 

• Traditional Cultural Expressions: Legal protection of indigenous art, music, dance, and 

handicrafts 

• Issues of misappropriation and offensive use; Comparative analysis of copyright vs. sui 

generis protection TKDL. Digital appropriation of indigenous cultural heritage 

UNIT II: Biodiversity, Access and Benefit Sharing (ABS) 

(6 Lectures) 

• International Regimes: Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and the Nagoya 

Protocol; Sovereign rights over genetic resources; Prior Informed Consent (PIC) and 

Mutually Agreed Terms (MAT) 

• Biopiracy and Bioprospecting: Analysis of biopiracy cases (Turmeric, Neem, Basmati, 

Ayahuasca) 

• The conflict between patent law and biodiversity: Disclosure of origin requirements in 

patent applications 

• Defensive Protection: Documentation of TK; The Traditional Knowledge Digital Library 

(TKDL) – structure, purpose, and impact on patent examination; Digital defensive 

protection mechanisms, People’s Biodiversity Registers (PBR). 
 

UNIT III: Plant Varieties and Rights of Stakeholders 

 

• UPOV and TRIPS: The UPOV Conventions (1978 and 1991); 

• TRIPS Article 27.3(b) regarding protection of plant varieties 

• The choice between Patent protection and Sui Generis systems 

 

(6 Lectures) 

• Protection of Plant Varieties & Farmers' Rights (PPV&FR) Act: Registration criteria 

(NDUS – Novelty, Distinctiveness, Uniformity, Stability) Institutional framework 

(PPV&FR Authority) 

• Rights in Conflict: Breeder’s Rights (Production, sale, marketing) vs. Farmer’s Rights 

(Save, use, sow, resow, exchange, share, sell produce including seed); The concept of 

Researcher’s Rights. 

UNIT IV: Geographical Indications (GIs) 

(6 Lectures) 

• Concept of GIs in International Law: Definition and scope, The Lisbon Agreement; TRIPS 

provisions on GIs 

• Distinction between GIs, Trademarks, and Collective Marks 

• Registration and Protection: Criteria for registration, The link between product 

quality/reputation and geographical origin; Homonymous GIs 

• Protection against passing off and unfair competition; GIs as TK Protection: 

• GIs for agricultural and non-agricultural goods (handicrafts and textiles), Case studies of 

GIs in India, Challenges in quality control, E-commerce and digital branding of GIs. 



UNIT V: Contemporary Issues and Enforcement 

(6 Lectures) 

• Interface of IP and Human Rights: Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP); Customary 

Law and its recognition in modern legal systems 

• Sui Generis Systems: Model laws and national examples of specific TK legislation (e.g., 

Peru, Panama, Pacific islands) 

• Advantages and disadvantages of dedicated TK rights 

• Emerging Challenges: Protection of genetic resources in the high seas; Digital Sequence 

Information (DSI); Enforcement of rights across borders; Commercialization vs. 

Conservation. 

 

Bare Acts 

 

1. Biological Diversity Act, 2002 

2. Geneva Act of the Lisbon Agreement on Appellations of Origin and Geographical 

Indications 

3. Geographical Indications of Goods (Registration and Protection) Act, 1999 

4. Insecticides Act, 1968 

5. International Convention for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants 

6. Lisbon Agreement for the Protection of Appellations of Origin and their International 

Registration 
7. Seeds Act, 1966 

8. Protection of Plant Varieties and Farmers’ Rights Act, 2001 

9. WIPO Treaty on Intellectual Property, Genetic Resources and Associated Traditional 

Knowledge 

 

Reference Materials 

 

1. Anindya Bhukta, Legal Protection for Traditional Knowledge: Towards A New Law for 

Indigenous Intellectual Property, Emerald Publishing (ISBN - 9781800430631) 

2. Dev Gangjee, Relocating the Law of Geographical Indications. of Cambridge Intellectual 

Property and Information Law. Cambridge (ISBN - 978-0521192026) 

3. Elizabeth Verkey, Law of Plant Varieties Protection, EBC (ISBN - 9788170129621) 

4. Jack Ralph Kloppenburg Jr., First the Seed: The Political Economy of Plant Biotechnology, 

UW Press, (ISBN - 9780299192440) 

5. Michael Halewood, Farmers' Crop Varieties and Farmers' Rights: Challenges in Taxonomy 

and Law, Routledge, (ISBN - 9781844078912) 

6. Almendra Cremaschi and Patrick Van Zwanenberg, Bioleft: Open-Source Seeds for Low- 

Input Farming Systems, 2(1) Journal of Fair Trade, 39–43 2(2020) 

7. Anmol Patel, “Bottom-up Law-Making: A Critical Legal Pluralist’s View of a Soft Legal 

Instrument for the Governance of Traditional Cultural Expressions.” Intellectual Property 

Futures: Exploring the Global Landscape of IP Law and Policy, edited by Graham J. 

Reynolds et al., DGO-Digital original, University of Ottawa Press, 2025, pp. 203–34 

8. Anshu Pratap Singh, and Padmavati Manchikanti, and Hardeep Singh Chawla, Sui Generis 

IPR Laws vis-à-vis Farmers’ Rights in Some Asian Countries: Implications Under the WTO, 

16 Journal of Intellectual Property Rights, 107-116 (2011) 

9. B. M. Prasanna, et al., Varieties of Common Knowledge' in the Context of Plant Variety 

Protection, 95 (11) Current Science, 1522–1524 (2008) 

10. B.B. Mohanty, Farmer Suicides in India: Durkheim's Types, 48(21) Economic and Political 

Weekly, 45–54 (2013) 



11. Bradford S. Simon, “Intellectual Property and Traditional Knowledge: A Psychological 

Approach to Conflicting Claims of Creativity in International Law.” Berkeley Technology 

Law Journal, vol. 20, no. 4, 2005, pp. 1613–84. 

12. C. Niranjan Rao. “Geographical Indications in Indian Context: A Case Study of Darjeeling 

Tea.” Economic and Political Weekly, vol. 40, no. 42, 2005, pp. 4545–50. 

13. Charles Lawson, Plant Breeder's Rights and Essentially Derived Varieties: Still Searching 

for Workable Solutions 32 European Intellectual Property Review 499 – 512 (2016) 

14. Chidi Oguamanam, Intellectual Property Rights in Plant Genetic Resources: Farmers' 

Rights and Food Security of Indigenous and Local Communities 11 Drake Journal of 

Agricultural Law, 273-305 (2006) 

15. Chidi Oguamanam, “Patents and Traditional Medicine: Digital Capture, Creative Legal 

Interventions, and the Dialectics of Knowledge Transformation.” Indiana Journal of Global 

Legal Studies, vol. 15, no. 2, 2008, pp. 489–528. 

16. Christoph Anton, Article 27(3)(B) TRIPS and Plant Variety Protection in Developing 

Countries, Hanns Ullrich, Reto M. Hilty, Matthias Lamping and Josef Drexl (eds.), TRIPS 

plus 20: From Trade Rules to Market Principles, Springer, 45 – 76 (2016) 

17. Christoph Antons, “Asian Borderlands and the Legal Protection of Traditional Knowledge 

and Traditional Cultural Expressions.” Modern Asian Studies 47, no. 4 (2013): 1403–33 

18. Christoph B. Graber, and Jessica C. Lai. “Indigenous Cultural Heritage and Fair Trade: 

Voluntary Certification Standards in the Light of WIPO and WTO Law and Policy-Making.” 

Indigenous Peoples’ Innovation: Intellectual Property Pathways to Development, edited by 

Peter Drahos and Susy Frankel, ANU Press, 2012, pp. 95–120 

19. Daniel Gervais, “Traditional Innovation and the Ongoing Debate on the Protection of 

Geographical Indications.” Indigenous Peoples’ Innovation: Intellectual Property Pathways 

to Development, edited by Peter Drahos and Susy Frankel, ANU Press, 2012, pp. 121–46 

20. Daphne Zografos Johnsson, “The Branding of Traditional Cultural Expressions: To Whose 

Benefit?” Indigenous Peoples’ Innovation: Intellectual Property Pathways to Development, 

edited by Peter Drahos and Susy Frankel, ANU Press, 2012, pp. 147–64 

21. Elisa Morgera, et al. “Fair and Equitable Benefit-Sharing.” Unraveling the Nagoya 

Protocol: A Commentary on the Nagoya Protocol on Access and Benefit-Sharing to the 

Convention on Biological Diversity, Brill, 2015, pp. 110–35. 

22. Enrica Senini, Farm Saved Seeds: A Right to Use or a Right Abused?, 13(2) European Food 

and Feed Law Review, 116–124 (2018) 

23. Enrico Bonadio, Crop Breeding and Intellectual Property in the Global Village. 29 (5) 

European Intellectual Property Review, 32 - 54(2007) 

24. Florian Rabitz, Access without Benefit-Sharing: Design, Effectiveness and Reform of the 

FAO Seed Treaty, International Journal of the Commons, 621–640 (2017) 

25. James Ming Chen, Diversity and Deadlock: Transcending Conventional Wisdom on the 

Relationship between Biological Diversity and Intellectual Property, 31 (10) Environmental 

Law Reporter, 625 – 53 (2001) 

26. Jennifer Mosquera, Corn, Cows, And Cash: How Farming Subsidies Work and What They 

Could Potentially Achieve, 34(1) Journal of Land Use & Environmental Law, 191–210 

(2018) 

27. Jeongwook Suh and Alan MacPherson. “The Impact of Geographical Indication on the 

Revitalisation of a Regional Economy: A Case Study of ‘Boseong’ Green Tea.” Area, vol. 

39, no. 4, 2007, pp. 518–27. 

28. John Minode’e Petoskey, International Traditional Knowledge Protection and Indigenous 

Self Determination, The Indigenous Peoples' Journal of Law, Culture, & Resistance, Vol. 6 

(2020), pp. 117-138 



29. K. V. Praveen, Indian Fertilizer Policies: Revisiting the Odyssey and Lessons from Abroad, 

113(7) Current Science, 1246–1254 (2017) 

30. Letitia M. McCune, “The Protection of Indigenous Peoples’ Seed Rights during 

Ethnobotanical Research.” Ethnobiology Letters, vol. 9, no. 1, 2018, pp. 67–75. 

31. Madhavi Sunder, “The Invention of Traditional Knowledge.” Law and Contemporary 

Problems, vol. 70, no. 2, 2007, pp. 97–124 

32. Marcelo Dias Varella, Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit Sharing: Main Aspect of 

Some Legal Frameworks, A. Usha (ed.), Plant Varieties and Farmers' Rights, ICFAI 

University Press, 218-244 (2007) 

33. Marcelo Dias Varella, Intellectual Property and Agriculture: The Case on Soybeans and 

Monsanto 16(2) Journal of Technology Law & Policy, 64 - 78(2013) 

34. Matthew Rimmer, Blame it on Rio: Biodiscovery, Native Title, and Traditional Knowledge, 

7 Southern Cross University Law Review, 1-49, (2003) 

35. Matthew Rimmer, Climate-Ready Crops: Intellectual Property, Agriculture, and Climate 

Change, Matthew Rimmer, Alison McLennan (eds.), Intellectual Property and Emerging 

Technologies: The New Biology, Edward Elgar Publishing, 320-360 (2012) 

36. Michael Dodson, and Olivia Barr. “Breaking The Deadlock: Developing an Indigenous 

Response to Protecting Indigenous Traditional Knowledge.” Australian Indigenous Law 

Review, vol. 11, no. 2, 2007, pp. 19–32 

37. Miranda Forsyth, How Can Traditional Knowledge Best Be Regulated? Comparing a 

Proprietary Rights Approach with a Regulatory Toolbox Approach, The Contemporary 

Pacific, Vol. 25, No. 1 (2013), pp. 1-31 

38. Molly Torsen, “‘Anonymous, Untitled, Mixed Media’: Mixing Intellectual Property Law 

with Other Legal Philosophies to Protect Traditional Cultural Expressions.” The American 

Journal of Comparative Law, vol. 54, no. 1, 2006, pp. 173–98. 

39. Natalie P. Stoianoff and Evana Wright. “Fair Use and Traditional Cultural Expressions.” 

Making Copyright Work for the Asian Pacific: Juxtaposing Harmonisation with Flexibility, 

edited by SUSAN CORBETT and JESSICA C LAI, ANU Press, 2018, pp. 75–94 

40. Nehaluddin Ahmad, et al., Corporate Plant Breeders and Indigenous Farmers’ Rights: 

Linnaeus Overrides the F.A.O., 13(5) European Food and Feed Law Review, 437–451 

(2018) 

41. P. K. Shetty, Socio-Ecological Implications of Pesticide Use in India, 39(49) Economic and 

Political Weekly, 5261–5267 (2004) 

42. Parameswaran Prajeesh, Farmers' Rights to Seeds: Issues in the Indian Law, 50(12) 

Economic and Political Weekly, 16–18 (2015) 

43. Peter Drahos and Susy Frankel. “Indigenous Peoples’ Innovation and Intellectual Property: 

The Issues.” Indigenous Peoples’ Innovation: Intellectual Property Pathways to 

Development, edited by Peter Drahos and Susy Frankel, ANU Press, 2012, pp. 1–28. 

44. Prabhash Ranjan, Recent Developments in India’s Plant Variety Protection, Seed Regulation 

and Linkages with UPOV’s Proposed Membership, 12(3) Journal of World Intellectual 

Property, 219-243 (2009) 

45. Priya  Dahiya,  The  World  Trade  Organization’s  Agreement On Agriculture: 

Issues And Challenges For India, 23(3) World Affairs: The Journal of International Issues, 

44–57 (2019) 

46. Sangeet et. Al., Agriculture for Sustainable Development in India (2013). 6(11) OIDA 

International Journal of Sustainable Development, 27-36 (2013) 

47. Shona Hawkes and Jagjit Kaur Plahe, Worlds Apart: The WTO's Agreement on Agriculture 

and the Right to Food in Developing Countries, 34(1) International Political Science 

Review, 21–38 (2013) 



48. Srividhya Ragavan and Jamie Mayer, Has India Addressed Its Farmers' Woes? A Story of 

Plant Protection Issues, 20(97) Georgetown International Environmental Law Review, 134- 

163 (2007) 

49. V. K. Ahuja, “Protection of Geographical Indications: 

National And International Perspective.” Journal of the Indian Law Institute, vol. 46, no. 2, 

2004, pp. 269–87. 

50. V. R. Gadwal, The Indian Seed Industry: Its History, Current Status and Future, 84(3) 

Current Science, 399–406 (2003) 

51. Yves van Couter and Florence d’Ath. “Protecting the Origin of Foodstuffs in the European 

Union: Indications of Origin and Trademarks as Intellectual Property Tools.” European 

Food and Feed Law Review, vol. 11, no. 4, 2016, pp. 290–308 

 

Relevant Cases 

 

1. Animal Welfare Board of India v. A. Nagaraja (2014) 7 SCC 547 

2. Asgrow Seed Co. v. Winterboer 513 U.S. 179 (1995) 

3. Association for Molecular Pathology v. Myriad Genetics (2013) 569 U.S. 576 (USA) – 

4. Bayer Corporation v. Union of India (2014) Bom HC 

5. Bowman v. Monsanto 569 U.S. 278 (2013) 

6. Bulun Bulun v. R & T Textiles Pty Ltd (1998) FCA 1082 (Australia) 

7. Comite Interprofessionnel du Vin de Champagne v. Chinar Agro Fruit Products (2011) 

Delhi HC 

8. Comite Interprofessionnel du Vin de Champagne v. Wineworths Group Ltd (1991) 2 NZLR 

432 (New Zealand) 

9. Consorzio del Prosciutto di Parma v. Asda Stores Ltd (2003) UKHL 7 (UK) – 

10. Dabur India Ltd. v. Real Forest (2000) 

11. Diamond v. Chakrabarty (1980) 447 U.S. 303 (USA) 

12. Divya Pharmacy v. Union of India (2018) SCC Online Utt 1035 

13. Divya Pharmacy v. Union of India 2018 SCC 1035 

14. Foster v. Mountford (1976) 14 ALR 71 (Australia) 

15. Gravel & Sand Mining Pvt. Ltd. v. Union of India (2019) 

16. Harvard College v. Canada (Commissioner of Patents) (2002) 4 SCR 45 (Canada) 

17. Institute for Inner Studies v. Charlotte Anderson (2014) Delhi HC 

18. JEM AG Supply v. Pioneer Hi-Bred International 534 U.S. 124 (2001) 

19. Khadi & Village Industries Commission v. Raman Gupta (2022) Delhi HC 

20. Mabo v. Queensland (No. 2) (1992) 175 CLR 1 (Australia) 

21. Macchu Pisco Inc. v. Minister of Foreign Trade (2005) (Peru) 

22. Maharashtra Hybrid Seed Co. v. Union of India (2015) 217 DLT 175 

23. Milpurrurru v. Indofurn Pty Ltd (1994) 54 FCR 240 (Australia) 

24. Monsanto Technology LLC v. Nuziveedu Seeds Ltd. (2019) SCC Online SC 24 

25. Monsanto v. Nuziveedu Seeds (2018) 74 PTC 12 

26. Mylan Laboratories Limited v. Union of India (2019) 80 PTC 374 

27. Navajo Nation v. Urban Outfitters, Inc. (2016) (USA) 

28. Novartis Ag v. Union of India (2013) 6 SCC 1. 

29. Nuziveedu Seeds v. Monsanto AIR 2019 SC 559 

30. PepsiCo India Holdings Pvt Ltd v. Bipin Patel (2019) (Commercial Court, Ahmedabad / 

PPV&FR Authority) 

31. Prabhat Agri Biotech v. Registrar of Plant Varieties 2016 SCC 6236 

32. Pramod KP v. State of Kerala 2016 SCC 18679 

33. Pro-Football, Inc. v. Harjo (1999/2009) (USA) 



34. Research Foundation for Science Technology and Ecology v. Union of India (2016) 14 SCC 

294 

35. RiceTec Inc. Patent Re-examination (2001) (USPTO) 

36. Scotch Whisky Association v. Pravara Sahakar Shakar Karkhana Ltd. (1992) AIR Bom 

294 

37. Shamnad Basheer v. Union of India (2015) 

38. Subhash Chandra v. State of U.P. (2000) 

39. Tea Board, India v. ITC Limited (2019) Cal HC 

40. Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams v. Controller of Patents (GI Application No. 121) 

41. University of Hawaii v. Halm (2000) (USA) 

42. Vandana Shiva v. Union of India (1995) 32 DRJ 447 

43. W.R. Grace & Co. v. India (2005) (EPO) 

44. Yumbulul v. Reserve Bank of Australia (1991) 21 IPR 481 (Australia) 

 

Assessment Scheme 

 

Components Internal Assessment Mid Term Exam End Term 

Exam 

Total 

Weightage (%) 25% 25% 50% 100% 



Name of Program LL.M. 

New Code Ethics and Governance of Artificial 

Intelligence 

L T P C 

Owning School/Department School of Law 2 0 0 2 

Pre-requisites/Exposure Tools and Techniques used in AI and Introductory 

knowledge of formal methods. 

 

Course Summary 

 

The Course aims to give the students fair understanding of ethical and legal principles in AI. 

We will analyse existing principles, asking whether they may be suitable to regulate AI or 

whether it is necessary to develop new ones. Further, the course aims at introducing and 

discussing some of the main current problems and approaches to the ethics and law of artificial 

intelligence, including, for example, problems of definition of AI techniques in legal texts, 

actual and projected uses of AI in the civil and criminal domain, the proposed EU AI regulation, 

the control and alignment problems, normative uncertainty and normative risk, and the human 

compatible approach. One part of course will be devoted to some of the main ethical issues 

raised by artificial intelligence, among which are the problem of the incorporation of biases by 

artificial intelligence, and the questions of the moral status and moral responsibility of AI. At 

the end of the course, students will have legal and interdisciplinary skills that can guide them 

in carrying out their professional activity in a human-centered way. The course would be taught 

to encourage critical thinking and enable them to become better and happier professionals 

enabling employability and skill development. 

Course Outcomes (COs) 

 

By the end of this course, students shall be able to: 

CO1: Understand the importance of a plural debate and interdisciplinary approach in the study 

of AI. 

CO2: Apply the main ethical and legal principles of AI, the sources of AI in some relevant areas 

of justice. 

CO3: Analyse the potential and risks of an increasingly widespread and autonomous use of AI. 

CO4: Evaluate the acquired skills to analyse and understand the ethical dilemmas and legal 

problems related to the use of AI. 

CO5: Participate actively in working groups and discussions on law and ethics of AI. 

 

CO-PO Mapping 

 

CO PO1 PO2 PO3 PO4 PO5 

CO1 3 - 2 - - 

CO2 - 3 - 3 - 

CO3 2 - - 3  

CO4 - 3 - - 3 

CO5 - 2 3 - 2 

1=weakly related 2= moderately related 3=strongly related 



Course Contents 

 

Unit I: Foundations of AI and Ethics 

(6 Lectures) 

• Historical evolution of AI; rule-based systems, machine learning, deep learning, 

• Core concepts: data, algorithms, models, automation, autonomy, explainability 

• Global Partnership on Artificial Intelligence (GPAI) 

• Distinguishing ethics, compliance, and policy in technology governance. 
 

Unit II: Fairness, Bias and Discrimination 

• Justice Delivery System and Decision Making 

 

(6 Lectures) 

• Legal Drafting Automated Contracts, Criminal Law, Administrative Law, Labour Law, 

Competition Law, Health Law 

• Case studies: predictive policing, credit scoring, hiring algorithms, social-welfare targeting, 

• Mitigation strategies: data audits, impact assessments, inclusive design, human-in-the-loop, 

Explainable AI (XAI); transparency obligations and their limits. 

Unit III: Privacy, Surveillance and Data Governance 

(6 Lectures) 

• Data protection principles: consent, purpose limitation, minimisation, storage limitation, 

• Rights of data subjects and AI-enabled surveillance: facial recognition, tracking, profiling, 

behavioural advertising, Privacy by design and default 

• Anonymisation and its limits 

• Tensions between security, public health, innovation and individual rights 

 

Unit IV: Accountability, Transparency and Safety 

(6 Lectures) 

• Bias, Impact on Work and Employment, Surveillance and Privacy, Safety, reliability and 

robustness; 

• Risk assessment and red-teaming, Liability, 

• Redress and remedies for AI-related harm; professional and institutional accountability. 

Unit V: Governance, Regulation and Future Directions 

(6 Lectures) 

• Overview of global and national AI governance initiatives (soft law, standards, sectoral 

regulation) 

• Ethical guidelines from professional bodies, industry and civil-society organisations 

• Liability for harms caused by AI Tools – Criminal, Tortious and Contractual Liability, 

• Futures of AI and ethics: generative AI, autonomous systems, alignment debates and 

long-term risk 

• Role of interdisciplinary collaboration. 

Reference Materials 

 

1. Bateson, Nora. "Warm Data." Hacker Noon, [May 28, 2017]. 

https://hackernoon.com/warm-data9f0fcd2a828c. 

2. Benjamin, Ruha. Race After Technology: Abolitionist Tools for the New Jim Code. 

Medford, MA: Polity Press, 2019. 

https://hackernoon.com/warm-data9f0fcd2a828c


3. Birhane, Abeba. "Algorithmic Colonization of Africa." SCRIPTed 17, no. 2 (2020): 389. 

4. Bratton, Benjamin H. The Stack: On Software and Sovereignty. Cambridge, MA: MIT 

Press, 2015. 

5. Buolamwini, Joy and Timnit Gebru. “Gender Shades: Intersectional Accuracy Disparities 

in Commercial Gender Classification,” Proceedings of Machine Learning Research 81 

(2018): 77–91. 

6. Christian, Brian, and Tom Griffiths. Algorithms to Live By: The Computer Science of 

Human Decisions. New York: Henry Holt and Company, 2016. 

7. Comber, Rob, and Elina Eriksson. "Computing as Ecocide," in Proceedings of the Ninth 

Computing within Limits Conference 2023, Association for Computing Machinery 

(ACM), 2023. 

8. Costanza-Chock, Sasha. Design Justice: Community-led Practices to Build the Worlds We 

Need. Cambridge, MA: The MIT Press, 2020. 

9. Crawford, Kate, and Vladan Joler. "Anatomy of an AI System: The Amazon Echo As An 

Anatomical Map of Human Labor, Data, and Planetary Resources," AI Now Institute and 

Share Lab, September 7, 2018. 

10. Crawford, Kate. The Atlas of AI: Power, Politics, and the Planetary Costs of Artificial 

Intelligence. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2021. 

11. Dominica Harasimiuk and Tomasz Braun, Law of Emerging Technologies: Regulating 

Artificial Intelligence, Routledge Publications, 2021. 

12. Elish, Madeleine Clare. "Moral Crumple Zones: Cautionary Tales in Human-Robot 

Interaction." Engaging Science, Technology, and Society 5 (2019): 40-60. 

13. Eubanks, Virginia. Automating Inequality: How High-tech Tools Profile, Police, and 

Punish the Poor. First Edition. New York, NY: St. Martin's Press, 2018. 

14. Friedman, Batya, and David G. Henry. Value Sensitive Design: Shaping Technology with 

Moral Imagination. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 2019. 

15. Gal, Danit. "Perspectives and Approaches in AI Ethics: East Asia." In Markus D. Dubber, 

Frank Pasquale, and Sunit Das (eds). The Oxford Handbook of Ethics of AI. Oxford 

Academic, 2020. 

16. Joler, Vladan, and Matteo Pasquinelli. "The Nooscope Manifested: AI as Instrument of 

Knowledge Extractivism." AI & Society 36, no. 4 (2021): 1263–1280. 

17. Joque. Justin. Revolutionary Mathematics: Artificial Intelligence, Statistics, and the Logic 

of Capitalism. New York: Verso Books, 2022. 

18. Lee, Kai-Fu. AI Superpowers: China, Silicon Valley, and the New World Order. Boston: 

Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2018. 

19. Mosqueira-Rey, E., E. Hernández-Pereira, D. Alonso-Ríos, et al. "Human-in-the-Loop 

Machine Learning: A State of the Art." Artificial Intelligence Review 56 (2023): 3005– 

3054. 

20. Natale, Simone. Deceitful Media: Artificial Intelligence and Social Life After the Turing 

Test. New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 2021. 

21. Nissenbaum. Helen Fay. Privacy in Context: Technology, Policy, and the Integrity of 

Social Life. Stanford, CA: Stanford Law Books, 2010. 

22. Noble, Safiya Umoja. Algorithms of Oppression: How Search Engines Reinforce Racism. 

New York, NY: NYU Press, 2018. 

23. O'Neil, Cathy. Weapons of Math Destruction: How Big Data Increases Inequality and 

Threatens Democracy. New York, NY: Crown, 2016. 

24. Pasquale, Frank. The Black Box Society: The Secret Algorithms That Control Money and 

Information. Cambridge, MA; London, England: Harvard University Press, 2015. 

25. Rushkoff, Douglas. Team Human. New York, NY: W.W. Norton & Company, Inc., 2019. 



26. Scharre, Paul. Army of None: Autonomous Weapons and the Future of War. New York, 

NY: W.W. Norton, 2019. 

27. Seaver, Nick. "Algorithms as Culture: Some Tactics for the Ethnography of Algorithmic 

Systems." Big Data & Society 4, no. 2 (2017). 222ndReport of the Law Commission of 

India on NEED FOR JUSTICE-DISPENSATION THROUGH ADR, etc. (2009) 

28. Solomon, L., and C. Baio. "An Argument for an Ecosystemic AI: Articulating Connections 

across Prehuman and Posthuman Intelligences," International Journal of Communication, 

Wellbeing and Behaviour 3 (2020): 559–584. 

29. Uliasz, Rebecca. “Seeing Like an Algorithm: Operative Images and Emergent Subjects,” 

AI & Society 36 (2021): 1233–1241. 

30. Zuboff, Shoshana. The Age of Surveillance Capitalism: The Fight for a Human Future at 

the New Frontier of Power. New York, NY: PublicAffairs, 2019. 

 

Relevant Cases 

 

1. Arijit Singh v. Codible Ventures LLP, Bombay High Court (2024, interim) 

2. Delhi High Court order on fake AI-generated citations (2025) 

3. Kerala High Court Policy on Use of AI Tools in District Judiciary (2025) 

4. Raghav Artificial Intelligence v. Union of India, Delhi High Court (2024; SC clarification 

2025) 

5. Supreme Court AI White Paper and internal AI policies (2024–25) 

 

Assessment Scheme 

 

Components Internal Assessment Mid Term Exam End Term 

Exam 

Total 

Weightage (%) 25% 25% 50% 100% 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL LAW, ENERGY AND CLIMATE JUSTICE 



Name of Program LL.M. 

NEW CODE Environmental Law and Sustainable 

Development 

L T P C 

Owning 

School/Department 

School of Law 2 0 0 2 

Pre-requisites/Exposure Constitutional Law and Sustainable Development Goals 

 

Course Summary 

 

This course critically examines the relationship between environmental law and sustainable 

development, with reference to the United Nations 2030 Agenda and relevant SDGs, 

particularly SDGs 6, 7, and 11–15. It explores key environmental principles, international legal 

frameworks, national legislation, and judicial decisions relating to climate change, biodiversity, 

water, energy, cities, forests, and ecosystems. The course also analyses implementation 

challenges, environmental rule of law, institutional enforcement, climate justice, and 

environmental democracy. Through comparative and interdisciplinary perspectives, students 

will develop skills in legal analysis, policy critique, problem-solving, and advocacy, enabling 

them to contribute effectively to sustainable environmental governance while enhancing 

employability and professional competence. 

 

Course Outcomes (COs) 

By the end of this course, students shall be able to: 

CO1: Analyse the theoretical foundations, evolution, and key principles of environmental law, 

including sustainable development, precautionary principle, polluter pays, intergenerational 

equity, and public trust doctrine. 

CO2: Evaluate the legal significance of the United Nations 2030 Agenda and environment- 

related SDGs in shaping international, national, and comparative environmental governance. 

CO3: Critically examine Indian constitutional provisions, statutory frameworks, judicial 

decisions, and institutional mechanisms for environmental protection and sustainable 

development. 

CO4: Assess compliance, monitoring, enforcement, liability, and accountability mechanisms 

under environmental law, including the role of regulatory authorities, courts, and tribunals. 

CO5: Develop legally reasoned recommendations for strengthening environmental justice, 

environmental democracy, access to remedies, and policy reforms for sustainable 

environmental governance. 

 

CO-PO/PSO Mapping 

 

 PO1 PO2 PO3 PO4 PO5 

CO1 3 2 1 – 3 

CO2 2 3 2 2 1 

CO3 2 2 3 1 2 

CO4 1 2 2 3 3 

CO5 1 3 2 3 3 

1=Weakly Related 2= Moderately Related 3=Strongly Related 



Course Contents 
 

Unit I: Theoretical Foundations and Principles of Environmental Law 

• Evolution, Scope and Philosophy of Environmental Law 

• Legal Principles Governing Environmental Protection 

• Ethical and Constitutional Foundations of Environmental Governance 

Unit II: Environmental Dimensions of Sustainable Development Goals 

• United Nations 2030 Agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals 

• Environmental Focus of SDGs 6, 7, and 11–15 

• SDG Implementation, Development Planning, and Governance Challenges 

 

Unit III: Comparative Legal Frameworks 

 

• Indian Statutory Framework for Environmental Protection 

• Judicial Development of Environmental Rights in India 

• International and Comparative Environmental Regulation 

Unit IV: Environmental Rule of Law 

 

• Regulatory Institutions, Compliance and Administrative Control 

• Environmental Impact Assessment, Monitoring and Reporting Duties 

• Liability, Enforcement and Accountability Mechanisms 

Unit V: Environmental Justice and Emerging Legal Debates 

 

(6 Lectures) 

 

 

 

 

 

(6 Lectures) 

 

 

 

 

 

(6 Lectures) 

 

 

 

 

 

(6 Lectures) 

 

 

 

 

 

(6 Lectures) 

• Environmental Justice, Remedies and Protection of Vulnerable Communities 

• Environmental Democracy and Human Rights-Based Approaches 

• Emerging Jurisprudence and Transformative Environmental Advocacy 

Bare Acts 

 

1. The Indian Forest Act, 1927 

2. The Factories Act (selected provisions related to environmental safety), 1948 

3. The Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 

4. The Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974 

5. The Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 

6. The Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981 

7. The Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 

8. The Public Liability Insurance Act, 1991 

9. The Biological Diversity Act, 2002 

10. The National Green Tribunal Act, 2010 

11. The Compensatory Afforestation Fund Act, 2016 

12. The EIA Notification (Draft), 2020 



International Conventions & Instruments 

 

1. Stockholm Declaration on the Human Environment, 1972 

2. United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), 1982 

3. Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer, 1985 

4. Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer, 1987 

5. Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and 

their Disposal, 1989 

6. UN Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), 1992 

7. United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), 1992 

8. Rio Declaration on Environment and Development (Earth Summit), 1992 

9. Forest Principles (Non-Legally Binding Instrument on Forests), 1992 

10. Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD), 1994 

11. Kyoto Protocol to the UNFCCC, 1997 

12. Rotterdam Convention on Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous 

Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade, 1998 

13. Aarhus Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation and Access to Justice in 

Environmental Matters, 1998 

14. Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety to the CBD, 2000 

15. Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants, 2001 

16. Johannesburg Declaration on Sustainable Development (WSSD), 2002 

17. Paris Agreement under the UNFCCC, 2015 

18. 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (including the SDGs), 2015 

19. Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, 2015 

 

Reference Materials 

 

1. Philippe Sands and Jacqueline Peel (2018), Principles of International Environmental Law, 

Cambridge University Press 

2. Bridget Lewis (2025), Environmental Rights for Future Generations, Cambridge 

University Press 

3. Dr P.S. Jaswal (2024), Environmental Law, Allahabad Law Agency. 

4. SC Shastri, (2025), Environmental Law, Eastern Book Company. 

5. P Leelakrishnan (2025), Environmental Law in India, 7th Edition 2025, Bharat Law House 

6. Boyle, Alan, and Catherine Redgwell, Birnie, Boyle, and Redgwell (2021) International 

Law and the Environment, 4th edn Oxford Law Pro, 

7. Divan, Shyam, and Armin Rosencranz (2022). Environmental Law and Policy in India: 

Cases and Materials, 3rd edn, Oxford Academic 

8. Boyle, Alan & Anderson, Michael (1996), Human Rights Approaches to Environmental 

Protection. Oxford University Press, 

9. Donald K. Anton and Dinah L. Shelton (2011), Environmental Protection and Human 

Rights, Cambridge University Press 

 

Assessment Scheme 

 

Components Internal Assessment Mid Term Exam End Exam Total 

Weightage (%) 25% 25% 50% 100% 



Name of Program LL.M. 

NEW CODE Climate Justice: Equity and Sustainability L T P C 

Owning 

School/Department 

School of Law 2 0 0 2 

Pre-requisites/Exposure Constitutional Law and Environmental Law 

 

Course Summary 

 

This course examines climate justice as a legal and ethical framework for addressing unequal 

climate burdens across communities and generations. It explores equity, sustainability, 

historical responsibility, common but differentiated responsibilities, just transition, climate 

finance, loss and damage, community resilience, and rights-based climate action. The course 

also studies international climate commitments, national responses, climate litigation, youth 

activism, indigenous knowledge, and the impact of climate change on vulnerable groups. It 

develops students’ skills in legal reasoning, policy analysis, advocacy, negotiation, and ethical 

decision-making, preparing them for careers in law, policy, research, advocacy, and climate 

governance while promoting socially responsible professional growth. 

 

Course Outcomes (COs) 

 

By the end of this course, students shall be able to: 

CO1: Analyse the ethical, philosophical, and legal foundations of climate justice, including 

distributive justice, procedural justice, corrective justice, historical responsibility, and climate 

equity. 

CO2: Evaluate the application of intergenerational equity, future-generation rights, and state 

responsibility in addressing long-term climate harm and sustainable climate governance. 

CO3: Critically examine the intersection of climate change with gender, caste, class, race, 

indigeneity, migration, labour, and other forms of vulnerability. 

CO4: Assess legal and policy mechanisms relating to just transition, climate finance, loss and 

damage, technology transfer, and equitable responsibility-sharing under global climate 

regimes. 

CO5: Develop rights-based, community-oriented, and policy-responsive legal approaches for 

advancing climate justice through litigation, youth-led action, indigenous knowledge, and 

resilience-building. 

 

CO-PO Mapping 

 

 PO1 PO2 PO3 PO4 PO5 

CO1 3 3 - 2 2 

CO2 3 3 3 2 - 

CO3 2 3 2 3 2 

CO4 2 3 3 3 3 

CO5 2 3 3 3 3 

1=weakly related 2= moderately related 3=strongly related 



Course Contents 
 

Unit I: Conceptual Foundations of Climate Justice 

• Climate Change as an Equity and Justice Concern 

• Theories of Justice in Climate Governance 

• Historical Responsibility and Global Burden-Sharing 

Unit II: Intergenerational Equity and Climate Change 

• Rights and Interests of Future Generations 

• State Responsibility for Long-Term Climate Harm 

• Sustainable Climate Governance and SDG 13 

 

Unit III: Climate Vulnerability and Intersectional Inequality 

 

• Climate Displacement and Human Mobility 

• Impact of Climate Change on Vulnerable Communities 

• Intersectionality and Adaptation Justice 

Unit IV: Just Transition, Climate Finance, and Global Responsibility 

 

• Just Transition and Protection of Livelihoods 

• Equitable International Climate Responsibility 

• Climate Finance, Loss and Damage, and Technology Transfer 

Unit V: Climate Litigation, Social Movements, and Community Resilience 

 

• Climate Litigation and Rights-Based Claims 

• Social Movements and Youth-Led Climate Action 

• Community Resilience and Participatory Climate Solutions 

Bare Acts 

 

(6 Lectures) 

 

 

 

 

 

(6 Lectures) 

 

 

 

 

 

(6 Lectures) 

 

 

 

 

 

(6 Lectures) 

 

 

 

 

 

(6 Lectures) 

 

1. The Constitution of India 

2. The Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 

3. The Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 

4. The Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 

5. The Biological Diversity Act, 2002 

6. The Public Liability Insurance Act, 1991 

7. The National Green Tribunal Act, 2010 

8. The Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) 

Act, 2006 

9. The Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993 

10. The Right to Information Act, 2005 

11. The Disaster Management Act, 2005 



International Conventions & Instruments 

 

1. Stockholm Declaration on the Human Environment, 1972 

2. United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), 1982 

3. United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), 1992 

4. Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, 1992 

5. Beijing Platform for Action (UN Women – Gender & Environment Chapter), 1995 

6. Kyoto Protocol, 1997 

7. UN Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), 2000 

8. ILO Guidelines for a Just Transition towards Environmentally Sustainable Economies and 

Societies for All, 2010 

9. Paris Agreement (Preamble and Article 4), 2015 

10. Glasgow Climate Pact, 2021 

11. Loss and Damage Fund Mechanisms under UNFCCC, ongoing 

12. Draft Ecocide Law (International Criminal Court proposal), emerging 

 

Reference Materials 

 

1. Sultana, F. (2022). Critical climate justice. The Geographical Journal, 188(1), 118–124. 

https://doi.org/10.1111/geoj.12417 

2. Newell, P., Srivastava, S., Naess, L. O., Torres Contreras, G. A., & Price, R. (2021). Toward 

transformative climate justice: An emerging research agenda. Wiley Interdisciplinary 

Reviews: Climate Change, 12(6), e733. https://doi.org/10.1002/wcc.733 

3. Fanning, A. L., & Hickel, J. (2023). Compensation for atmospheric appropriation. Nature 

Sustainability, 6, 1077–1086. https://doi.org/10.1038/s41893-023-01130-8 

4. Lewis, B. (2023). Human rights duties towards future generations and the potential for 

achieving climate justice. Netherlands Quarterly of Human Rights, 41(2), 79–98. 

5. Mayer, B. (2021). Climate change mitigation as an obligation under human rights treaties? 

American Journal of International Law, 115(3), 409–451. 

https://doi.org/10.1017/ajil.2021.9 

6. Hoffmann, R., Šedová, B., & Vinke, K. (2020). Improving the evidence base: A 

methodological review of the quantitative climate migration literature. Global 

Environmental Change, 61, 102062. 

7. Thomas, K., Hardy, R. D., Lazrus, H., Mendez, M., Orlove, B., Rivera-Collazo, I., Roberts, 

J. T., Rockman, M., Warner, B. P., & Winthrop, R. (2019). Explaining differential 

vulnerability to climate change: A social science review. Wiley Interdisciplinary Reviews: 

Climate Change, 10(2), e565. 

8. Eriksen, S., Schipper, E. L. F., Scoville-Simonds, M., Vincent, K., Adam, H. N., Brooks, 

N., Harding, B., Khatri, D., Lenaerts, L., Liverman, D., Mills-Novoa, M., Mosberg, M., 

Movik, S., Muok, B., Nightingale, A., Ojha, H., Sygna, L., Taylor, M., Vogel, C., & West, 

J. J. (2021). Adaptation interventions and their effect on vulnerability in developing 

countries: Help, hindrance or irrelevance? World Development, 141, 105383. 

9. Wang, X., & Lo, K. (2021). Just transition: A conceptual review. Energy Research & Social 

Science, 82, 102291. 

10. Rajamani, L., Jeffery, L., Höhne, N., Hans, F., Glass, A., Ganti, G., & Geiges, A. (2021). 

National ‘fair shares’ in reducing greenhouse gas emissions within the principled 

framework of international environmental law. Climate Policy, 21(8), 983–1004. 

11. Fanning, A. L., & Hickel, J. (2023). Compensation for atmospheric appropriation. Nature 

Sustainability, 6, 1077–1086. 

https://doi.org/10.1111/geoj.12417
https://doi.org/10.1002/wcc.733
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41893-023-01130-8
https://doi.org/10.1017/ajil.2021.9


12. Kevin R. Grey, Richard Tarasofsky, and Cinnamon P. Carlarne (ed.), (2016), The Oxford 

Handbook of International Climate Change Law, online edn, Oxford Academic. 

13. Mary Robinson (2019), Climate Justice (Hope, Resilience, and the Fight for a Sustainable 

Future), Bloomsbury Publishing. 

 

Assessment Scheme 

 

Components Internal Assessment Mid Term Exam End Exam Total 

Weightage (%) 25% 25% 50% 100% 



 

Name of Program LL.M. 

NEW CODE Law, Policy, and Governance of Non- 

Renewable Energy 

L T P C 

Owning 
School/Department 

School of Law 2 0 0 2 

Pre-requisites/Exposure Constitutional Law and Environmental Law 

 

Course Summary 

This course examines the legal and regulatory framework governing fossil fuel and nuclear 

energy sectors in India and the global context. It explores constitutional principles, mining and 

hydrocarbon regulation, environmental governance, energy security, and liability regimes 

relating to coal, petroleum, natural gas, and nuclear energy. The course also analyses 

environmental and social challenges arising from extractive industries, including displacement, 

pollution, and climate change. Further, it studies international climate governance through the 

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, Kyoto Protocol, and Paris 

Agreement, along with carbon markets, climate litigation, ESG obligations, and contemporary 

energy transition challenges. The course would be taught to encourage critical thinking and 

enable them to become better and happier professionals, and promoting employability. 

 

Course Outcomes 

By the end of the course, students will be able to: 

CO1. Explain the constitutional, legal, and policy framework governing fossil fuel and nuclear 

energy sectors in India. 

CO2. Analyse regulatory mechanisms relating to coal, petroleum, natural gas, and nuclear 

energy governance, including licensing, environmental regulation, and liability regimes. 

CO3. Evaluate the environmental, social, and climate-related challenges arising from 

extractive industries and energy infrastructure projects. 

CO4. Examine international climate governance frameworks, carbon regulation mechanisms, 

and global energy governance institutions in the context of climate change and sustainability. 

CO5. Critically assess contemporary issues relating to energy justice, environmental 

governance, climate accountability, and energy transition. 

 

CO-PO Mapping 

 

 PO1 PO2 PO3 PO4 PO5 

CO1 3 2 – – 3 

CO2 2 3 2 2 – 

CO3 2 2 3 – 2 

CO4 – 2 2 3 3 

CO5 – 3 2 3 3 

1=weakly related 2= moderately related 3=strongly related 

 

Course Content 

 

Unit I: Foundations of Fossil Fuel Energy Law and Environmental Governance 

(6 Lectures) 

• Fossil fuels, industrialisation, and economic development 

• Energy justice and environmental justice under Indian Constitutional framework 



• Concept and scope of fossil fuel energy law 

Unit II: Coal Law, Mining Governance, and Environmental Regulation 

(6 Lectures) 

• Coal sector regulation in India: Coal Mines (Nationalisation) Act, Commercial coal mining 

reforms, Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act, 1957 and Rules 

thereunder. 

• Environmental Concerns related to coal extraction: Forest clearance and land acquisition 

issues, Displacement, rehabilitation, and tribal rights, Illegal mining and environmental 

degradation 

• Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for mining projects 

• Judicial decisions relating to mining governance and environmental protection 

Unit III: Petroleum, Natural Gas 

(6 Lectures) 

• Legal framework governing petroleum and natural gas in India: Oilfields (Regulation and 

Development) Act, 1948, Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory Board Act, 2006, and allied 

petroleum laws 

• Licensing, exploration, production, transportation, and regulatory mechanisms in the 

hydrocarbon sector 

• Global petroleum governance and the role of Organization of the Petroleum Exporting 

Countries (OPEC) in international oil markets and energy security 

• Energy security, fossil fuel dependence, and transition challenges in the oil and gas sector 

Unit IV: Legal framework governing nuclear energy in India 

(6 Lectures) 

 

• Nuclear Energy Mission and proposed amendment to Atomic Energy Act, 1962 & Civil 

Liability for Nuclear Damage Act, 2010 

• Nuclear safety and radioactive waste management: Liability for industrial and nuclear 

accidents and environmental damage 

• Regulatory role of Atomic Energy Regulatory Board (AERB) and environmental 

governance in nuclear sector 

• International nuclear regulatory framework and liability conventions 

Unit V: Climate Governance, Carbon Regulation and Contemporary Challenges 

(6 Lectures) 

• International Climate Governance Framework: United Nations Framework Convention on 

Climate Change, Kyoto Protocol, and Paris Agreement 

• Carbon markets, emissions trading systems, and carbon tax 

• ESG obligations and corporate climate disclosures 

• Future challenges in fossil fuel regulation and carbon-intensive economies 

Bare Acts 

 

1. Atomic Energy Act, 1962 

2. Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage Act, 2010 

3. Coal Bearing Areas (Acquisition and Development) Act, 1957 

4. Coal Mines (Special Provisions) Act, 2015 Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 

5. Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act, 1957 



6. National Electricity Policy, 2005 

7. Oil Industry (Development) Act, 1974 

8. Oilfields (Regulation and Development) Act, 1948 

9. Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory Board Act, 2006 

10. Petroleum and Natural Gas Rules, 1959 

11. Tariff Policy, 2016 

12. The Constitution of India 

13. Coal Bearing Areas (Acquisition and Development) Act, 1957 

14. Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 

15. Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) 

Act, 2006 

16. Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act, 2013 

17. EIA Notification, 2006 

18. Essential Commodities Act, 1955 

19. Hydrocarbon Exploration and Licensing Policy (HELP) 

20. Open Acreage Licensing Policy (OALP) 

21. New Exploration Licensing Policy (NELP) 

 

International Conventions 

 

1. United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 

2. Kyoto Protocol 

3. Paris Agreement 

4. Stockholm Declaration 

5. Rio Declaration on Environment and Development 

6. Convention on Nuclear Safety 

7. Vienna Convention on Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage 

8. Convention on Supplementary Compensation for Nuclear Damage 

9. International Atomic Energy Agency safeguards and safety standards 

 

Case Laws 

1. Centre for Public Interest Litigation v. Union of India, (2012) 3 SCC 1. 

2. Charan Lal Sahu v. Union of India, (1990) 1 SCC 613. 

3. G. Sundarrajan v. Union of India, (2013) 6 SCC 620. 

4. Goa Foundation v. Union of India, (2014) 6 SCC 590. 

5. Indian Council for Enviro-Legal Action v. Union of India, (1996) 3 SCC 212. 

6. M.C. Mehta v. Union of India, (1987) 1 SCC 395. 

7. M.K. Ranjitsinh v. Union of India, (2021) SCC OnLine SC 326. 

8. Manohar Lal Sharma v. Principal Secretary, (2014) 9 SCC 516. 

9. Reliance Natural Resources Ltd. v. Reliance Industries Ltd., (2010) 7 SCC 1. 

10. Samatha v. State of Andhra Pradesh, (1997) 8 SCC 191. 

11. Subhash Kumar v. State of Bihar, (1991) 1 SCC 598. 

12. T.N. Godavarman Thirumulpad v. Union of India, (1997) 2 SCC 267. 

13. Union Carbide Corporation v. Union of India, (1991) 4 SCC 584. 

14. Vellore Citizens Welfare Forum v. Union of India, (1996) 5 SCC 647. 

 

Suggested Readings 

1. Energy Law in India by Mohammad Naseem 



2. Environmental and Energy Law by Karen Makuch and Ricardo Pereira 

3. Indian Petroleum & Natural Gas Law by Anirudh Debnath 

4. Benjamin Sovacool, “The Political Economy of Energy Poverty”, Energy for Sustainable 

Development (Sep 2012) 

5. Baxi, Upendra, “Environmental Ethics and Climate Change Denialism in Neo-liberal 

Times”, EPW (April, 2023) 

 

Assessment Scheme 

 

Components Internal Assessment Mid Term Exam End Exam Total 

Weightage (%) 25% 25% 50% 100% 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/energy-for-sustainable-development
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/energy-for-sustainable-development
https://www.epw.in/engage/article/environmental-ethics-and-climate-change-denialism-0
https://www.epw.in/engage/article/environmental-ethics-and-climate-change-denialism-0


Name of Program LL.M. 

NEW CODE Climate Action Plan and Biodiversity Laws L T P C 

Owning 
School/Department 

School of Law 2 0 0 2 

Pre-requisites/Exposure Constitutional Law and Environmental Law 

 

Course Summary 

 

This course critically examines the legal regimes governing biodiversity in the context of 

escalating climate change. Beginning with foundational international treaties such as the 

Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), the Nagoya Protocol, and CITES, the course 

explores how biodiversity is framed as a legal and ethical global good. It then engages with 

habitat-specific protections for forests, wetlands, and marine ecosystems, integrating concepts 

like ecological zoning and juridical ecosystem valuation. The course further investigates 

climate-induced biodiversity loss and the adaptive legal tools emerging in response, including 

gene banking, habitat restoration, and climate-sensitive jurisprudence. Finally, it offers an in- 

depth study of India’s Biological Diversity Act and global comparative practices, encouraging 

critical thinking on federalism, participatory governance, and legal innovation. Designed for 

students aspiring toward careers in environmental law, policy, advocacy, or academia, the 

course blends theory and practice to foster legally literate and ecologically conscious 

professionals. The course would be taught to encourage critical thinking and enable them to 

become better and happier professionals, enabling employability and skill development. 

 

Course Outcomes (COs) 

 

By the end of this course, students shall be able to: 

CO1: Understand the objectives and legal frameworks of key international biodiversity treaties 

such as the CBD, CITES, and Nagoya Protocol. 

CO2: Apply national and international biodiversity laws to assess legal protections for forests, 

wetlands, and marine ecosystems in climate-affected contexts. 

CO3: Analyze the relationship between climate change and biodiversity. 

CO4: Evaluate the effectiveness of legal responses to climate-induced biodiversity loss through 

case law, policy instruments, and ecological jurisprudence. 

CO5: Compose legal strategies that align biodiversity governance in India with global best 

practices, indigenous rights, and climate resilience. 

 

CO-PO Mapping 

 

 PO1 PO2 PO3 PO4 PO5 

CO1 3 2 1 – - 

CO2 2 - 2 - 2 

CO3 - 2 - 2 2 

CO4 1 2 - 3 - 

CO5 - - 2 3 3 

1=weakly related 2= moderately related 3=strongly related 



Course Contents 

 

Unit I: Climate Change Governance & Legal Framework 

(6 Lectures) 

• UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and Kyoto Protocol 

(Mandatory targets) 

• Paris Agreement (NDCs), Precautionary Principle, and Intergenerational Equity 

• Common but Differentiated Responsibilities and Respective Capabilities (CBDR- RC) 
 

Unit II: National Climate Action Plans 

• Strategic Dichotomy: Mitigation vs. Adaptation Jurisprudence 

 

(6 Lectures) 

• India’s National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC): Analysis of the 8 National 

Missions (Solar, Water, Green India, ) 

• Decentralized climate governance and local implementation 

 

Unit III: Biodiversity: International Legal Regime 

(6 Lectures) 

• Philosophical foundation of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) 

• The Regulatory Architecture: Specialised Protocols - The Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety 

and The Nagoya Protocol on Access and Benefit-Sharing (ABS) 

• The Modern Roadmap: Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF) 

Unit IV: Domestic Biodiversity Conservation Regime 

(6 Lectures) 

• Integration of International Law in India with respect to The Biological Diversity Act, 2002 

• The Two-Tier Institutional Architecture: Role of the National Biodiversity Authority 

(NBA) and State Boards 

• Decentralized Governance & Grassroots Documentation: Biodiversity Management 

Committees (BMCs) and Peoples’ Biodiversity Registers (PBR) 

Unit V: Intersection between Climate change and Biodiversity 

(6 Lectures) 

• REDD+ Mechanisms: Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation 

• Climate Migrants and Biodiversity: Legal protection for displaced populations and habitat 

loss 

• Nature as personhood: Legal personhood for rivers, forests, and ecosystems – Global trends 

and Indian judicial precedents 

Bare Acts 

1. Biological Diversity Act, 2002 

2. Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) 

Act, 2006 

3. Wetlands (Conservation and Management) Rules, 2017 

4. Forest (Conservation) Rules (including Compensatory Afforestation Rules), revised 2022 

5. EIA Notification, 2006 

6. National Green Tribunal Act, 2010 



International Conventions & Instruments 

 

1. Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora 

(CITES), 1973 

2. Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), 1992 

3. United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) (relevant for 

climate-biodiversity linkage), 1992 

4. Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety (under CBD), 2000 

5. International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (ITPGRFA), 

2001 

6. Nagoya Protocol on Access and Benefit Sharing (under CBD), 2010 

7. Paris Agreement (climate-biodiversity interface), 2015 

8. Global Biodiversity Framework (Kunming-Montreal Framework), 2022 

9. Agreement on Biodiversity Beyond National Jurisdiction (BBNJ Treaty), 2023 

10. WTO TRIPS Agreement (IPR and genetic resources), 1994 

11. WIPO Intergovernmental Committee on Genetic Resources, Traditional Knowledge and 

Folklore, ongoing since the 2000s 

 

Reference Materials 

 

1. Shalinder Kaur, D.R. Batish, H.P. Singh, and Ravinder Kohli (2022), Biodiversity in India: 

Status, Issues and Challenges, Springer Singapore. 

2. Usha Tandon, Mohan Parasaran, and Sidharth Luthra (2016), Biodiversity Law, Policy and 

Governance, Routledge India. 

3. P Leela Krishnan (2025), Environmental Law in India, 7th Edition 2025, Bharat Law House 

4. Boyle, Alan, and Catherine Redgwell, Birnie, Boyle, and Redgwell (2021) International 

Law and the Environment, Oxford Law Pro 

5. Divan, Shyam, and Armin Rosencranz (2022). Environmental Law and Policy in India: 

Cases and Materials, 3rd edn, Oxford Academic 

6. Boyle, Alan & Anderson, Michael (1996), Human Rights Approaches to Environmental 

Protection. Oxford University Press, 

7. Donald K. Anton and Dinah L. Shelton (2011), Environmental Protection and Human 

Rights, Cambridge University Press 

8. O'Donnell, E. L. (2018). Legal Rights for Rivers: Myth, Reality, and Implications. 

Routledge 

9. McAdam, J. (2012). Climate Change, Forced Migration, and International Law. Oxford 

University Press. 

10. Morgera, E., Tsioumani, E., & Buck, M. (2014). Unravelling the Nagoya Protocol: A 

Commentary on the Nagoya Protocol on Access and Benefit-Sharing to the Convention on 

Biological Diversity. Brill Nijhoff. 

11. Cullet, P. (2007). Differential Treatment in International Environmental Law: A Framework 

for Realising Intergenerational Equity. Journal of Environmental Law, 19(2), 203–221 

12. Bodansky, D. (2016). The Paris Climate Change Agreement: A New Hope? American 

Journal of International Law, 110(2), 288–319 

13. Garg, A., Shukla, P. R., & Maheshwari, J. (2014). Low Carbon Growth Strategies for India: 

Governance and Legal Frameworks. Climate Policy, 14(3), 394–410 

14. Harrop, S. R., & Pritchard, D. J. (2011). A Hard Instrument a Soft Success? The Convention 

on Biological Diversity: Evaluating Its First Generation. Journal of Environmental Law, 

23(1), 35–57. 



15. Obura, D. O., et al. (2023). Achieving Robust Outcomes Under the Kunming-Montreal 

Global Biodiversity Framework. Science, 380(6645), 582–585 

16. Savaresi, A. (2016). The Role of REDD+ in the Harmonisation of International Climate 

and Biodiversity Law. Review of European, Comparative & International Environmental 

Law, 25(1), 58–69 

17. O'Donnell, E. L., & Talbot-Jones, J. (2018). Creating Legal Rights for Rivers: Lessons from 

Australia, New Zealand, and India. Ecology and Society, 23(1), 7–15 

 

Assessment Scheme 

 

Components Internal Assessment Mid Term Exam End Exam Total 

Weightage (%) 25% 25% 50% 100% 



Name of Program LL.M. 

NEW CODE Law and Policy of Sustainable Energy L T P C 

Owning 
School/Department 

School of Law 2 0 0 2 

Pre-requisites/Exposure Constitutional Law and Environmental Law 

 

Course Summary 

 

This course examines the legal, institutional, and policy dimensions of sustainable energy 

governance in India within the broader context of global energy transition. It introduces the 

evolution of energy regulation from resource sovereignty to sustainability-based governance 

and explores the relationship between energy, environmental protection, and sustainable 

development. The course analyses international commitments, renewable energy laws and 

policies, energy conservation frameworks, and climate action strategies. It also evaluates 

emerging challenges such as carbon markets, energy justice, green hydrogen, ESG obligations, 

and dispute resolution in the renewable energy sector. Through legal and policy perspectives, 

students will understand India’s evolving sustainable energy architecture and its role in 

achieving long-term climate and energy goals. The course would be taught to encourage critical 

thinking and enable them to become better and happier professionals and promoting 

employability. 

Course Outcomes (COs) 

 

By the end of this course, students shall be able to: 

CO1: Explain the evolution and foundational principles of sustainable energy and its linkage 

with environmental and constitutional frameworks. 

CO2: Analyze the institutional and regulatory framework governing renewable energy in India. 

CO3: Evaluate national policies and legal frameworks relating to renewable energy 

technologies and emerging energy initiatives. 

CO4: Examine the legal mechanisms governing energy conservation, climate action plans, and 

renewable energy integration strategies in India. 

CO5: Assess contemporary challenges in sustainable energy transition, including energy 

justice, dispute resolution, carbon governance, and future legal reforms. 

 

CO-PO Mapping 

 

 PO1 PO2 PO3 PO4 PO5 

CO1 3 2 – – 3 

CO2 2 3 2 2 – 

CO3 2 2 3 – 2 

CO4 – 2 2 3 3 

CO5 – 3 2 3 3 

1=weakly related 2= moderately related 3=strongly related 



Course Content 
 

Unit I: Foundations of Sustainable Energy and Development. 

• Evolution from resource sovereignty to sustainability governance 

 

(7 Lectures) 

• Energy as a social and economic right: Linkage with Article 21 of the Constitution of India 

• International agreements affecting energy policy: United Nations Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs)-especially SDG 7, Paris Agreement and climate obligations 

• Global energy institutional architecture (International Energy Agency, International 

Renewable Energy Agency etc.) 

 

Unit II: Renewable Energy Institutional and Regulatory Framework in India 

(5 Lectures) 

• Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE). 

• Electricity Act, 2003 and renewable energy: Role of CERC and SERCs, Open Access etc. 

• National Electricity Policy (2005) integration with Renewable energy- Renewable Purchase 

Obligations (RPOs), Preferential Tarriff etc. 

• Renewable Energy Certificates (REC) mechanism and 2022 regulations 

Unit III: Renewable Energy Policy Framework in India 

(6 Lectures) 

• National Green Hydrogen Mission and emerging hydrogen governance frameworks 

• Legal and Policy Dimensions of the National Biofuel Policy, 2018 

• Solar energy policies, Wind energy policies and offshore wind initiatives, Hybrid energy 

systems and policies for renewable energy parks 

• Policies relating to Emerging renewable technologies (ocean energy, geothermal energy, and 

energy storage systems) 

Unit IV: Energy Conservation and National Climate Action Plans 

(6 Lectures) 

• Energy Efficiency and Conservation Framework in India: Energy Conservation Act, 2001 

with 2022 Amendment and Energy Savings Certificates (ESCerts) 

• Energy Conservation Building Code (ECBC) 2017. 

• National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC), State Action Plans on Climate Change 

(SAPCCs), and Renewable Energy Integration Strategies in India. 
 

Unit V: Contemporary Challenges 

 

• Tariffs, cross-subsidies and dispute resolution 

• Just Transition and Energy Justice in Sustainable Energy Governance 

• International cooperation in achieving long-term goals and role of India 

 

(6 Lectures) 

• Emerging issues in energy transition: carbon markets, green hydrogen, energy storage, ESG 

compliance, and climate accountability 

Bare Acts 

 

1. Carbon Credit Trading Scheme (CCTS) – Framework Notification, 2023 

2. Electricity Act, 2003 

3. Energy Storage Systems (ESS) Policies and Guidelines 



4. Long-Term Low Emission Development Strategy (LT-LEDS), 2022 

5. National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC), 2008 

6. National Electricity Policy (2005) 

7. National Solar Mission under NAPCC, 2010 

8. Saubhagya – Pradhan Mantri Sahaj Bijli Har Ghar Yojana, 2017 

9. State Action Plans on Climate Change (SAPCCs), various states, from 2009 onwards 

10. Tariff Policy (2006) 

 

International Conventions & Instruments 

 

1. Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) under Kyoto Protocol, 2001 

2. Glasgow Climate Pact, 2021 

3. ILO Guidelines for a Just Transition to Environmentally Sustainable Economies and 

Societies, 2015 

4. Kyoto Protocol, 1997 

5. Paris Agreement, 2015, Article 6 of the Paris Agreement (market mechanisms), 2015 

6. Stockholm Declaration on the Human Environment, 1972 

7. UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) (energy & marine resource 

implications), 1982 

8. United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), 1992 

9. WTO Doha Declaration on Trade and Environment (energy-related trade rules), 2001 

 

Suggested Readings 

 

1. Boyle, Alan & Anderson, Michael (1996), Human Rights Approaches to Environmental 

Protection. Oxford University Press, 

2. Boyle, Alan, and Catherine Redgwell, Birnie, Boyle, and Redgwell (2021) International 

Law and the Environment, 4th edn Oxford Law Pro, 

3. Divan, Shyam, and Armin Rosencranz (2022). Environmental Law and Policy in India: 

Cases and Materials, 3rd edn, Oxford Academic 

4. Donald K. Anton and Dinah L. Shelton (2011), Environmental Protection and Human 

Rights, Cambridge University Press 

5. Olivia Woolley (2023), Renewable Energy Law, Hart Publishing. 

6. P Leelakrishnan (2025), Environmental Law in India, 7th Edition 2025, Bharat Law House 

7. Sairam Bhat (2016), Energy Law & Policy in India, India: National Law School of India 

University. 

 

Assessment Scheme 

 

Components Internal Assessment Mid Term Exam End Exam Total 

Weightage (%) 25% 25% 50% 100% 



Name of Program LL.M. 

NEW CODE ESG, Civil Society and Legal Compliance 

Mechanism 

L T P C 

Owning 

School/Department 

School of Law 2 0 0 2 

Pre-requisites/Exposure Constitutional Law and Environmental Law 

 

Course Summary 

 

This course, Environmental, Social, and Governance: An Overview, explores the evolving 

intersection of corporate responsibility, environmental law, and stakeholder accountability 

through the lens of Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG) frameworks. It critically 

examines regulatory trends in India, the EU, and globally, transitioning from voluntary CSR 

norms to enforceable ESG mandates. Students will engage with key themes such as 

environmental due diligence, corporate fiduciary duties, civil society’s role in ESG 

enforcement, public consultations under EIA, and legal strategies to combat greenwashing. The 

course draws on both international standards (GRI, TCFD, UNPRI) and Indian legal 

instruments (Companies Act, SEBI BRSR, EIA regulations), highlighting how ESG 

compliance shapes modern corporate governance. It emphasizes critical thinking and 

comparative legal analysis, preparing students for roles in sustainability law, policy-making, 

advocacy, and compliance. By integrating themes of environmental justice, transparency, and 

participatory governance, the course aims to produce ethically grounded and professionally 

skilled graduates with enhanced employability and a deeper understanding of law’s role in 

advancing sustainable development. 

 

Course Outcomes (COs) 

 

By the end of this course, students shall be able to: 

CO1: Identify key ESG regulatory frameworks in India and globally, including their legal 

evolution from CSR. 

CO2: Explain the legal mechanisms of corporate environmental accountability, due diligence, 

and fiduciary duties. 

CO3: Analyse the role of civil society and public participation in ESG enforcement through 

litigation, RTI, and monitoring. 

CO4: Evaluate the effectiveness of EIA processes and legal remedies in ensuring ESG 

transparency and procedural justice. 

CO5: Design strategic legal responses to greenwashing and ESG non-compliance using 

disclosure laws and litigation tools. 

 

CO-PO Mapping 

 

 PO1 PO2 PO3 PO4 PO5 

CO1 3 2 - - 3 

CO2 2 - 2 2 - 

CO3 - 2 3 - 2 

CO4 - - 2 3 3 

CO5 - 3 2 3 - 

1=weakly related 2= moderately related 3=strongly related 



Course Contents 
 

Unit I: Conceptual Foundations 

• The Evolution of Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) 

 

(6 Lectures) 

• Theories of Corporate Governance: Analysing Shareholder Primacy (Friedman Doctrine) 

vs. Stakeholder Capitalism 

• Fiduciary Ethics and ESG Duty 
 

Unit II: The International Regulatory Architecture 

• The UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights (UNGPs) 

• OECD Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises 

• Environmental Governance through Private Actors 

Unit III: The Law of Disclosures & Performance Metrics 

 

(6 Lectures) 

 

 

 

 

 

(6 Lectures) 

• Reporting Requirements in India: Voluntary Reporting, SEBI’s Business Responsibility & 

Sustainability Reporting (BRSR) 

• Global Reporting Framework and Standards: GRI, SASB, IIRC, CDP 

• Relevance of ESG Rating 
 

Unit IV: Enforcement, Advocacy & Strategic Litigation 

 

• Regulatory Democracy and Civil Society 

• Legal Mobilisation and Strategic Litigation 

• Transparency, Truth, and the Ethics of Exposure 

Unit V: Risk Management, Due Diligence, and Enforcement 

 

(6 Lectures) 

 

 

 

 

 

(6 Lectures) 

• Environment Impact Assessment, Greenwashing and Consumer Law: Regulatory 

enforcement against misleading environmental claims (FTC Green Guides, SEBI, and 

Advertising Standards) 

• ESG in Corporate Transactions: Integrating ESG into M&A due diligence, Representations 

and Warranties, and Indemnities 

• Emerging Trends: The intersection of AI and ESG, and the legal recognition of the Rights 

of Nature. 

Bare Acts 

 

1. Right to Information Act, 2005 

2. Companies Act, 2013 

3. SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015 

4. SEBI Business Responsibility and Sustainability Report (BRSR) mandate*, 2021 

5. Whistle Blowers Protection Act, 2014 

6. Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 

7. EIA Notification, 2006 

8. Draft EIA Notification, 2020 

9. SEBI Act, 1992 



10. Public Liability Insurance Act, 1991 (used in ESG risk disclosure contexts) 

 

International Conventions & Instruments 

 

1. Aarhus Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-making and 

Access to Justice in Environmental Matters, 1998 

2. UN Global Compact (10 Principles on ESG and Corporate Responsibility), 2000 

3. OECD Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises, updated 2011 

4. UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights (UNGPs), 2011 

5. EU Non-Financial Reporting Directive (NFRD), 2014 

6. Paris Agreement (climate disclosure relevance under ESG), 2015 

7. UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), 2015 

8. EU Taxonomy for Sustainable Activities, 2020 

9. Corporate Sustainability Reporting Directive (CSRD) – EU, 2022 

10. Task Force on Climate-related Financial Disclosures (TCFD), ongoing since 2017 

11. Global Reporting Initiative (GRI) Standards, revised versions from 2016 onwards 

12. Sustainability Accounting Standards Board (SASB), launched in 2011 (merged into ISSB 

in 2022) 

 

Reference Materials 

 

1. Paulo Câmara and Filipe Morais (2022), The Palgrave Handbook of ESG and Corporate 

Governance, Palgrave Macmillan Cham. 

2. Sunny Revankar (2023), Understanding ESG and Sustainability, Jec Publication. 

3. Uwem Essia (2022), Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG): Governance, Risk 

Management and Compliance, independently published. 

4. P Leelakrishnan (2025), Environmental Law in India, 7th Edition 2025, Bharat Law House 

5. Boyle, Alan, and Catherine Redgwell, Birnie, Boyle, and Redgwell (2021) International 

Law and the Environment, 4th edn Oxford Law Pro, 

6. Divan, Shyam, and Armin Rosencranz (2022). Environmental Law and Policy in India: 

Cases and Materials, 3rd edn, Oxford Academic 

7. Boyle, Alan & Anderson, Michael (1996), Human Rights Approaches to Environmental 

Protection. Oxford University Press, 

8. Donald K. Anton and Dinah L. Shelton (2011), Environmental Protection and Human 

Rights, Cambridge University Press 

Assessment Scheme 

 

Components Internal Assessment Mid Term Exam End Exam Total 

Weightage (%) 25% 25% 50% 100% 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL COMMERCIAL LAWS 



Name of Program LL.M. 

LLLM L International Commercial Law: Principles 

and Global Frameworks 

L T P C 

Owning School/Department School of Law 2 0 0 2 

Pre-requisites/Exposure International Law, Law of Contract, Commercial Laws 

 

Course Summary  

 

This course examines the philosophical foundations, scope, and interdisciplinary nature of 

International Commercial Law. It analyses the distinction between public, private, and 

transnational commercial law in the regulation of global commerce. The course explores core 

doctrines such as pacta sunt servanda, good faith, sovereignty, legal certainty, and risk 

allocation in cross-border transactions. It studies the sources of international commercial 

norms, including treaties, customs, soft law instruments, and lex mercatoria. The institutional 

framework of global economic governance is analysed through organisations such as the WTO, 

IMF, World Bank, UNCITRAL, UNIDROIT, and ICC. The course further evaluates emerging 

issues of sustainability, ethical governance, jurisdictional pluralism, and public–private 

interaction in international commerce. 

Course Outcomes (COs) 

By the end of this course, students shall be able to: 

CO1: Define principles of international commercial law, trade, and global trade institutions. 

CO2: Explain rules governing international commercial contracts, performance, and remedies. 

CO3: Apply trade laws, conventions, and agreements to commercial transactions and sales. 

CO4: Analise jurisdiction, arbitration, choice-of-law, and enforcement in cross-border 

disputes. 

CO5: Evaluate digital trade, e-commerce regulation, compliance, and global commercial 

disputes. 

 

CO-PO/PSO Mapping 

 

 PO1 PO2 PO3 PO4 PO5 

CO1 3 - 2 - 1 

CO2 - 2 3 1 - 

CO3 3 3 - 2 - 

CO4 - 3 3 2 2 

CO5 2 - - 2 3 

1=weakly related 2= moderately related 3=strongly related 

Course Contents  

 

Unit I: Philosophy of International Commercial Law 

(5 Lectures) 

• Concept, scope, and interdisciplinary foundations of International Commercial Law 

• Public vs Private vs Transnational commercial law 

• Key stakeholders in global commerce: States, MNEs, and institutional actors 



UNIT II: Core Doctrines Shaping Cross-Border Commerce 

 

• Pacta sunt servanda, good faith, and legal certainty 

• Sovereignty, regulatory autonomy, and economic interdependence 

• Predictability and risk allocation in international commercial frameworks 

 

UNIT III: Norms Beyond Borders: Sources and Transnational Ordering 

 

(5 Lectures) 

 

 

 

 

 

(7 Lectures) 

• Classical sources: treaties, customs, and general principles in commercial contexts 

• Soft law, model laws, and harmonisation instruments 

• Lex mercatoria and the evolution of transnational commercial norms 

 

UNIT IV: Institutional Ecosystems of Global Economic Governance 

(7 Lectures) 

• Structural overview of the WTO, IMF, and World Bank in commercial regulation 

• Norm-shaping bodies: UNCITRAL (United Nations Commission on International Trade 

Law.), UNIDROIT (International Institute for the Unification of Private Law), ICC 

(International Chamber of Commerce) 

• Interaction between international regulatory frameworks and domestic legal systems 
 

UNIT V: Systemic Dynamics and Emerging Paradigms 

 

• Public–private interplay in global commercial regulation 

• Jurisdictional pluralism and multi-level governance 

• Equity, sustainability, and ethical dimensions in international commerce 

 

Reference Materials  

 

(6 Lectures) 

 

1. Dr. S R Myneni, International Trade Law, Allahabad Law Agency, Fourth edition, 2024. 

2. Indira Carr and Peter Stone, International Trade Law, Routledge, 6th edn. 2018. 

3. John H. Jackson, ‘The World Trading System: Law and Policy of International Economic 

Relations’ (1989) 22(1) Journal of World Trade 5. 

4. John H. Jackson, William J. Davey and Alan O. Sykes, Legal Problems of International 

Economic Relations: Cases, West Academic Publishing, 6th edn. 2013. 

5. Jonathan Warne, International Commercial Dispute Resolution, Tottel Publishing, 2009. 

6. Margaret L. Moses, The Principles and Practice of International Commercial Arbitration: 

Third Edition, Cambridge University Press; 2017. 

7. Mydri Gopinath, ‘The Role of CISG and UNIDROIT Principles in Shaping Global Trade’ 

(2025) 5(1) Indian Journal of Legal Review 206. 

8. Nicholas Ryder, Margaret Griffiths, Lachmi Singh, Commercial Law: Principles and 

Policy, Cambridge University Press, 2012. 

9. Raj Bhala, ‘The Myth about Stare Decisis and International Trade Law’ (1999) 14(4) 

American University International Law Review 845. 

10. Raj Bhala, International Trade Law: A Comprehensive E-Textbook, Carolina Academic 

Press, 6th edn, 2023. 

11. Simon Lester, Bryan Mercurio and Arwel Davies, World Trade Law: Text, Materials and 

Commentary, Hart Publishing, 3rd edn. 2018. 



Relevant Cases 

 

1. Milieudefensie v. Royal Dutch Shell 

2. US – Shrimp/Turtle Case – Trade restrictions and environmental regulation. 

3. Vedanta Resources Plc v. Lungowe – Corporate accountability in transnational commercial 

operations. 

4. Argentina – Financial Services 

5. Barcelona Traction 

6. EC – Bananas III 

7. Fothergill v. Monarch Airlines Ltd. 

8. India – Solar Cells 

9. Kiobel v. Royal Dutch Petroleum Co. 

10. US – Shrimp/Turtle 

11. Vedanta Resources Plc v. Lungowe 

 

Assessment Scheme 

 

Components Internal Assessment Mid Term Exam End Term 

Exam 

Total 

Weightage (%) 25% 25% 50% 100% 



Name of Program LL.M. 

Course Code WTO Law and Practice L T P C 

Owning School/Department School of Law 2 0 0 2 

Pre-requisites/Exposure International Law 

 

 

Course Summary 

 

This course will provide students an overview of the legal context and aspects of the 

liberalization and the necessary regulation of international economic transactions (mainly 

trade, investment and monetary transactions). It is not only designed as a general introduction 

to the field of international economic law, but also as a foundation for further exploration as 

well to explore cross-cutting issues of global governance. It will start with an introduction on 

the main sources and actors of international economic law as well as the political and economic 

aspects underpinning this field. The course will then be dedicated to the study of trade 

disciplines (in the context of the WTO and of preferential trade agreements) and legal aspects 

of foreign investment. A special attention will also be devoted to adjudication mechanisms such 

as the WTO dispute settlement mechanism, other dispute mechanisms under free trade 

agreements, and investor/State dispute settlement. The course would be taught to encourage 

critical thinking and enable them to become better and happier professionals enabling 

employability and skill development. 

 

Course Outcomes (COs) 

 

By the end of this course, students shall be able to: 

CO1: Study the advanced understanding of the legal framework of the WTO 

CO2: Apply different set of principles of International Trade Law in trade-related disputes 

CO3: Analyse the core concepts of dispute settlement jurisprudence through landmark cases 

CO4: Interpret key agreements of WTO and related regimes on trade in Goods, Services and 

Intellectual Property Rights 

CO5: Develop wider techniques and frameworks of WTO Dispute settlement understanding, 

investor–State dispute settlement, commercial arbitration 

 

CO-PO/PSO Mapping 

 

 PO1 PO2 PO3 PO4 PO5 

CO1 1 1 - - - 

CO2 2 1 3 1 - 

CO3 1 2 - - - 

CO4 - 3 3 - 2 

CO5 - - 3 3 1 

1=weakly related 2= moderately related 3=strongly related 

 

Course Contents 

 

Unit I: Multilateral Trading System 

(6 Lectures) 

• Evolution of the Multilateral Trading System, From Bretton Woods to the WTO: 

Advancement of Global Trade Governance 

• Constitutional and Institutional Framework of the WTO System 



• Governance Structure and Accession Mechanism of the WTO, Role of Developing and 

Least Developed Countries in WTO 
 

Unit II: Trade Remedies and Fair-Trade Regulation 

• Trade Protectionism and Contemporary Challenges 

• Investigation Procedures and WTO Compliance 

 

(6 Lectures) 

• Material Injury and Causal Link, Zeroing Process in Anti-Dumping Agreement 

• WTO Jurisprudence on Subsidy Regulation 

Unit III: International Investment Law and Regional Trade Governance 

(6 Lectures) 

• Role of Customary International Law and Treaty Obligations 

• Legitimate Expectations and Regulatory Powers of States in Investment Agreements 

• Current India’s, South Asian, U.K & E. U. Investment Agreements. 

• South Asian Investment Agreements and Regional Cooperation 

Unit IV: Digital Trade and Dispute Settlement 

(6 Lectures) 

• Emergence of Digital Trade in International Economic Law, Cross-Border Data Flows and 

Digital Services 

• Artificial Intelligence and International Trade Regulation 

• Contemporary Challenges in WTO Dispute Settlement, Crisis of the WTO Appellate Body, 

Reform Proposals for WTO Dispute Settlement 

Unit V: Climate Change, Geopolitical Tensions and Social Justice Dimensions 

(6 Lectures) 

• Climate Change and Carbon Border Taxes, Sustainable Development and Green Trade 

Policies WTO Response to Global Health Crises 

• Geopolitical Tensions and Trade Wars, Regionalism versus Multilateralism 

• Social Justice Dimensions of Global Trade Governance, Labour Standards and Trade 

Regulation, Future Trends in WTO Law and Practice 

Reference Materials 

1. Anand, R.P. (1972), New States and International Law, Delhi: Vikas Publishing House. 

2. Anghie, Antony, B.S. Chimni, Karen Mickelson and Obiora Okafor (eds.) (2003), The Third 

World and International Legal Order: Law, Politics and Globalization, Leiden: Brill. 

3. Arup, Christopher (2000), The New World Trade Organisation Agreements, Cambridge 

University Press. 

4. Baxi, Upendra (1983), “The New International Economic Order, Basic Needs and Rights: 

Notes towards Development of the Right to Development” Indian Journal of International 

Law, 23: 225. 

5. Chaturvedi, Sachin and S. K. Mohanty (2008), “The WTO and Trade in Electronically 

Delivered Software: Emerging Challenges and Policy Options – An Indian Perspective” 

Journal of World Trade, 42 (5): 927- 951. 

6. Chimni, B. S. (2006),“The World Trade Organization, Democracy and Development: A 

View from South”, Journal of World Trade, 40 (1): 5-36. 



7. Chimni, B.S. (2004),“International Institutions Today: An Imperial Global State in the 

Making”, European Journal of International Law, 15 (1): 1-37. 

8. Choukroune, Leila & James J. Nedumpara (2021), International Economic Law: Text, Cases 

and Materials, Cambridge University Press. 

9. Dam, Kenneth W. (1970), The GATT: Law and International Economic Organization, 

Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

10. Gopalan, Sandeep (2003), “Transitional Commercial Law: The Way Forward” American 

University International Law Review, 18 (4): 803- 849. 

11. Hegde, V.G. (1998), “Intellectual Property Rights: National and International Legal Aspects 

Relating to Patenting of Life Forms” , Indian Journal of International Law, 38 (1):28. 

12. Hoekman, Bernard and Michel Kostecki (2010), The Political Economy of the World 

Trading System, Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

13. Hudec, Robert E. (1990), The GATT Legal System and World Trade Diplomacy, New 

Hampshire: Butterworth, 2nd edition. 

14. Jackson, John H. (1997), The World Trading System: Law and Policy of International 

Economic Relations, Cambridge: MIT Press, 2nd edition. 

15. Koul, A. K. (2004), “Developing Countries in the GATT/WTO - Their Obligations and the 

Law” , Indian Journal of International Law, 44: 451-487.4 

16. Lester, Simon, Bryan Mercurio, Arwel Davies and Kara Leitner (2022), World Trade Law: 

Text, Materials and Commentary, London: Bloomsbury. 

17. Mattoo, Aaditya and Arvind Subramanian (2004), “ The WTO and the Poorest Countries: 

The Stark Reality” , World Trade Review, 3 (3): 385-407. 

18. Mitsuo, Matsushita, Thomas J. Schoenbaum and Petros C. Mavroidis (2015), The World 

Trade Organization: Law, Practice and Policy, Oxford University Press. 

19. Peter Van den Bossche et al., The Law and Policy of the World Trade Organisation, 

Cambridge University Press. 

20. Rajput, Aniruddha (2017), Protection of Foreign Investment in India and Investment Treaty 

Arbitration, Kluwer International. 

21. Ranjan, Prabhash (2019), India and Bilateral Investment Treaties: Refusal, Acceptance and 

22. Schrijver, N.J. (2015), “Fifty Years Permanent Sovereignty over Natural Resources. The 

1962 UN Declaration as the Opinio Iuris Communis” in M. Bungenberg & S. Hobe (Eds.), 

Permanent Sovereignty over Natural Resources, Heidelberg: Springer. 

23. Sornarajah , M. (2021), The International Law on Foreign Investment, Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 5th edition. 

24. Subedi, Surya P. (2008), International Investment Law: Reconciling Policy and Principle, 

Oxford: Hart Publishing House. 

25. UNCTAD (1994), The Outcome of the Uruguay Round: An Initial Assessment. 

26. Watal, Jayashree (2001), Intellectual Property Rights in the WTO and Developing 

Countries, Oxford University Press. 

 

Relevant Cases 

 

1. US – Shrimp (DS58): Environmental measures, Article XX GATT, non‑discrimination and 

process‑based restrictions. 

2. EC – Hormones (DS26/48): SPS, risk assessment and scientific evidence in trade‑health 

conflicts. 

3. Korea – Beef (DS161/169): National treatment, state trading and distribution channels. 

4. Brazil – Tyres (DS332): Balancing environmental protection and trade obligations under 

Article XX. 



5. US – Cotton (DS267) and EC – Sugar (DS265/266/283): Agricultural subsidies and 

SCM/AoA disciplines. 

6. US– Gambling (DS285): GATS market access and public morals. 

7. China – Rare Earths (DS431/432/433): Export restrictions, resource sovereignty and 

industrial policy. 

8. US – Tuna II (DS381) and EC – Seal Products (DS400/401): Labelling, animal welfare and 

trade. 

 

Assessment Scheme 

 

Components Internal Assessment Mid Term Exam End Term 

Exam 

Total 

Weightage (%) 25% 25% 50% 100% 



Name of Program L.L.M. 

To be Generated International Investment Law L T P C 

Owning School/Department School of Law 2 0 0 2 

Pre-requisites/Exposure Public International Law 

 

Course Summary 

 

This course provides a comprehensive overview of the fundamental principles of International 

Investment Law (IIL), examining the international standards for protecting foreign investments 

as embodied in sources such as international investment agreements (IIAs), customary 

international law, investment contracts, and domestic legislation. With nearly 3,000 IIAs 

currently in force—including bilateral investment treaties (BITs), multilateral investment 

treaties (MITs), and free trade agreements (FTAs) with investment chapters—the course 

explores their common structural features, core substantive protections (such as fair and 

equitable treatment, protection from expropriation, non-discrimination, and full protection and 

security), and the procedural framework of investor-State dispute settlement (ISDS). It 

critically analyses why States enter into IIAs, how key concepts like “investment,” “investor,” 

and substantive standards have evolved in arbitral jurisprudence, and the unique nature of 

ISDS, including debates around allowing privately appointed arbitrators to review sovereign 

conduct. The course further engages with key jurisdictional, substantive, and procedural issues 

in investor-State arbitration, the balance between investor rights and State regulatory powers, 

and contemporary developments shaping the future of the regime. 

The course would be taught to encourage critical thinking and enable them to become better 

and happier professionals enabling employability and skill development. 

 

Course Outcomes (COs) 

 

By the end of this course, students shall be able to: 

CO1: Explain the philosophical and normative foundations of international investment law. 

CO2: Examine the normative framework and evolution of investment treaties and investor 

protection. 

CO3: Analyse substantive principles and emerging trends in international investment law. 

CO4: Evaluate the institutional and procedural dimensions of investor–State dispute 

settlement. 

CO5: Critically assess arbitral principles, jurisprudence, and contemporary debates in 

international investment law. 

 

CO-PO/PSO Mapping 

 

 PO1 PO2 PO3 PO4 PO5 PSO1 PSO2 

CO1 1 1 - - - - - 

CO2 2 1 3 1 - - 2 

CO3 1 2 - - - 1 3 

CO4 - 3 3 - 2 1 - 

CO5 - - 3 3 1 3 1 

1=weakly related 2= moderately related 3=strongly related 



Course Contents 
 

Unit I: Conceptual and Normative Framework 

• Nature, evolution, and sources of International Investment Law 

• Interpretation of investment treaties under the Vienna Convention 

• Political Risk Insurance and the role of MIGA 

Unit II: The Architecture of Investment and Juridical Identity of Investors 

• Meaning and scope of “Investment” and “Investor” 

• Modes of foreign investment and treaty application 

• Corporate nationality and treaty structuring 

 

Unit III: Sovereign Regulatory Authority 

 

• Performance requirements and investor obligations 

• Expropriation: direct, indirect, and regulatory 

• Balancing State regulatory powers with investor protection 

Unit IV: Substantive Standards and Principles of Investment Protection 

 

• Fair and Equitable Treatment (FET) and Full Protection and Security (FPS) 

• National Treatment, MFN Treatment, and umbrella clauses 

• Emergency clauses, transfer of funds, and procedural fairness 

 

(6 Lectures) 

 

 

 

 

 

(6 Lectures) 

 

 

 

 

 

(6 Lectures) 

 

 

 

 

 

(6 Lectures) 

Unit V: Adjudicatory Mechanisms, Legitimacy Debates, and the Future Trajectory 

(6 Lectures) 

• Jurisdiction, and Procedure of Investor–State Dispute Settlement (ISDS) 

• Enforcement of Awards under the International Centre for Settlement of Investment 

Disputes (ICSID) and the New York Convention 

• Legitimacy Concerns and Reform of ISDS: United Nations Commission on International 

Trade Law (UNCITRAL) Working Group III 

• Emerging Issues in ISDS: Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG), Sustainable 

Development, Third-Party Funding, and India’s Model Bilateral Investment Treaty (BIT) 

Reference Materials 

 

1. Abebe, A. (2020), “The Protection of Law and Jurisprudence in Investment Treaties”, 

Namibian Law Journal of International Law, 31(1), 289–312. 

2. Acconci, P. (2015), “MFN Clause in Investment Treaties”, Italian Journal of International 

Law, 23(6). 

3. Alejandro Fava Rodriguez (2008), “The Most-Favoured-Nation Clause in International 

Investment Agreements”, Journal of International Arbitration, 25(1). 

4. Analysis of the 2015 Draft Model Indian Bilateral Investment Treaty, Law Commission of 

India Report No. 260 (2015). 

5. Bhaklash, Oufouf University Press. 

6. Brauch, N. (2015), “Bilateral Investment Treaties and the EU Legal Order”, Brooklyn 

Journal of International Law, 35(5), 821–852. 



7. Charles H. Brower (2005), “MFN Treatment in International Law”, 32:125–190. 

8. Dolzer, R. & Schreuer, C. (2008), Principles of International Investment Law, Oxford 

University Press. 

9. European Journal of International Law, 31(1), 289–312. 

10. Future of Investor-State Dispute Settlement: Reforming Law, Practice and Perspectives for 

a Fast-Changing World (2025), ICSID Review – Foreign Investment Law Journal. 

11. George K. Foster (2008), “International Investment Law”, Indiana Journal of Global Legal 

Studies, 15(1), 1–34. 

12. Jeswald W. Salacuse (2010), The Law of Investment Treaties, Oxford University Press. 

13. Julan Rora (2015), “Redefining Investment Regime in India: Post White Industries”, 

Journal of World Investment and Trade, 14(6). 

14. Kenneth Vandevelde (2010), “The Evolution of Principle in International Investment Law”, 

European Journal of International Law, 31(1), 289–312. 

15. Kuldeep S. (2017), “Law that You Mean Improved Drafting Resources”, Vanderbilt Journal 

of International Law, 40(5). 

16. Nishith Desai Associates (2023), Doing Business in India: The Guide for US Businesses and 

Organizations Entering and Expanding into India. 

17. OECD (2023), Recent Developments in International Investment Agreements. 

18. OECD Report (2010), “MFN in BITs”, Yale Journal of International Law, 32:125–190. 

19. Orakhelashvili, A. (2004), “Investment and MFN Clauses in Investment Treaties”, 

American Journal of International Law, 85(5), 597–646. 

20. Pieter H. (2005), “MFN Treatment in International Investment Law”, Amsterdam Law 

Forum, 7(3). 

21. Recent advanced articles in ICSID Review (2025), including pieces on immunity waivers, 

performance requirement prohibitions, public health exclusions, and the evolution of the 

FET standard through specific cases. 

22. Rising Protectionism and Foreign Direct Investment, (2025) — empirical analysis of how 

changes in IIAs affect FDI flows and protectionism in the global investment regime. 

23. Schill, S. W. (2015), The Multilateralization of International Investment Law, Cambridge 

University Press. 

24. Stephan W. Schill (2009), The Multilateralization of International Investment Law, 

Cambridge University Press. 

25. Sunder N. Rave (2003), “The Legitimacy Crisis in Investment Treaty Arbitration”, Fordan 

Law Review, 73:1521. 

26. UNCTAD (2013), Recent Developments in IIAs: 2013–2014. 

27. Vandevelde, K. J. (2015), “The Evolution of Principle in International Investment Law”, 

European Journal of International Law, 31(1), 289–312. 

28. Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties (1969). 

29. Yoram Dinstein (2005), “The Interpretation of MFN Clauses”, American Journal of 

International Law, 11:873–913. 

 

Relevant Cases 

 

1. ABH Holdings S.A. v. Ukraine, ICSID Case No. ARB/19/42 (pending; developments 2024– 

2025) 

2. Amco Asia Corporation v. Republic of Indonesia, ICSID Case No. ARB/81/1, 23 ILM 351 

(1984) 

3. American Independent Oil Company v. Kuwait, 21 ILM 976 (1982) 

4. Asian Agricultural Products Ltd. (AAPL) v. Republic of Sri Lanka, ICSID Case No. 

ARB/87/3, 4 ICSID Reports 246 (1990) 



5. Cairn Energy PLC and Cairn UK Holdings Ltd. v. Republic of India, PCA Case No. 2016- 

07, Final Award (21 December 2020) 

6. CMS Gas Transmission Company v. Argentine Republic, ICSID Case No. ARB/01/8, Award 

(12 May 2005) 

7. CME Czech Republic B.V. v. Czech Republic, UNCITRAL, Final Award (14 March 2003) 

8. Deutsche Bank AG v. Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, ICSID Case No. 

ARB/09/2, Award (31 October 2012) 

9. El Paso Energy International Company v. Argentine Republic, ICSID Case No. ARB/03/15, 

Award (31 October 2011) 

10. Eureko B.V. v. Republic of Poland, Partial Award, Ad Hoc Tribunal (19 August 2005) 

11. Germany v. Poland, PCIJ Series A No. 17 (1928) 

12. Gami Investments, Inc. v. United Mexican States, UNCITRAL/NAFTA, 44 ILM 811 (2005) 

13. LG&E Energy Corp., LG&E Capital Corp., and LG&E International Inc. v. Argentine 

Republic, ICSID Case No. ARB/02/1, Decision on Liability (3 October 2006) 

14. Libyan American Oil Company (LIAMCO) v. Government of the Libyan Arab Republic, 20 

ILM 1 (1981) 

15. Emilio Agustín Maffezini v. Kingdom of Spain, ICSID Case No. ARB/97/7, 5 ICSID Reports 

396 (2000) 

16. Metalclad Corporation v. United Mexican States, ICSID Case No. ARB(AF)/97/1, 5 ICSID 

Reports 209 (2001) 

17. Nissan Motor Co. Ltd. v. Republic of India, PCA Case No. 2017-37 (pending) 

18. Occidental Exploration and Production Company v. Republic of Ecuador, LCIA Case No. 

UN3467, Final Award (1 July 2004) 

19. Philip Morris Brands Sàrl, Philip Morris Products S.A., and Abal Hermanos S.A. v. 

Oriental Republic of Uruguay, ICSID Case No. ARB/10/7, Award (8 July 2016) 

20. Salini Costruttori S.p.A. and Italstrade S.p.A. v. Kingdom of Morocco, ICSID Case No. 

ARB/00/4, Decision on Jurisdiction (23 July 2001) 

21. Siemens A.G. v. Argentine Republic, ICSID Case No. ARB/02/8, Award (6 February 2007) 

22. Strabag SE and Others v. Federal Republic of Germany, ICSID/ECT proceedings (2024– 

2025) 

23. Técnicas Medioambientales Tecmed S.A. v. United Mexican States, ICSID Case No. 

ARB(AF)/00/2, Award (29 May 2003) 

24. Urbaser S.A. and Consorcio de Aguas Bilbao Bizkaia v. Argentine Republic, ICSID Case 

No. ARB/07/26, Award (8 December 2016) 

25. Vattenfall AB and Others v. Federal Republic of Germany, ICSID Case No. ARB/12/12 

26. Vodafone International Holdings B.V. v. Republic of India, PCA Case No. 2016-35, Award 

(25 September 2020) 

27. White Industries Australia Limited v. Republic of India, UNCITRAL Award (30 November 

2011) 

28. Woodhouse Investment Pte Ltd and West Cumbria Mining Ltd. v. United Kingdom, ISDS 

Claim under UK–Singapore BIT (2025) 

29. Yukos Universal Limited (Isle of Man) v. Russian Federation, PCA Case No. AA 227, Final 

Award (18 July 2014) 

 

Assessment Scheme 

 

Components Internal Assessment Mid Term Exam End Term 

Exam 

Total 

Weightage (%) 25% 25% 50% 100% 



Name of Program LL.M. 

LLLM---L International Taxation Law L T P C 

Owning School/Department School of Law 2 0 0 2 

Pre-requisites/Exposure Principles of Taxation 

 

Course Summary  

 

This course introduces the fundamental principles of International Taxation, including 

residence, source, nationality, fiscal sovereignty, and double taxation. It examines the structure 

and interpretation of Double Taxation Avoidance Agreements (DTAAs) and the allocation of 

taxing rights in cross-border transactions. The course analyses the concept of Permanent 

Establishment, treaty abuse, and mechanisms for relief from double taxation. It further explores 

transfer pricing rules, the Arm’s Length Principle, profit allocation, and dispute resolution 

mechanisms applicable to multinational enterprises. The framework of anti-avoidance 

measures, including GAAR, SAAR, CFC rules, and the OECD BEPS initiatives, is critically 

studied. The course also evaluates taxation challenges arising from digital commerce, cross- 

border restructuring, WTO-related tax measures, and emerging multilateral reforms in global 

taxation. 

 

Course Outcomes (COs) 

 

By the end of this course, students shall be able to: 

CO1: Explain the conceptual foundations of international taxation, including source–residence 

nexus and double taxation/double non-taxation. 

CO2: Apply treaty interpretation principles, including VCLT-based reasoning, to resolve cross- 

border taxation problems. 

CO3: Analyze the interaction between domestic tax rules and tax treaties in non-resident 

taxation, including characterization and withholding issues. 

CO4: Evaluate Permanent Establishment and profit attribution questions and assess dispute- 

resolution options such as MAP. 

CO5: Design reasoned tax positions and policy responses for transfer pricing, anti-avoidance 

rules, and digital economy/BEPS-era challenges. 

 

CO-PO/PSO Mapping 

 

 PO1 PO2 PO3 PO4 PO5 

CO1 3 - 2 - 1 

CO2 - 3 3 1 - 

CO3 2 2 3 - - 

CO4 - 3 3 2 2 

CO5 3 - - 2 3 

1=weakly related 2= moderately related 3=strongly related 

Course Contents  
 

Unit I : Principles of International Taxation 

• Residence vs Source vs Nationality 

• Fiscal sovereignty and jurisdiction to tax 

 

(5 Lectures) 



• Double taxation: juridical vs economic 

• Tax treaties 

• Overview of international tax architecture (OECD, UN Models) 

 

Unit II : Cross-Border Income and Double Taxation 

(7 Lectures) 

• Structure and interpretation of Double Taxation Avoidance Agreements (DTAA) 

• Permanent Establishment (PE): concept and thresholds 

• Allocation of taxing rights (business profits, passive income) 

• Relief mechanisms: exemption vs credit method 

• Treaty abuse and limitation of benefits (LOB clauses) 
 

Unit III: Transfer Pricing and Multinational Enterprises 

 

• Arm’s Length Principle and comparability analysis 

• Transfer pricing methods (CUP, TNMM, Cost Plus, RPM) 

• Intangibles and profit allocation in MNEs 

• Documentation, compliance, and dispute resolution 

 

(6 Lectures) 

• Advance Pricing Agreements (APA) and Mutual Agreement Procedure (MAP) 
 

Unit IV: Anti-Avoidance and BEPS Framework 

 

• Controlled Foreign Corporation (CFC) rules 

 

(5 Lectures) 

• General Anti-Avoidance Rules (GAAR) and Specific Anti-Avoidance Rules (SAAR) 

• Base Erosion and Profit Shifting (BEPS): objectives and concerns 

• OECD BEPS Action Plans (focus on key Actions: 1, 6, 7, 13) 

• Digital economy taxation and challenges (Pillar One & Two overview) 
 

Unit V: Sector Specific Issues in International Taxation 

 

• Taxation of cross-border mergers, acquisitions, and restructuring 

• International tax aspects of e-commerce and digital services 

• Interaction between trade law (WTO) and taxation measures 

• Emerging global reforms and multilateral instruments (MLI) 

Reference Materials  

 

(7 Lectures) 

1. D. C. Aggarwal, Basic Concepts of International Taxation, Taxmann; 2016th edition (11 

July 2016). 

2. Daniel N. Shaviro, Fixing U.S. International Taxation (New York, 2014; online edn, Oxford 

Academic, 16 Apr. 2014), 

3. Dr. Girish Ahuja and Dr. Ravi Gupta (2014) Practical Approach to Direct and Indirect Taxes 

(Income Tax, Excise, Customs, CST, VAT, Service Tax and Wealth Tax), Bharat Law House 

Pvt. Ltd. (Recent Version for AY 19-20). 

4. I.P Gupta, International law in relation to double taxation of income (with particular 

reference to India) LexisNexis (First edition, 2007). 

5. Peter Hongler, International Law of Taxation, Oxford University Press, (12 November 

2021). 

6. Reuven S. Avi-Yonah, International Tax as International Law, Cambridge University Press, 

Cambridge Tax Law Series, 2009. 



Relevant Cases 

 

1. Bank of India v. ACIT, [2021] 125 taxmann.com 155 (Mumbai – Trib.) 

2. Commissioner of Income Tax v. Morgan Stanley & Co. Inc., (2007) 292 ITR 416 (SC, 

India) 

3. Commissioner of Inland Revenue v. Mitsubishi Corporation [1979] 1 NZLR 549 (Privy 

Council) 

4. Engineering Analysis Centre of Excellence (P.) Ltd v. CIT, [2021] 125 taxmann.com 42 

(SC). 

5. Google India Pvt. Ltd. v. Commissioner of Income Tax, (2017) 392 ITR 682 (Karnataka 

HC, India) 

6. IRC v. Duke of Westminster, [1936] AC 1 (HL, UK) 

7. Philip Morris GmbH v. Commissioner of Taxation, (2007) 162 FCR 118 (Federal Court, 

Australia) 

8. Sun Life Assurance Co. of Canada v. Pearson, [1984] 1 AC 713 (HL, UK) 

9. Tiong Woon Project & Contracting (P.) Ltd., In re, [2021] 124 taxmann.com 549 (AAR – 

Mumbai) 

10. Union of India v. Azadi Bachao Andolan, (2003) 263 ITR 706 (SC, India) 

11. Vodafone International Holdings BV v. Union of India, (2012) 341 ITR 1 (SC, India) 

 

Assessment Scheme 

 

Components Internal Assessment Mid Term Exam End Term 

Exam 

Total 

Weightage (%) 25% 25% 50% 100% 



Name of Program LLM 

(Course Code) Aviation and Space Law L T P C 

Owning School/Department School of Law 2 0 0 2 

Pre-requisites/Exposure Public International Law 

 

Course Summary 

 

This course examines the international and national legal frameworks governing aviation and 

outer space activities, with emphasis on commercialisation, regulation, safety, liability, 

insurance, and dispute resolution. It also explores emerging areas such as satellite 

communications, remote sensing, space tourism, resource utilisation, and private sector 

participation. The course provides students with analytical and practical understanding of 

aviation and space law, including contemporary challenges relating to sustainability, 

governance, and technological advancement. The course would be taught to encourage critical 

thinking and enable them to become better and happier professionals, and promoting 

employability. 

 

Course Outcomes (COs) 

By the end of this course, students shall be able to: 

CO1: Understand the institutional framework, commercial structure, and regulatory scheme of 

international aviation and space law 

CO2: Analyze processes of commercialisation, privatisation, and new space governance 

models 

CO3: Evaluate liability, insurance, and contractual risk-allocation mechanisms in aviation and 

space activities 

CO4: Evaluate the role and prospects of dispute resolution mechanisms in aviation and space 

commerce 

CO5: Apply international legal instruments to real-world aviation and space business problems 

 

CO-PO Mapping Table 

 

 PO1 PO2 PO3 PO4 PO5 PSO1 PSO2 

CO1 3 2 2 - - - - 

CO2 3 3 - 2 - - - 

CO3 - - 3 - 2 - 2 

CO4 - 2 - 2 - - 3 

CO5 - - 2 - 2 2 - 

3 = High, 2 = Medium, 1 = Low 

 

Course Contents 
 

Unit I: Concept of Aviation and Space Law 

 

• Evolution and sources of international aviation and space law 

• Sovereignty of airspace and non-appropriation of outer space 

• Major international institutions and governance frameworks 

• Key stakeholders and industry structure in the aviation and space sectors 

 

(6 Lectures) 



Unit II: International Air Law and the Commercial Aviation Industry 

• Regulation of international civil aviation and air transport rights 

• Liability regimes in international air carriage 

• Aviation safety, security, and regulatory compliance 

Unit III: Risk-Allocation in Aviation 

• Aircraft ownership, leasing, and financing structures 

• Aviation insurance and contractual risk allocation 

• Airport privatization and infrastructure development model 

• Dispute resolution in aviation 

 

Unit IV: International Space Law and Governance Framework 

 

• Legal status of outer space and foundational principles 

• State responsibility and liability for space activities 

• Registration and jurisdiction over space objects 

 

Unit V: Commercialization of Space Activities and New Space Economy 

 

(6 Lectures) 

 

 

 

 

 

(6 Lectures) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(6 Lectures) 

 

 

 

 

 

(6 Lectures) 

• Commercial satellite services, remote sensing, and telecommunications markets; 

• Private launch services, spaceports, and launch contracts; 

• Emerging industries: space mining, space tourism 

• The New Space economy and Artemis Accord 

• National regulatory regimes for private space companies (U.S., EU, and India) 

 

Reference Materials 

 

1. Abigail Pershing, “Interpreting the Outer Space Treaty’s Non-Appropriation Principle: 

Customary International Law from 1967 to Today”, Yale Journal of International Law, 

Vol.44 (1), 2019, pp. 149-178 

2. Annette Froehlich, A fresh view on the outer space treaty (Springer, 2019) 

3. Dean N. Reinhardt, “The Vertical Limit of State Sovereignty”, Journal of Air Law and 

Commerce, Vol. 72, 2007, pp. 65 

4. Francis Lyall and Paul B. Larsen, Space Law: A Treatise, (2nd Edition, 2018). 

5. Gbenga Oduntan, “The Never-Ending Dispute: Legal Theories on the Spatial Demarcation 

Boundary Plane between Airspace and Outer Space”, Hertfordshire Law Journal, Vol. 1(2), 

2003, pp. 64-84 

6. Gennady M. Danilenko, “International Law-making for Outer Space”, Space Policy, Vol. 

37, 2016, pp. 179-183 

7. George P McKeegan, “A Handbook on Aviation Law” (ABA Book Publishing, 2017) 

8. Graham Nicholson, “The Common Heritage of Mankind and Mining: An Analysis of the 

Law as to the High Seas, Outer Space, the Antarctic and World Heritage”, New Zealand 

Journal of Environmental Law, Vol. 6(6), 2002, pp. 177-198 

9. IISL Position Paper on Space Mining, 2015 

10. International Law Association, Draft Convention on the Settlement of Space Law Disputes 

https://www.amazon.in/s/ref%3Ddp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Annette%2BFroehlich&search-alias=stripbooks


11. International Space Law: United Nations Instruments, UN, 2017, available online: 

https://www.unoosa.org/res/oosadoc/data/documents/2017/stspace/stspace61rev_2_0_htm 

l/V1605998-ENGLISH.pdf 

12. Joel A. Dennerley, “State Liability for Space Object Collisions: The Proper Interpretation 

of ‘Fault’ for the Purposes of International Space Law”, European Journal of International 

Law, Vol. 29 (1), 2018, pp. 281-310 

13. Pablo Mendes De Leon, Introduction to Air Law, (Wolters Kluwer 2017). ISBN: 978- 

9041191366. 

14. Paul Stephen Dempsey, Public International Air Law, McGill University, 2017. ISBN: 978- 

07-7170-731-5 

15. Prof. V Balakista Reddy & Dr. Rahul J Nikam - Space Law and Contemporary Issues- 

Perspective on Asia-Pacific Region (Asia Law House Publications, 2013). 

16. Ram S. Jakhu, “Evolution of the Outer Space Treaty”, in Ajay. Lele (ed.), Fifty Years of the 

Outer Space Treaty: Tracing the Journey, (Pentagon, 2017), pp. 13-19 

17. Raymond C. Speciale, “Fundamentals of Aviation Law” (McGraw Hill, 2006) 

18. S.G. Sreejith, “The Fallen Envoy: The Rise and Fall of Astronaut in International Space 

Law”, Space Policy, Vol. 47, 2019, pp. 130-139 

19. S.G. Sreejith, Lakshmi Srinivasan, and Vistasp Irani, “The Philosophy of International 

Aviation Law”, Indiana International and Comparative Law Review, Vol. 33(169), 2023, 

pp. 169-190. 

20. Sandeepa Bhat B. (ed.), Space Law: The Emerging Trends, Kolkata: Eastern Law House, 

2018. ISBN: 978-81-7177-331-2 

21. Sandeepa Bhat, Dilip Ukey, and Adithya Variath (eds.), International Space Law in the New 

Space  Era:  Principles  and  Challenges,  (Oxford  University  Press  2024) 

ISBN 9780198909385. 

22. Tare Brisibe, “Settlement of Disputes and Resolution of Conflicts”, in Ram S. Jakhu and 

Paul Dempsey, (eds.) Routledge Handbook of Space Law, Taylor and Francis, 2017., pp. 

90-106 

23. Thomas Cheney et al, “Planetary Protection in the New Space Era: Science and 

Governance”, Frontiers in Astronomy and Space Sciences, 13 November 2020, available 
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Assessment Scheme 

 

Components Internal Assessment Mid Term Exam End Term 

Exam 

Total 

Weightage (%) 25% 25% 50% 100% 



Name of Program L.L.M 

NEW CODE Law of Transnational Contracts L T P C 

Owning School/Department School of Law 2 0 0 2 

Pre-requisites/Exposure Public International Law, Private International Law, ADR, 

Contract Law 

 

Course Summary 

 

This course offers an in-depth examination of the legal framework governing commercial 

transactions that cross national borders, focusing specifically on the interplay between 

international conventions, non-state "soft law," and the domestic legal systems of major trading 

nations, particularly India. The module introduces students to the Lex Mercatoria—the modern 

law merchant—as an established legal system with codified rules, most prominently the 

UNIDROIT Principles of International Commercial Contracts (UPICC). A critical component 

of the curriculum is the detailed analysis of specialized legal regimes in international carriage 

by air (Montreal Convention 1999) and carriage by sea (Hague-Visby Rules), alongside a 

comparative study of the Indian legal response to these global standards. The course culminates 

in an in-depth study of transnational dispute resolution, focusing on the recognition and 

enforcement of foreign arbitral awards in India under the New York Convention, a crucial 

aspect for international commercial practice. 

The course would be taught to encourage critical thinking and enable them to become better 

and happier professionals enabling employability. 

Course Outcomes (COs) 

By the end of this program, students shall be able to: 

CO1: Understand and critique the hierarchy and functional relationship between binding 

international conventions, non-state instruments, and domestic laws in transnational contract 

governance. 

CO2: Analyse and distinguish the policy objectives and structural differences between the 

International Rules and the Indian Legislation. 

CO3: Evaluate the exclusive two-tiered liability framework of the Montreal Convention 1999 

CO4: Synthesise comparative principles of contract performance with contemporary Indian 

Supreme Court jurisprudence on remedies and termination 

CO5: Construct the implementation and efficacy of the New York Convention in India, and 

foreign arbitral award enforcement proceedings. 

 

CO-PO Mapping 

 

 PO1 PO2 PO3 PO4 PO5 

CO1 1 1 - - - 

CO2 2 1 3 1 - 

CO3 1 2 - - - 

CO4 - 3 3 - 2 

CO5 - - 3 3 1 

1=weakly related 2= moderately related 3=strongly relate 



Course Contents 

 

UNIT I: Foundational Framework and Sources of Transnational Law 

(6 Lectures) 

• Evolution of the law merchant from historical customs to modern codified restatements 

• Application of the UN Convention on Contracts for the International Sale of Goods; 

analysis of India’s position as a non-signatory and its impact on drafting. 

• Judicial principles of party autonomy in India and its limitations. 

 

UNIT II: Specialised Regime: International Carriage by Air 

(6 Lectures) 

• Core principles of a unified air liability regime, strict liability, and the "Fifth Jurisdiction" 

in the Montreal Convention 1999 

• ICAO (International Civil Aviation Organisation) inflationary review and its limits 

• The Indian Carriage by Air Act, 1972 and Statutory incorporation of Montreal Convention 

1999 

 

UNIT III: Specialized Regime: International Carriage by Sea 

(6 Lectures) 

• Comparative study of the Hague-Visby, Hamburg, and Rotterdam Rules; focus on carrier 

obligations and the shift toward multimodal transport. 

• Critical analysis of the new Indian legislation replacing the 1925 Act; its alignment with 

the Hague-Visby standard and updated liability caps. 

• Digitalization & Seaworthiness: Legal recognition of Electronic Bills of Lading (e-B/L) 

and blockchain-based documentation; expanded concepts of due diligence and 

seaworthiness in the 2025 Act 

 

UNIT IV: E-Commerce and the Validity of Contracts 

(6 Lectures) 

• UNCITRAL Model Law on Electronic Commerce and the functional equivalence principle 

• Restraints on Legal Proceedings and validity of exclusive jurisdiction clauses and foreign 

court selection. 

• Role of the “Public Policy of India” as a shield against the application of foreign laws and 

the ousting of Indian jurisdiction. 

UNIT V: Transnational Dispute Resolution and Enforcement 

(6 Lectures) 

• International Commercial Arbitration (ICA and the role of the New York Convention. 

• The Arbitration and Conciliation Act, 1996 procedure for enforcing foreign awards 

• Enforcement of foreign court decrees under the Code of Civil Procedure; the significance 

of “reciprocating territories” and grounds for non-recognition. 
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4. Klass Hendrik Eller, Transnational Contract Law, in The Oxford Handbook of 

Transnational Law, Oxford 

5. Malcolm N. Shaw, International Law, 9th edition, Cambridge University Press 
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Bibliography on the UNIDROIT Principles of International Commercial Contracts, 

Transnational Publishers Inc., U.S. 
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